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1. What does the conductor ask Valli after giving her 
the ticket?
A. Whether she has enough money for snacks
B. If she knows the way home
C. Whether her mother will be looking for her
D. If she wants a window seat (C)

Explanation: After issuing the ticket, he asks if her 
mother will be looking for her.

2. What sight abruptly ends Valli’s excitement during 
the return journey?
A. A sudden rainstorm
B. A collision between two cars
C. A young cow lying dead by the roadside
D. An angry bull blocking the road (C)

Explanation: She sees the same young cow now dead 
by the roadside, which devastates her.

3. Which detail is mentioned about the dead cow?
A. Curled tail and closed eyes
B. Legs spreadeagled with a fixed lifeless stare 
and blood on the body
C. Tied to a post near a shop
D. Villagers carrying it away (B)

Explanation: The description includes legs 
spreadeagled, lifeless eyes with a fixed stare, and 
blood.

4. How does the sight of the cow affect Valli?
A. She becomes more thrilled and curious
B. She falls asleep
C. Her enthusiasm is dampened and she stops 
looking out the window
D. She argues with the conductor (C)

Explanation: The memory haunts her; she sits quietly 
and avoids the window.

5. When does the bus reach Valli’s village on the 
return?
A. Two o’clock
B. Three thirty
C. Three forty
D. Four o’clock (C)

Explanation : The bus arrives at her village at three 
forty.

6. What does the conductor remind Valli when 
saying goodbye?
A. To bring a sweater next time
B. To travel with a guardian
C. To bring her fare whenever she rides again
D. To sit in the front row (C)

Explanation: He cheerfully invites her to ride again 
and reminds her to bring the fare.

7. Whom does Valli find talking to her mother at 
home?
A. A neighbor from North Street
B. Her teacher
C. Her aunt from South Street
D. The bus conductor (C)

Explanation: She finds her mother speaking with her 
aunt from South Street.

8. How is this aunt characterized?
A. Strict and silent
B. A real chatterbox who keeps talking once she 
starts
C. Shy and reserved
D. Moody and irritable (B)

Explanation: The aunt is described as a chatterbox 
who never stops once she begins.

9. What idea does Valli’s mother express about 
knowing things?
A. People can know everything if they try hard 
B. Only elders understand the world fully
C. Many things happen without our knowledge, 
and even known things aren’t always fully 
understood
D. The world is simple and easy to explain (C)

Explanation: She says there are many things we don’t 
know, and even known things can’t always be 
completely understood.

10. How does the aunt react when Valli speaks up 
during the conversation?
A. She praises Valli’s maturity
B. She asks Valli to explain more
C. She calls Valli “just a chit of a girl” who pokes 
her nose in like a grown lady
D. She ignores Valli and leaves (C)

Explanation: The aunt dismisses her as a little girl 
intruding as though she were an adult.
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