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1. What was the author’s first impression of his 
grandmother’s appearance?
A. She looked young and graceful
B. She appeared strict and harsh
C. She had always been old and wrinkled
D. She looked modern and energetic (C)

Explanation : The author states that she had been old 
and wrinkled for the twenty years he had known 
her.

2. What was the grandmother’s morning routine 
while getting the author ready for school?
A. She packed his lunch and combed his hair
B. She told him bedtime stories
C. She recited prayers in a sing-song voice while 

dressing him
D. She helped him with English lessons (C)

Explanation : She recited her morning prayers aloud 
while bathing and dressing him, hoping he would 
learn them.

3. Why did the grandmother go with the author to 
school in the village?
A. She wanted to ensure he attended classes
B. The school was attached to the temple where 

she read scriptures
C. She taught there part-time
D. She did not trust the village children (B)

Explanation : The school was connected to the 
temple, and while he studied, she read the 
scriptures inside.

4. What was the turning point in the author’s 
relationship with his grandmother?
A. When she stopped feeding the dogs
B. When he started going to school in the city
C. When she fell sick
D. When she lost her memory (B)

Explanation : Their bond weakened after moving to 
the city as she stopped accompanying him to 
school.

5. How did the grandmother react when she learned 
that the author was learning music?
A. She encouraged him B. She was thrilled
C. She disapproved silently
D. She offered to teach him better songs (C)

Explanation : She believed music was for beggars 
and harlots and disapproved silently.

6. What activity brought the grandmother joy in the 
city after her daily routines?
A. Reading books
B. Listening to the radio
C. Feeding sparrows in the courtyard
D. Watching television (C)

Explanation : She found happiness in feeding the 
sparrows who gathered around her in the 
afternoon.

7. What made the author think his goodbye at the 
railway station might be the last?
A. His grandmother was unwell
B. She was too emotional
C. He was going abroad for five years and she was 

very old
D. He had fought with her (C)

Explanation : Given her age and the long separation, 
he felt it could be their final meeting.

8. What was unusual about the grandmother's 
behavior on the evening before her death?
A. She refused to eat
B. She wept continuously
C. She sang loudly and played a drum
D. She stopped recognizing people (C)

Explanation : She sang of warriors’ homecoming and 
beat on an old drum, a break from her usual silent 
prayers.

9. What did the grandmother do during her final 
hours?
A. Read scriptures aloud
B. Talked to her family
C. Continued praying silently and telling her beads
D. Slept throughout the day (C)

Explanation : She focused only on prayer, believing 
her end was near, and passed away peacefully.

10. What scene did the family witness in the 
grandmother’s room after her death?
A. Birds singing in the trees
B. Neighbours offering condolences
C. Hundreds of silent sparrows gathered around 

her body
D. Her rosary glowing in sunlight (C)

Explanation : Thousands of sparrows sat silently in 
mourning around her body without touching the 
bread crumbs.
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