
1. How was Evelyn Glennie’s hearing impairment 
discovered?
A. During a school piano competition
B. When her headmistress noticed her declining 

grades
C. When she couldn’t respond to her name being 

called
D. During a visit to the Royal Academy of Music (C)

Explanation : Evelyn's mother realized something was 
wrong when Evelyn failed to respond to her name 
being called during a piano lesson. This marked the 
start of her diagnosis.

2. What advice did percussionist Ron Forbes give 
Evelyn?
A. Play louder to hear better
B. Use hearing aids while playing
C. Sense sound through other parts of her body
D. Focus only on high-pitched instruments (C)

Explanation : Ron Forbes encouraged Evelyn to sense 
sound vibrations through her body rather than her 
ears, a strategy that helped her excel as a 
percussionist.

3. What technique did Evelyn use to perceive music?
A. Watching other musicians
B. Feeling vibrations in her body
C. Observing lip movements
D. Using specialized instruments (B)

Explanation : Evelyn learned to perceive music 
through vibrations felt in her body, such as 
through her bare feet, fingers, and skin, enabling 
her to master percussion.

4. What recognition did Evelyn receive at the Royal 
Academy of Music?
A. Highest scores in academy history
B. The Soloist of the Year Award
C Admission without audition
D. An honorary doctorate (A)

Explanation : Evelyn scored one of the highest marks 
in the academy’s history, highlighting her 
exceptional talent despite her disability.

5. How does Evelyn inspire other deaf individuals?
A. By conducting classes for young musicians
B. By writing books on overcoming challenges
C. By leading orchestras worldwide
D. By playing only for deaf audiences (A)

Explanation : Evelyn inspires young deaf musicians by 
holding classes and showing them that limitations 
can be overcome with hard work and 
determination.

6. Why did Aurangzeb ban the pungi?
A. It was played during political gatherings
B. It produced a harsh, unpleasant sound
C. It was associated with lower-class musicians
D. It was seen as a symbol of rebellion (B)

Explanation : Aurangzeb banned the pungi because 
its shrill, unpleasant sound did not suit the royal 
court, leading to its later modification into the 
shehnai.

7. What inspired Bismillah Khan’s music during his 
practice sessions?
A. The temples of Varanasi
B. The flowing waters of the Ganga
C. Indian Independence movements
D. His family’s musical background (B)

Explanation :  The flowing waters of the Ganga 
inspired Bismillah Khan to create new ragas, 
reflecting the spiritual and cultural essence of his 
music.

8. What historic role did Bismillah Khan play on 15 
August 1947?
A. Composed the national anthem
B. Played Raag Kafi at the Red Fort
C. Conducted a global orchestra performance
D. Played at Gandhi’s prayer meeting (B)

Explanation : Bismillah Khan performed Raag Kafi
from the Red Fort on India's Independence Day, 
marking the event with a musical tribute to the 
nation.

9. Why did Bismillah Khan decline to establish a 
music school in the U.S.?
A. He disliked American culture
B. He couldn’t leave the Ganga and Varanasi
C. He preferred teaching in India
D. He was uninterested in formal education (B)

Explanation : Bismillah Khan rejected the proposal to 
move to the U.S., stating he couldn’t live without 
the spiritual connection of the Ganga and his 
homeland.

10. Which significant awards did Bismillah Khan 
receive during his lifetime?
A. Bharat Ratna and Sangeet Natak Akademi

Award
B. Padma Shri and Padma Vibhushan
C. Only Bharat Ratna
D. Both A and B (D)

Explanation : Bismillah Khan received numerous 
prestigious awards, including the Bharat Ratna, 
Padma Vibhushan, and Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award, recognizing his contributions to music.
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