
1. Who is the narrator of the story "The Thief's Story"?
A. Anil B. Hari Singh
C. Ruskin Bond D. A stray dog (B) 

Explanation : Hari Singh is the narrator and central 
character of the story, recounting his experiences 
as a young thief who meets Anil.

2. Why does Hari Singh take on a new name every 
month?
A. To start fresh with every employer
B. To keep ahead of the police and former 

employers
C. To avoid getting caught for lying
D. To impress others (B)

Explanation : Hari Singh adopts new names 
frequently to evade recognition by authorities and 
those he has previously robbed.

3. What initial impression does Hari Singh have of 
Anil?
A. Greedy and unkind
B. Easy-going and simple enough to exploit
C. Suspicious and harsh
D. Naïve but wealthy (B)

Explanation : Hari Singh perceives Anil as an easy 
target for his thievery due to his kind and trusting 
nature.

4. Why does Anil agree to hire Hari Singh?
A. He needed a servant
B. Hari Singh promised to cook
C. He felt sorry for him
D. Hari Singh impressed him with honesty (B.)

Explanation : Anil agreed after Hari Singh claimed to 
know how to cook, even though this was a lie.

5. What does Anil teach Hari Singh during his stay?
A. Wrestling
B. Writing and arithmetic
C. Cooking gourmet meals
D. Stealing without getting caught (B)

Explanation : Anil not only teaches Hari Singh to 
write and calculate but also inspires him to aspire 
for a respectable life.

6. What triggers Hari Singh's decision to steal from 
Anil?
A. A fight between them
B. Anil hiding a bundle of money under the 

mattress
C. His greed for money
D. Anil's mistrust of him (B)

Explanation : The sight of a small bundle of notes 
under Anil’s mattress tempts Hari Singh to steal it.

7. Why does Hari Singh hesitate to board the train 
after stealing?
A. He had second thoughts about the theft
B. The train was moving too fast
D. He didn’t have a ticket
D. He feared being caught (A)

Explanation : Hari Singh hesitates because he feels 
guilty and realizes the value of the trust Anil 
placed in him.

8. What does Hari Singh decide after reflecting on 
the theft?
A. To flee to another city
B. To return the money and learn from Anil
C. To steal from someone else
D. To give up thievery and live alone (B)

Explanation : Realizing the importance of trust and 
education, Hari Singh decides to return the money 
and improve himself.

9. How does Anil react when he realizes he has been 
robbed?
A. He reports it to the police
B. He scolds Hari Singh
C. He says nothing and acts as though nothing 

happened
D. He asks Hari to leave (C)

Explanation : Anil’s reaction reflects his 
understanding and belief in second chances, 
emphasizing his forgiving nature.

10. What theme does the story "The Thief's Story" 
primarily explore?
A. The futility of greed
B. The value of trust and redemption
C. The struggles of a writer
D. The cleverness of thieves (B)

Explanation : The story underscores how trust and 
kindness can transform even a wayward individual 
like Hari Singh.
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