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1. What is the main emotion the father expresses in 
the poem?
A. Anger B. Confusion
C. Helplessness D. Hatred (C)

Explanation : The father feels helpless because he 
cannot understand his son despite living together 
for years.

2. What does the father wish his son to be like again?
A. A stranger
B. A prodigal returning home
C. A silent companion
D. A mature adult (B)

Explanation : The father longs for his son to return 
like the prodigal son, suggesting he wants to 
restore their bond.

3. Which phrase best shows the distance in their 
relationship?
A. "He speaks: I cannot understand"
B. "The home he knew"
C. "Longing for something to forgive"
D. "We each put out an empty hand" (A)

Explanation : This line clearly reflects the 
communication gap and emotional distance 
between them.

4. How does the son feel about his own emotions?
A. Proud and confident
B. Confused and regretful
C. Angry and rebellious
D. Sad and grateful (B)

Explanation : The son admits he doesn’t understand 
why his grief turns into anger, showing his inner 
confusion.

5. What literary device is used in “We speak like 
strangers”?
A. Metaphor B. Simile
C. Irony D. Alliteration (B)

Explanation : It is a simile comparing their 
communication to that of strangers using the 
word “like”.

6. What is the tone of the poem?
A. Joyful B. Sarcastic
C. Reflective and sorrowful D. Indifferent (C)

Explanation : The tone is reflective and filled with 
sorrow as the father contemplates their broken 
relationship.

7. What is the father willing to do for his son?
A. Punish him
B. Let him leave forever
C. Forgive and start anew
D. Ignore him (C)

Explanation : The father expresses willingness to 
forgive his son and rebuild their bond from sorrow.

8. What kind of relationship do the father and son 
currently have?
A. Strong and supportive
B. Distant and strained
C. Loving and warm
D. Professional and formal (B)

Explanation : The poem highlights emotional and 
communicative distance, indicating a strained 
relationship.

9. How does the poem end?
A. With reconciliation B. In complete silence
C. With mutual willingness to forgive
D. With the son leaving the house (C)

Explanation : The poem ends with both father and 
son putting out “an empty hand,” showing a desire 
for forgiveness.

10. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?
A. ABAB B. AABB
C. ABBA D. ABCD (A)

Explanation : The poem maintains a consistent ABAB 
rhyme scheme throughout the stanzas.
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