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1. Who is the poet of The Trees?
A. Adrienne Rich B. Robin Klein
C. John Berryman D. Robert Frost (A)

Explanation: The poem The Trees is written by 
Adrienne Rich, who was an American poet known 
for her feminist and environmental themes.

2. What is happening to the trees in the poem?
A. They are being cut down.
B. They are moving out of the house into the 
forest.
C. They are being watered.
D. They are growing inside the room. (B)

Explanation: The poem describes the trees inside a 
house moving out into the forest, symbolizing the 
urge for freedom and restoration of nature’s 
balance.

3. What does the forest in the poem symbolize?
A. Danger and mystery
B. Freedom and natural life
C. Modern civilization
D. Loneliness (B)

Explanation: The forest stands for freedom and the 
natural world where living beings can thrive 
without human interference.

4. What do the roots do at night in the poem?
A. They rest peacefully.
B. They disengage themselves from the cracks of 
the veranda floor.
C. They grow deeper into the ground.
D. They are cut by people. (B)

Explanation: The poet describes the roots as working 
all night to free themselves from the cracks of the 
veranda floor, symbolizing a struggle for 
liberation.

5. What does the poet compare the boughs of the 
trees to?
A. Prisoners escaping a jail
B. Newly discharged patients moving to the clinic 
doors
C. Birds taking flight
D. Workers leaving a factory (B)

Explanation : The long-cramped boughs are 
compared to “newly discharged patients,” 
suggesting their weak but determined movement 
toward freedom.

6. What does the act of trees moving out symbolize 
in the poem?
A. Human destruction of nature
B. The power of imagination
C. Women’s liberation and nature’s revival
D. A natural disaster (C)

Explanation: The trees moving out of the house 
symbolize both women’s liberation from domestic 
confines and nature reclaiming its rightful place.

7. What is the setting of the poem?
A. Inside a zoo
B. Inside a house with trees trying to move out      
C. In a dense forest
D. In a garden (B)

Explanation: The poem is set inside a house where 
trees, unnaturally kept indoors, struggle to break 
free and return to the forest.

8. What is the poet doing while the trees are 
moving out?
A. Sleeping
B. Writing long letters
C. Talking to others
D. Watering the plants (B)

Explanation: The poet sits inside the house, writing 
long letters, barely mentioning the trees’ 
departure, showing her quiet reflection on 
freedom.

9. What does the breaking of the glass represent?
A. Destruction caused by nature
B. Human carelessness
C. The breaking of barriers to freedom
D. An accident (C)

Explanation: The breaking of the glass symbolizes the 
shattering of confinement and restrictions, 
allowing the trees to escape into freedom.

10. What kind of imagery does the poet use to 
describe the trees’ movement?
A. Visual and auditory imagery
B. Olfactory imagery
C. Tactile imagery only
D. Symbolic imagery (A)

Explanation: The poet uses vivid visual and sound 
imagery like “the glass is breaking” and “winds rush 
to meet them” to portray the lively escape of the 
trees.
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