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Belinda lived in a little white house,
With a little black kitten and a little grey mouse,
And a little yellow dog and a little red wagon, And

a realio,/trulig; little pet dragon.

d\the little yellow dog was sharp as Mustard,
But the dragon was a coward, and she called him
Custard.
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Custard the dragon had big sharp teeth,
And spikes on top of him and scales underneath,
Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for a nose, And

realig/trlligfdaggers on his toes.

Belinda was as brave as a barrel full of bears, And
Ink and Blink chased lions down the stairs,
Mustard was as brave as a tiger in a rage, But

Custard cried for a nice safe cage.
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Belinda tickled him, she tickled him unmerciful,
Ink, Blink and Mustard, they rudely called him
Percival,

Theyall satdawghing in the little red wagon

At the reatio, trulio, cowardly dragon.

Belinda giggled till she shook the house,
And Blink said Weeck! which is giggling for a
mouse, Ink and Mustard rudely asked his age,

When Custard cried for a nice safe cage.
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Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty sound,
And Mustard growled, and they all looked
around.

Meowch! cried Ink, and ooh! cried Belinda,

For there'wasia pirate, climbing in the winda.

Pistol in his left hand, pistol in his right,
And he held in his teeth a cutlass bright,
His beard was black, one leg was wood,;

It was clear that the pirate meant no good.
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Belinda paled, and she cried Help! Help!

But Mustard with a terrified yelp,
Ink trickled down to the bottom of the household,

Andittienmouse Blink strategically mouseholed.

But up jumped Custard, snorting like an engine,
Clashed his tail like irons in a dungeon,
With a clatter and a clank and a jangling squirm,

He went at the pirate like a robin at a worm.
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The pirate gaped at Belinda's dragon,

And gulped some grog from his pocket flagon,
He fired two bullets, but they didn't hit,
AndCastard’gobbled him, every bit.

Belinda embraced him, Mustard licked him,
No one mourned for his pirate victim.

Ink and Blink in glee did gyrate

Around the dragon that ate the pirate.
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But presently up spoke little dog Mustard, 4

['d have been twice as brave if I hadn't been

flustered. A

—

Andmpspokednk and up spoke Blink, R
We'd have'been three times as brave, wﬂ]irék,
And Custard said, I quite agree

That everybody is braver than me.
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elinda still lives in her little white house,
With her little black kitten and her little grey
mouse, And her little yellow dog and her little red
wagerty
And her realig, trulio little pet dragon.

éB’e‘linda is as brave as a barrel full of bears, And
n

k and Blink chase lions down the stairs,
Mustard is as brave as a tiger in a rage,

But Custard keeps crying for a nice safe cage.
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LITERARY DEVICES USED

1. Rhyme Scheme : The rhyme scheme of
the poem.is AABB.

2. Poetic Licence : The freedom to

depart fktom the rules of language that is
used by the poets.
Example:

w\_wind wv\cz@ﬂw/

w trulio — M
- realio—»%
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3. Alliteration : Repetition of the same
consonant sound at the beginning of the
words.

Example

- - @ward —@Iled LCustard
Ir@lmda @(ave @rrel‘

w Beard - Black
w _Gulped - Grog
w Glee - _Gyrate
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4. Simile: Comparison between two things

—
L

using 'like' or 'as’'.

Example/—\
1-1- I|ke alfireplace

.rﬁ\@ IS’ as brav barrel full of bears
> @@nke am
< went at th@a robin

g S
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5. Metaphor: Comparison between two

——————

objects without Hike' or 'as’.

Example : M

w- Chiimney/for a nose

T4 17
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6. Repetition/Refrairl: To repeat any word,
phrase or sentence.

Example:

. ardy o

e Suddenly

‘________-‘-‘"‘-.-

w Tickled

'-'______..————'-———-—__..-i
w- Belinda is as brave......nice safe cage.
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7. Onomatopoeia : Sound words.

Iz
Example : Sovnd.

e —

w  weeck

w growled

= meowch

w Cclatter and clank

w jangling
T

Wmissi@n%mf‘
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8. Oxymoron : A phrase having
opposite words.
Example: %
A Y
. dragon

Q'E?OG-.

9. Anaphora : Repetition of the same word
at the beginning of the sentence.
Example :

= And the little grey.... And the little yellow.
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Allusion: Indirect reference to a person,

K//‘Kr event or thing.

Example:

w Percival
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COMPREHENSION

Q.1 Who are the characters in this poem?

Liststhem with their pet names.
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Answer : The characters in this poem are

Belinda, a little girl and her pets. They are -

= RS

Characters Pet names

1 Little/black kitten ~~—~2 Ink

o Little grey niouse v Blink

3 Little yellow dog~r~~)Mustard
9 Little dragon L Custard

Apart from these g also a part of the

poem.
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Q.2 Why did Custard cry for a nice safe cage?
Why is the dragon called "cowardly

dragon"?
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Answer : Custard cried for a nice safe cage

because he was coward and was scared very

easily. He is called "cowardly dragon”

a)ﬁ’%e everyone else in the house is very

brave. Belinda is brave like a barrel full gf

pears. Ink and Blink could chase lions and

Mustard is as brave as a tiger while the

dragon is the only one, who fears a lot.

..-—'_'_'--F-_




©ZIpca | Foundation @issiongyan

Q.3 "Belinda tickled him, she tickled him

unmerciful..." Why?

i S
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Answer : Belinda tickled him unmerciful

because it had a big effect on him and to

I

make fun of him as he was very sensitive.

Though he was a dragon, tickling could upset

him and shewed his cowardice on which

_everyone laughed.
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Q.4 The poet has employed many poetic

devices in the poem. For example:
“Clashed his tai@on in a dungeon”

e
+=1thed poetic device here is a simile. Can

you, with your partner, list some more

such poetic devices used in the poem?
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Answer : In the poem, ‘The tale of Custard,

the Dragon’, the poet has used a lot of poetic

L —

devices. Following are the devices used :

Alliteration: the repeated consonant sound

—

luped-groQ@) in stanza 11. Repetition: the
(gluped-grog) L riien

repetitive use of the word ‘little’ in stanzas

114. B‘QWM
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Q.5 Read stanza three again to know how the

poet describes the appearance of the

%& dragon._
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Answer : Stanza three of the poem describes

the physical side of the dragon. By stating:

His mouth is compared to a fire place and a

—_——-—-'-----_-_-_

chimney -fike(nose.) His 'big sharp teeth’,

'spikes’ on his back and 'scales’, underneath.

There are,daggers on his toes. The poet

makes him fearful ook f’famm
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Q.6 Writers use words to give us a picture or
image without actually saying what they

mean. Can you trace some images used

——

N thelpgem?

g
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Answer : Writers always use such phrases and
words that do not tell us directly about what
they mean but always gives us an indication of

the meaning. Such words or phrases are used

to trigger ourimagination. Use of such images

in the poem is the following:mouth like a

fireplace’, ‘chimney for a nose’, ‘brave as a

barrel full of bears’, ‘brave as a tiger in a rage’,
‘went at the pirate like a robi aworm’, etc.
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Q.7 Do you find The Tale of Custard the
Dragon to be a serious or a light-hearted

_poem? Give reasons to support your

dfiswer,
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Answer : 'The Tale of Custard the Dragon' is

a very light and funny poem meant to be

enjoyed by everyone. The way the poem is

written with a fix rhyme scheme, makes it

very easy and enjoyable to read.

The pet animals are also described in a funny

and comical way. Especially the image of all

tiny creatures such as a kitten, mouse and

dog making fun of a dragon is very amusing.
___—_'—_——-—\__“__'_—_/"'
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The climax of the story where the little

dragon gobbled the pirate also makes us

smile. So we can say that it is very

entertaining and interesting poem with a fun
— &_/_\
story.

P\
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Q.8 This poem, in ballad form, tells a story.

Have you come across any such modern

song or lyric that tells a story?

.

/hwg"m
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Answer : I remember the poem 'A legend of

the Northland', which was a long poem and

told a legend/ story about a greedy woman

who kept $t./Peter hungry and was cursed by

him to becotne a bird and struggle for

meagre amount of food, the way she kept

hiW quantity of food
-

when he was fainting out of hunger.




