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Ogden Nash wrote over four hundred
L == 29 Ul
pieces of comic verse. The best of his

work was publlshed in 14 volumes

..———-_.______—_.

between 1931=md 11372 His work is
perhaps best described in this poetic

ST e L L



©/lpca | Foundation

Wmissi@n%mf‘

SETTING

Bolindo, The setting of The Tale of Custard the

____—'__"'-——--...
Ik (e agopris arcozy, domestic homejwhere
| ‘Belind4 lives with her pets. The poem
S0, SNy vepUTIEEPE R
mentions things like aFIittTIP white house,

Mstorat (425 D

Canlar, o0 l0 trulio little pet dragon, and
Mmold animals like a kitten, mouse,

and dog, which create a safe and

familiar environment.
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This ordinary setting contrasts

humorously with the sudden arrival of a

2 pirate End a brave battle, adding to the
poem’s/whimsical and ironic tone.
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THEME

The theme of The Tale of Custard the

—_—

Luwslasd, Diagomrevolves around the true
i

meaning of bravery and the irony of
:'“Oﬁ é; appearances. While Belinda and her pets

boast about their courage, they all run

away in fear when real danger arrives.
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It ie timid and often mocked

dragon, who bravely fights and defeats

the pirate. This highlights that true

courage lies not in words or appearances

but in dctions. The poem humorously

shows that those who appear bold may
falter, while the qwgm_twy

turn out to be thereal heroe§
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TONE

2 BT,
The tone of The Tale of Custard the

Diagomis light-hearted, humorous, and

] ironic, Ogden Nash uses playful

language and a sing-song rhyme
scheme to create a fun, almost childlike

mood.
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At the same time, the poet employs

irony to gently mock the boastful

—

characters and highlight the unexpected

bravery of Custard. The poem maintains

@imsica[ and entertaining tone while
Wg_delivering a subtle message

abgut true courage.




©/lpca | Foundation

Wméssimqumf‘

BEFORE YOU READ

mora A
This poemﬁs written in the style of a

[,tzaJJﬁQ -B song or poem that tells a sto@

You‘must be familiar with ballads that

narrate tales of courage or heroism. This

poem is a humor- ous ballad close to a a

parody.




Belinda lived in aﬁittle white house, With

a littlel black kittenjand a little grey
e

diadittle vellow dogland a little red

2 pef dragon.

realio : really

trulio : truly

wagon : cart
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Now the name of the little black kitten

And the little grey mouse, she called him

T1 T ( paass

And théllittle yellow dog was sharp as

But the dragon was m and she

called him




Custard the dragon had big sharp teeth,

And spikes on top of him and scales

e

underneath,

Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for a
g/fw nose,
And realio, trulion his toes.

scales underneath : body scales
daggers ﬁharp knife
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) Bellnd as as brave as a barrel fuII of

/ fae) @ And Ink and Blink chased lions down the

e
stalrs

_..‘M,usta.r ywas as brave as a tiger in a

! rage,

But Custard cried for a nice safe cage.

rage . anger
cage : cell
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Belinda tickled him, she tickled him

Pgurat, (STETCIL] (olrimgor. Rt

——

/ Ink, Blink and Mustard, they rudely called

wﬁm himm W

( %ﬂg in the little red
W@ BT
At the realio, trulio, cowardly dragon.

unmerciful : without mercy

cowardly : without courage
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Belinda giggled till she shook the house,
And Blink saimwch is giggling

for(a mouse,

Ink and/Mustard rudely asked his age,

When Qustard cried for a nice safe cage.

giggle : laugh
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Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty

"-___-"‘-q.__

sound,

B e —

And Mustard growled, and they all looked

around.

Meowch! dried Ink, and ooh! cried Belinda,

For there was a pirate, climbing in the winda.

nasty  : verybad
growled : to make sound in anger

pirate . searaider
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Pistol in his left hand, pistol in his right,

——

And he held in his teeth a cutlass bright,

His beard was black, one leg was wood;
It was clear that the pirate meant no

good.

——

cutlass : small sword
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—® | True meaning of courage




ASSESSMENT

mnigsimqumf‘

Which of Belinda’s pets always sought a
safe caqe?

1




ASSESSMENT
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2 ‘ Who was Blink?

meverendt

—————

& /B Kitken

B F
1A
“‘\;"”//B/ Mouse

)

D | Dragon




