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The days passed peacefully at
_ _Basra, but I dreaded the prospect of

tranSportlng Mij to England, and to

Camusfearna The] British airline to

Londgn would not fly animals, so I

booked a flight to Paris on another

T C——— o —

airline, and from there to London.

W Dreaded : f&fad
UAProspect : IWGAT
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The airline insisted that Mij should

be packed into a box not more than

eighteen‘inches square, to be
ocarried on the floor at my feet. I had

a box made, and an hour before we
_started,

/Insisted SR AT

<
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I put Mij into the box so that he
would become accusto_med to it,
and Ieft__for a[hurried meg_ll,

L -

\LAccustomed :  37f¢ giAT
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When I returned, there was an

appalling spectacle. There was
I

complete silence from the box, but

| from itsjgirholes and chinks around

BN/ — —
thelid, blood had trickled and dried.
' | e — e e ——— 4

[ Appalling : _sugdafha
LSpectacle : ©g
p/'I’rickIed . dgHl
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wmsﬁssi(wgqu

I whipped off the lock and tore open

the lid, and Mij, exhausted and

blood spattered, whimpered and

_caught at my leg. He had torn the

]

liniig of the box to shreds;

A Whipped off : dsit & s8R Aeherr
WWhimpered : s#HEIAT

[Shreds . gohs
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when I removed the last of it so th{;lt

there were no cutting edges left, it

WaSJUSt ten minutes until the time

e e —

of the fllg\ht and the airport was

s - e

fivé/miles distant.

[ put the miserable Mij back into the

- —

box, holding down the lid with my
hand.
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[ sat in the back of the car with the

box beside me as the driver tore

through the streets of Basra like a

ricgehetting bullet.

Ricochetting Bullet: @asrex faam
deer dret et
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mmissimnqqu

The aircraft was waiting to take off;

—

[ was rushed through to it by

infuriated officials. Luckily, the seat

pbooked for me was at the extreme

front. I covered the floor around my

feet with newspapers, rang for the

air hostess, and gave her a parcel of

fish (for Mij) to keep in a cool place.

\Unfuriated : 3rafdes spifdd




©ZIpca | Foundation

mmissimnqqu

I took her into my confidence

about the events of the last half

hour. I have retained the most

‘profound admiration for that air
hostess; she was the very queen of
her kind.

| Retained . ¥R Tl
LProfound : &%
LAdmiration : Ul

-
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mmissimnqqu

She suggested that I might prefer

to have my pet on my knee, and I

could have kissed her hand in the

tdepth oj my gratitude. But, not

Kngwing otters, I was quite

unprepared for what followed.

e —

UGratitude : 3MYR
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Mij was out of the box in a flash. He
disappeared at high speed down
“the alrggfg_There were squawks
__and shrieks, and a woman stood up
Toh Aer seat screaming out, “Arat! A
~ratt’ I caught sight of Mij's tail
(_:llsappe_aring beneath the legs of a

portly white turbaned Indian.

P — —

Vv'Squawks ;o A/ fReeee
\/Shrieks G|
Portly . HleT
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Diving for it, I missed, but found my

face covered in curry. “Perhaps,”

said the air hostess with the most

— —

charming smile, “it would be better

If you resumed your seat, and I will

find the animal and bring it to you.”

S —————

\L.Charming : 3il&ueh
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I returned to my seat. I was craning

my neck trying to follow the hunt

when suddenly I heard from my

feeta distressed chitter of

T —— —

recognition and welcome, and Mij

_bounded on to my knee and began_

to nuzzle my face and my neck.
I —

ounded on : dsit & e

uzzle . |Teh TSl
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1 lStrs:mger Bond}between the author
and the otter _

2‘ The value of effective communication




What did the woman in the

ASSESSMENT
1 jgfg_plane think that the otter was?

ﬂ Adog
B
7
D

. —

An otter

A rat

A seal
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How did the airline wanted the
author to carry Mijbil?

m In a separate compartment
- s

Lo

(

e

wRPe

7 In a box
In his bag

None of the above
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3 annailing spectacle”?

ﬂ A safe space

B | Afunny scene

What is the meaning of “an

C'| A mysterious situation

B[ A shocking scene




