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1. A Baker from Goa

2. Coorg

3. Teafrom Assam
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A Time - Honored Profession
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Childhood Delights

Bread’s Importance in Celebrations
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Eé |

was one'ofithe few outstanding Konkani
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LUCIO.ROBRIGLIES (1916-73)

essayists. He wrote several articles in English
Konkani. A touch of humour WI
and Kc_m ani. u Jnformal
narration are well-known features of his style.
The € passage describes village bakers who
played an important role by baklng traditional
N— e ———
Portuguesejloaves of bread.
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BEFORE YOU READ

= You may know that apart from
the British, the Dutch and the
A ———

French, the Portuguese have
\,/"\.....—-—-—'

also played a part in the history
of our country. Can yQu sa
which parts of India Show Erench

and Portuguese influences?

w Can you say which parts of India

grow (i) tea, (ii) coffee? COO%
aM
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I. ABAKER FROM GOA

This is aﬁpen-portrait of a traditional

#
\g_q@_vﬂlgggbaker who still

nasian important place in his
i usl

society.
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UR elders are often heard
reminiscing nostalgicall
o (M ing gically about
those good old Portuguese days,
,\_‘Erhe_l_?ortuguese and their famous

oaves of bread.

e

N

Reminiscing : QR aTd @eft § I16 381
Nostalgically
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g issiongyan’
LLED'S LEARN TOGETHER |

Those eaters of loaves might have

vanished but the makers are still

there. We still have amongst]s the

mixers, the moulders and those

whQ bal;grthe loaves.

Vanished : TG &HFT
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mmissimnqqu

Those age—old, timetested furnaces

still exist. The fire in the furnaces

has not yet been extinguished. The

thud and jingle of the traditi_angl___h_

baker’'s bamboo, h_éralding his
_arrival in the morning, can still be

. O —
heard in some places.
Furnaces e
Extinguished CEE]
Heralding YT AT
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Maybe the father is not alive but

the son still carries on the family

profession. These bakers are, even
——

today, known as pader in Goa.

During our childhood in Goa, the

baker used to be our frieng,

comEanion and guide.

Companion : g}
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Rake

He used to come at least twice a

—

day. Once, when he set out in the

_-_‘

morning on his selling round, and

—

then again, when he returned after

emptying his huge basket. The

jingling thud of his bamboo woke

us up from sleep and we ran to

meet and greet him.

S,
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g@missiongyan

Why was it so? Was it for the love of

" the loaf? Not at all. The loaves were
bought by some)Pasklne or Bastlne}

the-maid-servant of the house! |

Wad

What we longed for were those

bread-bangles\which we chose

carefully. ;...5 _.._,,\‘

Longed For : ST Al
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wmissimqumf

Sometimes igwas sweet bread of

special make.
™ ——

The baker made his musical entry

on the scene with the ‘jhang, jhang’

sound of his specially made

b

bamboo staff. One hand supported
S e —

the basket on his head and the

other banged the bamboo on the

ground. He would greet the lady of
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the house with “Good morning” and
then place his basket on the vertical
bamboo.

~ We kids would be pushed aside with
a/mild rebuke and the loaves would
be delivered to the servant. But we
would not give up. We would climb a

" bench or the parapet and peep into

“the basket, somehow.

Rebuke : gle

Parapet : H&
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[ can still recall the typical fragrance

—

of those loaves. Loaves for the

L

elders and the\gqgg_lgi for the

\ N

\cﬁﬂd_/r_grLThen we did not even care

to brush our teeth or wash our
N ————

mouths properly. And why should

—

we? Who would take the trouble of
——

Fragrance : 2Ig
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g@missiongyan

plucking the mango-leaf for the

toothbrush? And why was it

~

necessary at all?

The tiger never brushed his teeth.

Hot'tea could wash and clean up

everything so nicely, after all!

Marriage gifts are meaningless
M —

without the sweet bread known as

Plucking : dlsn
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g@missiongyan

the bol, just as a party or a feast

— .-___.—-.-__

loses its charm without bread. Not

—-‘._

enough can be said to show how

imeortant a baker can be for a
— —
village. The lady of the house must

—

prepare sandwiches on the occasion

of_her daughter’'s engagement.

\

Feast

aldd
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Cakes and bolinhas are a must for
Christmas as well as other festivals.
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Thus, the presence of the baker’s
furnace in the village is absolutely
essential.

The-baker or bread-seller of those
days had a peculiar dress known as
thékabai. It was a singlepiece long

frock reaching down to the knees.

Absolutely : TIdREd
Essential ;. 3AYHh

Peculiar © 3ol
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g@missiongyan

In our childhood we saw bakers
wearing a shirt and trousers which
were shc shorter than full-length ones

apd: longer than half pants. Even
roday, anyone who wears a half
pant which reaches just below the

knees_in\ﬁes the comment that he

is dressed Iike}padeﬂx * f&‘
Roken Y,
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g@missiongyan

The baker usually collected his bills

at the end of the month. MonthI)T

[ o

accounts used to be recorded on

some wall in pencil. Baking was
indeed aprofitable profession in
the old days. The baker and his

family never starved.

—

Profitable : <T¥q™%
Starved S (GRS ||
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He, his famlly and his servants

always looked happy and

prosperous. Their plump physique

—

was an open testimony to this. Even

S

today any person with a jackfruit-

—

- like physical appearance is easily
e =
oy
ordored o Ko

Plump Physique : #HIeI/MeaHctd SRR
Open Testimony : eIl YHTUT IT H1&g
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Enduring Tradition (Long History)

1

2 l Bread : A staple for Feasts
___—__.___________
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A e Newsffom other villages

In the author's childhood, what did the
children eagerly await from the baker?

B | Free samples of bread loaves

"
\ [ £"| Specially made bread bangles

D | The chance to buy something for themselves
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2

A | The clanging of pots and pans

What sound announced the baker's

arrival in the mornings?

B | Atoud whistle he blew

\_Zﬁe jingling of his bamboo staff

D | Asong he sang while walking




