
Multiple Choice Questions

1. Where was professor Gaitonde travelling to in Jijamata Express from Pune? 

(a) Bombay (b) Panipat 

(c) Peshawar (d) Delhi 

2. What did the audience at Azad Maidan throw at Professor Gaitonde?

(a) Stones (b) Dried rose petals and leaves 

(c) Garlands of flowers (d) Tomatoes and eggs

3. Where did Professor Gaitonde stay in Bombay? 

(a) An appartment   (b) A penthouse   

(c) A guest house  (d) At a friend’s house   

4. Who was Khan Sahib in the story The Adventure?

(a) Gaitonde's best friend (b) Gaitonde's co-passenger

(c) Gaitonde's acquaintance (d) Gaitonde's employer

5. Which theory as explained by Rajendra states that a small change in any situation can 

result in a shift in behavior?

(a) Theory of relativity (b) Catastrophe theory

(c) Quantum theory (d) Big Bang theory

6. What did Professor start investigating at Town Hall?

(a) About East India Company.

(b) The period of Asoka to the Third Battle of Panipat.

(c) American History.

(d) Battle of Plassey.

7. Whom did Professor Gaitonde enquire about on entering the Forbes building? 

(a) President of the company (b) Mr. Vinay Gaitonde

(c) Mr. Vishal Gaitonde (d) Mrs. Vishala Gaitonde 

8. Why did the Professor go to town hall?

(a) To check facts from history books (b) To meet someone

(c) To read books (d) To pass time 
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9. Where was the library of Asiatic Society located in Bombay?

(a) Town Hall building (b) Forbes building

(c) East India House (d) Empire Estates 

10. What did the Professor notice at the Hornby road?

(a) New residential complex (b) Road was constructed

(c) Shops were different (d) New shopping complex

Fill in the blanks :

11. Professor Gaitonde sat out _______________ for a stroll in Bombay.

12. Professor Gaitonde narrated his adventure to _______________. 

True / False

13. Professor Gaitonde entered in Forbes building Bombay in order to meet his son.

14. Battle of Panipat was termed to be a turning point in the history of India by professor 

Gaitonde in the parallel world.

Very Short Type Questions

15. How did the Victory in the Battle of Panipat affect the balance of power?

16. What led Professor Gaitonde to believe that history has taken a different turn, perhaps 

before 1857?

Short Type Questions

17. Who was Professor Gaitonde? What was his plan in Bombay?

18. What was Gangadhar’s experience when he reached a small station Sarhad?

Essay Type Questions

19. How was the balance of power maintained in the nineteenth century?

20. How did Rajendra Deshpande apply his theory of catastrophic experience regarding the 

Battle of Panipat?
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21. Assertion (A) : In the alternative reality, the East India Company was flourishing in 

Bombay.

Reason (R) : In this alternative history, the Marathas had won the Battle of Panipat, which 

allowed the British to expand their commercial presence.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.

(c) A is true, but R is false.                                

(d) A is false, but R is true.
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1. (a) 

Professor Gaitonde was going to 

Bombay from Pune in the train, Jijamata 

Express.

2. (d) 

The crowd at the lecture at Azad Maidan 

pelted professor Gaitonde with 

tomatoes, eggs, and other objects, out of 

rage.

3. (c) 

Professor Gaitonde found a guest house 

to stay.

4. (b) 

Khan Sahib was a passenger, who sat 

next to professor Gaitonde on the train.

5. (b) 

According to catastrophe theory, a small 

change in any situation can result in a 

shift in behaviour.

6. (b) 

Professor started investigating the 

period of Asoka to the Third Battle of 

Panipat at Town Hall.

7. (b) 

Professor Gaitonde enquired about Mr. 

Vinay Gaitonde on entering the Forbes 

building.

8. (a) 

 The professor went to the Town Hall to 

check facts from history books.

9. (c) 

He found a different set of shops and 

office buildings on Hornby Road.

10. (a) 

The audience reacted by strongly 

protesting against professor Gaitonde 

sitting on the presidential chair.

11. Azad Maidan 

12. Rajendra Deshpande

13. True 

14.  True 

15. It was a great morale booster to the 

Marathas. It established their supremacy 

in northern India. The influence of 

Bhausaheb and Vishwasrao increased. 

The East India Company postponed its 

expansionist programme. Vishwasrao 

and his brother Madhavrao had political 

sharpness and bravery. The Company’s 

influence was reduced to small areas 

near Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras.

16. Professor Gaitonde noticed an imposing 

building facing Bombay V.T. It was called 

East India House, Headquarters of the 

East India Company. He knew that the 

East India Company had been wound up 

shortly after the events of 1857. Yet here 

it was not only alive but also flourishing. 

So he concluded that history had taken a 

different turn.

Answer & Solution
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17. Professor Gaitonde or Gangadharpant 

was a historian. He had written five 

volumes on history. But his research 

work was still ongoing. He was on his 

way to Bombay. He planned to go to a 

big library and consult the history books 

there to find out how the present state of 

affairs was reached.

18.  It was Gangadhar’s first visit to this new 

Bombay. Every blue carriage carried the 

words ‘Greater Bombay Metropolitan 

Railway’ and also a small Union Jack 

painted on it. It gently reminded him that 

he had entered the British territory. An 

Anglo-Indian checked the train permits 

of the passengers.

19. The Peshwas kept the puppet regime 

alive in Delhi. There were political 

reasons for it. The Peshwas were the real 

rulers from Pune. They recognized the 

importance of the technological age 

beginning in Europe. They set up their 

centers for science and technology. The 

East India Company saw an opportunity 

to increase its influence. It offered aid 

and experts. These were accepted only to 

make the local centers self-sufficient.

20. Gangadharpant narrated to Rajendra his 

experience at the Azad Maidan meeting. 

For two days he was in a coma. He had 

met with an accident. He had now 

returned to the world he was familiar 

with. He asked Rajendra to explain where 

he had spent those days. He admitted 

that just before the collision he had been 

thinking of the catastrophic theory and 

how it could change the c ourse of 

history. He produced a page from the 

Bakhar to prove that his mind was 

working normally. The page described 

that Vishwasrao had not escaped the 

bullet; he had actually been hit and killed 

by the bullet. It was just contrary to what 

his own history book said. And he 

wanted to know the facts.

21. (b) 

Assertion (A) is true (Company 

flourished). Reason (R) is true (Marathas 

won). However, the Maratha victory 

limited the Company's influence in that 

alternate history, so R does not explain 

why the Company was flourishing.
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