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Education, Welfare of Plain
Tribe & Backward classes

Dr. Ranoj Pegu, mess.

Minister, Assam

MESSAGE

Textbooks are the key components of scholastic education. Students gain knowledge
that flows through the pages of the textbooks. Students, enriched with knowledge, are
the wealth and future of our State as well as our Nation. The Renaissance of human
civilization had been influenced by Education only. With this realization and foresight,
the present Government has accorded the highest priority to the development of the
Educational sector in the State.

The present State Government, in a bid to complement the untiring efforts of the
student community to achieve success and fulfil ones' ambition and contribute to the
welfare of the State, has been implementing various educational assistance programmes
under "Pragyan Bharati". Under this programme, Free Textbooks are being distributed
to the students from Pre Primary, Class I to Class XII which is now extended up to
degree level since 2020. The benefits have been further augmented by waiving admission
fees for the students of Secondary and Degree level. The State Government has also
waived examination fees at the Secondary level for the students from the economically
weaker section. Free uniforms are also being provided to the students up to the High
School level. Under the "Anundoram Borooah Award Scheme", free laptops and at
times, substituted with cash rewards, are being provided to meritorious students who
excel in the HSLC examinations.

The Free Textbook component of the noble programme -"Pragyan Bharati"
comprises printing, publication and distribution and, it is implemented with concerted
efforts of the Assam State Textbook Production and Publication Corporation Limited
(ASTPPC Ltd.), State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), Board
of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) and Assam Higher Secondary Education
Council (AHSEC). I thank all these wings of the education department and appreciate
their sincere hard work to make the scheme successful. My best wishes remain to all
the Students - the human resources of the Nation for relentlessly pursuing their studies
with all dedication and sincerity to gain a successful foothold to a bright future.

b

(Dr. Ranoj Pegu)
Education Minister, Assam



Preface

Sunbeam English Reader-I11 is developed and formulated in line with the learning outcomes spelt out
by NCERT. SCERT, Assam has been given the responsibility of preparing this textbook as a sequel to the
new series of textbooks for the Upper Primary level of Education in Assam for implementation from the
academic year 2020.

Learning a language means using it for a variety of purposes. Interaction, discussion and sharing of
ideas provide opportunities for gathering information about events and experiences. This textbook aims to
link the classroom experiences with life of the learners. The lessons are woven around various themes that
would make learning for learners joyful and meaningful. This would develop their sensitivity while providing a
holistic outlook towards life. The selection of lessons has been made and the language items have been
developed keeping in mind the requirements of the present day learner and the world at large. Pre-reading
activities at the beginning of each lesson will ignite the imagination of the learners to make their learning a
fruitful one. This textbook is an effort to reach out to each learner while helping them to create their own
learning experience.

At the end of each lesson a note for the teacher is appended in order to provide useful hints to make
learning of English enjoyable and enduring. As a support for teachers and learners, Quick Response
Code (Q R Code) has been introduced in this textbook. Passages for listening have also been
provided at the end of Lesson 8 of the book.

It is expected that the texts chosen to match the learning outcomes will help learners in understanding
concepts clearly. Reading these texts and interacting about their personal experiences will make a smooth shift to
the next stage of learning. It is suggested that teachers be acquainted with the curriculum and related Teaching
Leaming Materials before transacting this textbook cum workbook. The teacher with the help of defined learning
outcomes will be able to understand the learning gaps in all children including children with special needs and
thereafter plan lesson transaction accordingly for ensuring learning.

In an endeavour to make the textbook more effective, SCERT, Assam along with the team effort of the
Steering Committee, Academic Core Group, Working Group, Subject Experts, [llustrators, Facilitators in
Charge and Technical Assistants have taken great pain in preparation of this textbook. The Steering Committee
is grateful to them for their valuable advice and support. We acknowledge the contribution of the entire team
for their relentless effort and resources in bringing out this textbook. We thank those who helped us in removing
a few minor errors in the first edition of this book.

We thank the teachers, subject experts and the public for helping us update this edition of
the textbook with revisions based on the feedback received from them. We invite further
suggestions from students, parents, guardians and general public for improvement of the textbook.

“

&

(Dr. Nirada Devi)
Director, SCERT, Assam
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A Note to the Teacher

Congratulations, and welcome to the new academic year! In this session, you will be teaching English to the
students of Class VIII through Sunbeam English Reader-III, a new textbook aimed at making the learning and
teaching of English enjoyable and interesting for both learners and teachers. This textbook has eight lessons, each
based on a theme relevant for learners of this age group in terms of content and language level. The activities
accompanying the lessons are aimed at developing learners’ English comprehension skills, and their ability to listen to,
speak and write English appropriately, and with confidence. The activities are meant for learners to complete individually,
and also in pairs and groups, so that learning English is both meaningful and enjoyable for them.

As you know, learning by doing is the most effective way of learning a new skill. Learning a language
is learning a skill, because language is used to do things in real life, such as expressing our feelings, communicating
our needs, performing functions such as greeting, requesting, inviting, writing an application, and so on. We
have all learnt our language(s) by listening to what others say while they do things, and by trying to say it
ourselves, by making mistakes and not being punished for it.

Through the activities in this textbook, we hope you will encourage your learners to read and understand the
lessons by themselves, improve their vocabulary and grammar, and their speaking and writing skills. There are also
activities through which learners can practise using English for non-textual activities like making posters and signboards,
taking part in quizzes and debates, preparing speeches and stories and sharing them. We request you to let each child
try doing the activities and reading the lessons by themselves, even when you feel some children find it difficult. This
struggle is necessary for them to develop confidence to speak, read and write in English.

In this textbook, you will also find listening passages at the end to develop learners’ listening
comprehension. Please read the passages out to learners for the listening activities. Learners should only read
them after the activity to see whether they have got the correct answers. In the textbook, we have also
included a Read for Pleasure section, where there are interesting short pieces for your learners. This section
is meant to give them practice in reading for pleasure and entertainment, so that they develop the habit of
reading. You may conduct activities on the content to ensure that the learners have got into the habit of reading.

Finally, you will notice that there are lessons and activities that include stories or incidents about people
from various ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural backgrounds. There are also lessons and activities relating
to children with special needs (CWSN). These are meant to develop in your learners empathy and understanding
towards people who are different from them. Please use these lessons and activities to help your learners learn
inclusivity and acceptance, so that they can become caring, tolerant and responsible citizens of the country.

4 N
HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING DIKSHA?

° Type diksha.gov.in/app in your mobile browser and tap on install button
OR
° Search for DIKSHA in Google Play Store and tap on install button to download the app.

HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING QR CODE ON MOBILE?
Select preferred language

Choose your role: Teacher, Student or Other

Tap to scan the QR code

Grant access and allow app permissions

Focus camera on the QR code in textbook

. Click to Play QR code specific e-resource(s)

HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING QR CODE ON DESKTOP?

1. Under the QR code you will find a alphanumeric code

2 Type https://diksha.gov.in/as/get

3. Type the alphanumeric code in the search bar

4 View list of e-resources available and click on any e-resource of your choice
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Learning Outcomes

responds to instructions and announcements in school and public places viz. railway station, market,
airport, cinema hall and act accordingly

introduces guests in English, interviews people by asking questions based on the work they do
engages in conversations in English with people from different professions such as bank staff, railway
staff, etc, using appropriate vocabulary

uses formulaic/polite expressions to communicate such as ‘May I borrow your book?’, ‘I would like
to differ’, etc.

speaks short prepared speech in morning assembly
speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside surroundings
participates in grammar games and kinaesthetic activities for language learning

reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sports and games, speeches, news, debates on
T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

asks questions in different contexts and situations (e.g. based on the text/beyond the text/out of curiosity/
while engaging in conversation using appropriate vocabulary and accurate sentences)

participates in different events such as role play, poetry recitation, skit, drama, debate, speech,
elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and other such organizations

narrates stories(real or imaginary) and real life experiences in English

interprets quotations, sayings and proverbs

reads textual/non-textual materials in English/ Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events while reading

reads, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life

infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

reads a variety of texts for pleasure e.g. adventure stories and science fiction, fairy tales, also non
fiction articles, narratives, travelogues, biographies, etc.(extensive reading)

refers dictionary, thesaurus and encyclopedia as reference books for meaning and spelling while
reading and writing

prepares a write up after seeking information in print/online, notice board, newspaper, etc.

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms (e.g., clauses, comparison of adjectives,
time and tense, active passive voice, reported speech, etc.)

writes a coherent and meaningful paragraph through the process of drafting, revising, editing and
fnalizing

writes short paragraphs coherently in English/Braille with a proper beginning, middle and end with
appropriate punctuation marks

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in reference; draws character
sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives, personal diary, report, short
personal/biographical experiences etc.

develops a skit (dialogues from a story) and story from dialogues

visits a language laboratory

writes a Book Review




The Prince of Panidihing

You all know what happens when it rains heavily during the monsoon season
and floods come. In groups, note down five problems brought by floods,
and five things we should do to save ourselves. Then share your points
with the rest of the class.

Here is a story of a flood in a rural area called Chitolia and how people
responded to it. After you finish reading, compare your answers with the
story. How many things were similar?

It rained heavily all week. The swelling water of the Brahmaputra continued

rising. Panic gripped Chitolia and its neighbouring villages. Khagen’s own village
Borgaon was not far from there.

That morning, a loud roar alerted the riverside villagers. They realized that the
worst had happened; the embankment at Chitolia village was breached. Horrified,
they braced themselves for what was to come.
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In moments, huge waves of water broke into the villages. The water rolled
over some of the house-tops. The air quickly filled with the cries and wails of the
village folk huddled on roof-tops of the chang-ghars and the mad bellowing of the
livestock being swept away.

Khagen, a young man of seventeen, quickly grasped the seriousness of the
situation and swung into action. The village folk and even his classmates at
Nitaipukhuri College called him the Prince of Panidihing. “He’s a brave fellow,”
they often said.

“Ramen, hurry up!” Khagen shouted to his friend. “There’s no time to lose!
Get hold of the others. Where are Dambaru, Dhan and Abbas?” Ramen ran towards
him. “You know....”

Cutting him short, Khagen said, “We need a few rafts of banana trunks. I’ll
bring along my father’s boat. We must rush to Chitolia.”

In no time, five rafts were ready, each one steered with long poles by two
boys. The fleet of rafts with Khagen’s boat in the lead now raced towards Chitolia.
The marooned had to be rescued in no time.

By the time the people of Chitolia had been evacuated to the high grounds of
the school building, Khagen and his friends were exhausted. But there remained
the work of making arrangements of food and water for the men, women and children
sheltered in the school building. The civil authorities at Demow also had to be
informed immediately.

“Hey Khagen!” Naren kai shouted from across the stretch of flood water.
“Doctor Hatibaruah and his wife are stranded in their hospital quarters at Kotiori.
Do something, will you?”

“Ok! Naren kai,” shouted Khagen. “Dambaru, hop into the boat. We’ve got a
job,” he called out to one of his friends. Then he steered the boat towards the
dispensary. He had a knack for solving all kinds of problems.

Half an hour later, the boat reached the doctor’s house. It narrowly missed
crashing into the railing of the verandah of the doctor’s house. The doctor and
Moni Baidew heaved a sigh of great relief.

- -a;@%@%@ﬂna .



“Step into the boat, Sir and Baidew,” Khagen stretched out his hand towards
Baidew. The doctor was helped into the boat. Moni Baidew was greatly scared to
step into the boat rocking in the water. Somehow, she was also helped into the boat.
Two of the doctor’s men also got into the boat.

“We have to go upstream for some time,” Khagen told the doctor. The boat was
now quite heavy, with six persons and the doctor’s bag. But it moved on steadily.

“Are you still scared, Baidew?” Dambaru asked the doctor’s wife playfully.
She smiled. “No! Not when you two are around,” she said.

The boat took a U turn now. It began to move swiftly with the current. Khagen
and Dambaru altered the course of the boat to negotiate a sharp fall. But the next
moment, a strong undercurrent almost pulled at the boat like a magnet. Caught up
in a whirlpool, the boat capsized, throwing everyone on board into the flood waters.

Once again, Khagen was quick to respond. In the semi-darkness of the evening,
Khagen spotted Moni Baidew s head popping in and out of the water as she was
carried along by the current. An expert swimmer, Khagen dashed towards her like
an otter. He caught her by the arm and helped her to keep afloat until they reached
a mound above the flood water. The doctor was also rescued and carried to the
mound. Dambaru and the two other men somehow managed to catch hold of the
capsized boat that had almost been swept away. They also managed to bail out the
water with the tubs tied to the boat.

The boys picked up the doctor and his wife and flung them into the boat. The
crisis was over!

“Khagen! You have saved our lives, given us a new life. We shall never be

",

able to repay what you did today!” exclaimed the doctor, patting Khagen’s back.
Moni Baidew touched his arm gently and said, “Thanks, Khagen.”

“Sir!” Khagen said emotionally. ““You remember, my mom and I had visited
you in hospital three or four times when she had a serious ailment?”

“Oh yes! I remember her. How’s she now?”

- -a;@%@%@ﬂna .



Prince

“She’s fine by the grace of God and your help!”

“That’s wonderful! What do the people of the village call you? Some

“The Prince of Panidihing,” reminded Dambaru.

“You’re a real Prince,” the doctor patted Khagen’s back once again with a

smile. The bright moon lit up the muddy flood water like gleaming silver. The boat

bent its way towards the school building gracefully. The doctor knew that he would

be the only doctor in the newly set up relief camp. But with Khagen and the others

around, there wouldn’t be many problems, thought the doctor.

Z‘ACTIVITIES <

1.

2.

Answer the following questions to check your understanding:

(a)
(b)
(©)

Why did the people of Chitolia and the neighbouring villages panic?
What happened when the embankment at Chitolia village was breached?

What action did Khagen and his classmates take to rescue the villagers of
Chitolia?

(d) How did Khagen and Dambaru rescue Dr. Hatibaruah and Moni Baidew?
(e) Why did the people of the village call Khagen ‘The Prince of Panidihing’?
How much of the story do you remember? Answer these questions
quickly.

(a) Who was Khagen? How old was he?

(b) ‘It rained heavily all week.” What was the result?

(¢) ‘Inmoments, huge waves of water broke into the villages.” — What is

(d)

this situation called?

“Khagen! You have saved our lives, given us a new life.” — Who said
this? Why did he say this?

- -a;@%@%@ﬂna .



Complete the following sentences in your own words:

(a) The water rolled over some of the house-tops and

(b) By the time the people of Chitolia were evacuated,

(c¢) Half an hour later, the boat reached the doctor’s house

(d) The boat took a U turn now and

(e) Dambaru and the two other men somehow managed to catch

Read the following. Use the clues to write a summary of the situation
of Panidihing to be published in the local newspaper. Give a suitable
title.

o itrained heavily

« panic gripped the village

o the embankment was breached

« villagers took shelter on house-tops

« villagers from neighbouring villages rushed to help
« the civil authorities were also informed

o 1n no time rafts and boats were made ready

o hundreds of villagers were rescued along with their livestock
--DD”D%{@E Bao



(a) Let’s learn some grammar:
Here is the opening line of the story you have just read.
It rained heavily all week.

The word ‘heavily’ gives us more information and adds something more to
the meaning of the verb ‘rained’.

Read the following sentences from the story:
“He’s a brave fellow,” they often said.
The civil authorities at Demow also had to be informed immediately.
[t narrowly missed crashing into the railing of the verandah.
In all of these sentences, the words often, immediately, and narrowly tell us more

about the verbs (said, informed, missed).

Words such as often or immediately that give us more information about a

verb are called adverbs.

There are several types of adverbs. The most common adverbs are:

(1) Adverbs of manner
boldly, bravely, quickly, slowly, heavily, etc.
It rained heavily.

(1) Adverbs of time
ago, since, before, early, soon, already, yet, etc.
Khagen and Dambaru are coming tomorrow.
(1) Adverbs of place/position
here, there, near, up, down, everywhere, etc.

Khagen sat near Dambaru.

(iv) Adverbs of direction
left, right, towards, etc.
Khagen turned left at the crossroads.
(v) Adverbs of frequency
always, ever, never, often, everyday, etc.

Khagen is always ready to help.
o O =
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6.

(vi)  Adverbs of degree

very, too, very much, enough, so much, of course, rather, hardly,
extremely, etc.

They narrowly missed crashing into the railing of the verandah.
(vil) Interrogative adverbs
when, why, how, etc.
How is she now?
Now read the lesson again and underline all the adverbs. Also find out the

verbs to which they are adding new information.

(b) More practice with adverbs:
Underline the adverbs in the sentences below and say what types they are.
(1)  Khagen quickly grasped the situation.
(1) Hewill stay here.
(1) The civil authorities at Demow had to be informed immediately.
(tv) He had done it already.
(v)  He is strong enough to steer the raft.
(vi)  Since when has the doctor been stranded?
(vit) Moni Baidew is too afraid to board the boat.
(a) Alarge number of words in English begin with two or three consonants.
Many such words begin with the consonant ‘s’ followed by one or two

other consonants. Practise saying aloud these words beginning with
the sound /s/.

speak  steered spade space stand smile
school stranded stitch stare stretch  storm
smoke  smooth scared  smell style stream

strike  steadily  strong spring  straight spectacles

(] i_hl' 1]
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(b) Which of the words given in the box in Activity 6 (a) can you find in
the lesson? Read aloud the sentences that contain the words. Then
make five sentences with any five words from the box and practise
reading them aloud.

7. Workin groups to make five sentences with the word cards. Your sentences
should match the events in the story. You may use a card more than once.
After you have completed, read out the sentences. One is done for you.

That |morning | a | loud | roar | alerted | the | riverside | villagers.

% —— ALERTED
LOUD
GOT OR

’&OP&
HOUR
STEERED | |RIVERSIDE
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8. (a) Read this news item carefully:
Two die in Assam floods
Anil Nagar, July 16: Two persons, a man and a woman were drowned in
a devastating flood caused by heavy rains in Anil Nagar, Kamrup
(Metropolitan) district, Assam. Most of the flood affected people were
however rescued and taken to the relief camps. The district administration
sought the help of paramilitary forces in the rescue operation. Many
NGOs also offered their help in the operation.

(b) Look at the kinds of information that are mentioned in the news item

and find answers to the following questions:
(1)  Where did the flood occur?
(i) How many people died in the flood?
(ii1)) Where were the flood affected people taken to?
(iv)  Who helped the flood affected people?

(c) Imagine you are Khagen. Working with your partner, write a
newspaper report on the floods and how they affected the lives of the
people in your village and the neighbouring villages.

Your report should include the following:
(1)  The headline
(1) The dateline
(ii1)) Where and how the floods occurred
(iv) Damages caused to life and property
(v)  How the people of the village responded to the crisis
(vi) How rescue operations were carried out
(vil) Where relief camps were set up
(viii) How many people were shifted to the relief camps

(ix) What steps the government took to provide relief and rehabilitation
to the people

Use information given in the lesson to complete your report.
o E} D L.



9.

10.

11.

What would you have done if you were Khagen? Write a diary entry
describing your experience and actions on the day the floods occurred in
your village. Use the information from the main text to write your entry.

Your diary page may include the following points:

(1) Date and time of making the entry

(1)) How you alerted the people about the
breach in the embankment

(111) What steps you took to help your family and people

of the village (including alerting the civil authorities)

Project work:

Imagine your village has been inundated by the flood waters of the
Brahmaputra. Discuss in your group what steps you will take as
volunteers to provide relief to the flood victims of your village. Draw up
a plan of action.

The plan of action may include the following:

(a) Collecting donations, including clothes, food and other items of daily
use for the flood affected people

(b)  Writing to various NGOs for help

(c)  Writing to civil authorities for aid, on behalf of different individual victims

and so on
(d) Giving company to the affected children and the elderly victims
(e) Providing first aid to the flood affected people

Prepare a notice to be hung on your school noticeboard informing
the students about a free health camp to help the flood victims.

a DDD{:}%EGEP o



For the Teacher

Children in Assam are familiar with floods. The warm-up activity just before the
lesson is meant to help students communicate their experience of floods. The Post
Reading Activities 1, 2, 3 will help the teacher assess learners’ understanding of the
lesson. These should be discussed orally at first to help students practise speaking in
English. The teacher may encourage learners to first speak in their school language to
check their comprehension of the lesson. The teacher can then help them to give answers
in English.

In Activity 3, the teacher can help learners to write the details of the situations to
complete the sentences provided. This activity is meant to help the learners develop
the ability to express their understanding of the story in writing. This writing exercise
will also help learners to write news snippets in Activity 4 with suitable titles for
publication in local newspapers.

In the section ‘Let’s learn some grammar’, learners will be introduced to ‘Adverbs’
and their types. The teacher can help them to identify all adverbs in the story and find
out the verbs to which they add information. In Activity 5 (b), learners will be able to
identify adverbs and mention which type they belong to.

Activity 6 is a practice activity for consonant clusters beginning with ‘s’. This
activity will require a lot of oral practice on the part of the individual learners so that
they pronounce these words correctly. There is a common tendency to pronounce words
like ‘speak’ (one syllable) as ‘ispeak’ (two syllables). The teacher should take care to
utter the words provided in the list in Activity 6 (a) correctly so that the learners can
follow and pronounce the same accurately. Children cannot be expected to be able to
pronounce such words accurately at first, but repeated practice and encouragement will
help them improve their pronunciation.

The teacher can divide the learners into groups and help them to frame sentences
with the word cards provided in Activity 7. Learners may use the words more than
once. Activity 8 is designed to enable learners to write a newspaper report on floods.
The teacher can guide the learners to complete the report by using information given in
the lesson.

- -DDDD%{@E{:;EG .



Learners have learned to make diary entries in Class VII. Based on this lesson

and their experience, they will write a diary entry with the help of points given in
Activity 9.

In Activity 10, the learners should be encouraged to work on their own as they

prepare the plan of action for providing relief to flood victims of their village. The

teacher can monitor them while they prepare a notice about a free health camp to be

hung on the school noticeboard.

Learning Outcomes:

The learner:

>

speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside

surroundings

reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sports and games,

speeches, news, debates on T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them
reads textual/non-textual materials in English/ Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events

while reading
reads, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life

writes short paragraphs coherently in English/Braille with a proper beginning,

middle and end with appropriate punctuation marks

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in

reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives,

personal diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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My Native Land

He asked me, the old man by the street -
Blind, lonely, and poorer than me,
“Tell me what my land is like.”

“Breathe, Koka,” I said, “breathe deep!
The warm air that reminds you of your childhood friends
Is what your land is like.

The cool breeze on your face this morn
After last night’s endless thunder and rain

As they play around the treetops near ’ ‘ e
¥ [s what shapes your native land.

The chant of the evening prayer

e
Y These make the soul of your beloved land”

In the namghor, masjid, church

<= The teacher will tell learners that Koka means grandfather, dhol, pepa and :gogona are musical instruments, pitha
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and laroo are items of food, etc.



ACTIVITIES <_

1.

2.

Read the poem and answer the following questions:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
()
(g
(h)

What does the old man ask the poet?
Why does the old man ask the question to the poet?

How does the poet address the old man? What does that form of
address mean?

Why does the poet ask the old man to breathe deep?

With what does the poet compare the cool breeze on the old man’s face?
With what does the poet compare the contented gurgling of the little baby?
What does the chorus of the cuckoo and the sparrows do?

What are the things that create the soul of the poet’s beloved country?

A brief summary of each of the stanzas of the poem has been given below.
Match the stanzas with the given summaries. Mention the stanza number
alongside the correct summary.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

My native land makes me feel as safe and secure as a baby carried on a

mother’s back.

The spirit of my native land can be understood in terms of its unity in
diversity. Like different family members who have similarities and
differences, yet belong to the same family and have the same home, in
our native land, our family members practise different religions and

traditions.

The lonely, blind old man in the street asked me to describe our native

land.
Our native land is rich in its gift of nature and is brought to life by the

birds and animals that playfully roam its rich green forests.

The touch of our native land is as peaceful as the cool, fresh breeze

blowing after a night of thunder and rain.
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3. Note that the poem is a series of information to a blind man on what his

land is like. The girl provides the information by making use of the senses

that are very strong in blind persons. These senses are:
(a) touch
(b) hearing

(c) smell

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Find out the examples that the poet uses to make the old man feel
what his land is like. Here is an example: the warm air

Find out the examples that the poet uses to make the old man Aear
the sounds to understand what his land is like.

Find out the examples that the poet uses to make the old man
smell what his land is like.

Was the old man able to guess the season when the poet described
what his land was like?

4. Here are some words from the poem. Match the words in column A with

their meanings in column B:

(A) (B)
thunder satisfied
morn the happy sound made by babies
contented strong pleasant smell
gurgling the loud explosive sound that follows lightning
in the clouds
chorus strong and firm
aroma singing or speaking at the same time
sturdy morning

Now make sentences of your own using the words.
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5. (a) Practise pronouncing the following pairs of words. Then recite the
poem with correct pronunciation.

(1) sturdy - study
(11) breathe @ -  breed
(111) warm - worm
(iv) rain - ran
(V) than - then
(vi) church - search
(vii) deep - dip
(viii)  land - lend

(b) Here are a few more sentences for practice. Practise saying these
sentences after your teacher.

(1)  The sturdy boys study hard.
(1)  The worms come out when the weather is warm.
(111)) Than and then do not mean the same.
(iv)  They lend me their plough to till the land.
(v)  People search for peace in the church.
(vi)  She ran in the rain, laughing in joy.
(vii) The river is too deep to take a dip.
6. In the poem you will find the poet referring to three

musical instruments that are used in the husori
programmes of Bihu.

(a) dhol: a drum made especially for the Bihu festival
and hence called the Bihu dhol or Bihu drum
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(b) pepa: a type of pipe made out of buffalo horn 25

(c)

played during husori v

gogona: a type of stringed musical instrument
belonging to the harp family ——— e

(There are many more musical instruments used in Ausori performances. Find
more about them and write down the words naming the instruments and their
meanings. Draw their diagrams as shown above and write a small paragraph
of about six lines on the musical instruments that are used in the Bihu festival.)

Write a letter to your friend inviting him/her to your house during the
Rongali Bihu holiday. Include in your letter what special food items will
be made, what rituals will be followed and so on.

You may use the following format:

Your address
(This is called the heading.)

My dear...................... (Your friend’s name) Date

(This is called salutation.)

oay of tne letter, which you may extend to more than
(Body of the hich y y d h
one paragraph)
(Next paragraph)
L (complimentary close)
(Your friend s address) (Your name)
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(a) (i) Your teacher will read aloud a passage about an American
tourist. Listen to it carefully. As you listen, fill in the gaps in the
passage below:

The Mela is a day community fair held by the

community in at Jonbeel in Morigaon district
over the weekend of the Bihu. It is a fair in Morigaon, Assam
organized by the community. The American tourist

Gordon was delighted to know about Assam. He had heard of

and the rhinoceros. He wanted to visit the river island

. He was in time to celebrate Bihu.

(i) Answer the questions below by recalling the information from the
passage read out by your teacher:

a) What was the name of the American tourist?

b) Where did the author meet him?

c) What was the name of the author’s travel agency?
d) Which places in Assam was the tourist keen to visit?

e) In which month was the tourist in Kolkata?

(b) Now read the first passage at page 112 individually and in groups
and write a dialogue between the tourist and the author. Use the
information and enact it in the form of a role play before the class.
You can add additional information to make the role play more
interesting. The role play must begin with a proper introduction
between the author and the tourist.
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9. The poem ‘My Native Land’ refers to the “chorus of cuckoos and
sparrows”. The English language has a variety of words to denote the
sounds made by birds and animals. For example cuckoos ‘coo’ and
sparrows ‘chirp’. These words are called onomatopoeic words because
they sound similar to the actual sounds. Look at the onomatopoeic words
in the box given below. Match them correctly with the pictures of the

birds and animals given here.

Hen Lamb

Parrot Pigeon Crow Snake
cluck caw hiss bleat
hoot screech coo0 moo
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10. Let’s learn some grammar:

11.

Read this sentence:
The old man said to me, “Tell me what my land is like.”
Note that “7ell me what my land is like.” is an imperative sentence.
Imperative sentences express orders, requests, instructions, etc.
When we change imperative sentences to indirect narration we use ‘to’:
The old man asked me to tell him what his land was like.
Here are a few other sentences:
(a) The teacher said to me, “Show me your homework.”
The teacher asked me to show her my homework.
(b) The teacher said to us, “Don’t make a noise.”
The teacher told us not to make a noise.
(c) Isaid to the boy, “Please come tomorrow.”
I requested the boy to come the next day.
Rewrite the sentences below in indirect speech in the same way as the
sentences above.
(a) The poet said to the old man, “Feel the cool breeze on your face.”
(b) The man said to me, “Listen to the gurgling of that little baby.”
(c) The teacher said to us, “Enjoy your holidays.”
(d) She said to me, “Tell me your mobile phone number.”
(e) My mother tells me, “Always obey your teachers.”
(f) Isaid to him, “Come to our house tomorrow.”
(g) She said to me, “Get me a glass of water, please.”
(h) The man said to me, “Please close the gate.”
Work in pairs:
Share with your partner what inspires you the most about your native
land. It could be the following:
e The gifts of nature that your native land has, like its rivers, forests, islands,
wild life, etc.
o The beautiful people of your land, who have different cultures and celebrate
different traditions, festivals, etc.
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12. Let’s make Pitha:
Ingredients:
(1) 2 kgs of sticky rice (Bora rice)
(11) Y2 kg black sesame seeds (7i/)
(i11) 1 kg jaggery (Gur)

Directions to prepare the rice powder:

(1) Wash and soak the rice for an hour.

(i1) Strain rice and spread it out on a parchment paper or newspaper and let it
dry partially.

(111) Grind the rice to a very fine powder.

Directions to make the filling:

(1) For the filling, wash and strain sesame seeds, and let them dry.

(i1) Roast the sesame seeds in a pan until they give out a nutty fragrance.

(i11) Coarse grind the sesame seeds.

(iv) Melt jaggery in a pan, and add it to the ground sesame seeds. The filling
is ready.

Directions to make a Pitha:

(1) Heat the flat frying pan.

(11) Take some of the prepared rice flour. Spread the rice flour on the pan in
the shape of a circle or an oval. Press the flour gently with your fingers.

(i11) Put some filling on the flour.
Roll up the pitha to your desired
shape and gently push it to the
edge of the frying pan till the

pitha is crispy. You can now start
making the next pitha.
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For the Teacher

This poem, written with an Assamese flavour, is meant to inculcate patriotism. It
teaches learners to love and be grateful to one’s native land. The poem reminds readers
of the beauty and abundance which we receive from our motherland. The description
of common events with a poetic flavour is also meant to sensitize learners to literacy
aspects of poetry.

While testing the learners’ comprehension of the poem, you may use the different
senses like that of touch, smell, and listening by incorporating innovative activities.
Activities 1, 2 and 3 are designed to test the learners’ comprehension. These are to be
conducted orally before learners write them in their notebooks.

Activity 4 will help in building learners’ vocabulary. Prior to reciting the poem,
help learners to pronounce the words provided in Activities 5 (a) and (b) correctly.
Draw students’ attention to the thin line of difference in the pronunciation of words
with different spellings. This exercise will help learners use words with similar
pronunciation correctly while speaking in real life. Activity 5 (b) is especially meant to
give learners practice in saying English sentences with confidence.

A format for writing an invitation letter is given in Activity 7. Learners will
include names of food items that are made during Rongali Bihu.

Read aloud the passage for listening that has been provided at the end of the
book in the section Passages for Listening. In order to test the listening and speaking
skills of the learners, make them complete Activity 8 (a) (i) while listening, and then
ask them to answer the questions provided in Activity 8 (a) (i1). Help learners to recall
the information from the passage you have read by giving them enough clues. Provide
opportunity to each student to speak clearly and appropriately.

Before you move on to the next lesson, allow learners to read the poem aloud
with correct pronunciation.

Activity 9 is a fun activity. After learners have matched the words, encourage them
to read them aloud. You can also make them use the words in sentences of their own.

Activity 10 (Let’s learn some grammar) is a revision exercise to give learners
practice to report speech in the imperative form. In addition to the sentences given for
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practice, you can encourage learners, in pairs, to form more sentences. Other pairs can
then be asked to correct mistakes, if any.

Arrange your class into pairs and help them to share their views about what
inspires them the most about their native land. Provide them clues, besides the ones
that are given in Activity 11.

You can explore Activity 12 by engaging learners to be creative and write their
own recipes. They need to know that there can be different recipe formats. They are
expected to learn to follow the directions in recipes, enjoy reading them and share their
real life experiences.

Learning Outcomes:
The learner:
> responds to instructions and announcements in school and public places viz.
railway station, market, airport, cinema hall and act accordingly

> reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sports and games,

speeches, news, debates on T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

> participates in different events such as role play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

> narrates stories (real or imaginary) and real life experiences in English
> reads textual/non-textual materials in Engl