-,"_J'

@ SUNBEAM

A Textbook for Class - VIII

ENGUISHREADEREIII

EDUCATION (ELEMENTARY) DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM




Persons associated with the development of the
Textbook for English in Class — VIII

Resource Persons/Participants/Facilitators

in charge in the Workshops for

Members of the Academic Core Group

1. Sawpon Dowerah
developing the textbook .
2. Dr. Mizo Prova Borah
1. Prof. Madan M. Sharma
o 3. Ranjit Kumar Kalita
2. Dr. Partha Sarathi Misra )
4. Krishna Dutta Deka
3. Sawpon Dowerah ) o
) 5. Samhita Malini Baruah
4. Dr. Mizo Prova Borah ]
) 6. Chitra Lekha Sarma
5. Krishna Dutta Deka
. . . o 7. Parameswar Das
6. Samhita Malini Baruah (Compiling, Editing ]
Activities) 8. Mazafar Ali
7. Parveen Ahmed (Teacher Notes/Compiling and Reyiewers and othe:r Representatives in the
Editing) Workshops for Review
8. Chitra Lekha Sarma (Compiling, Editing . ° Prof. Madgn M‘. Sharma, (Rtd.) Dept. of EFL,
Activities) Tezpur University, Assam
9. Piyanu Boruah (Documentation) » _Sawpon Dowerah, Former A.O., SEBA
10. Dr. Juri Devi (Resource Centre Management) : ll)]roi.lPadmlm Bhuyan Boruah, Dept. of ELT, G.
., Assam
11. Mazafar Ali (Resource Support) . )
} *  Dr. Mizo Prova Borah, Deputy Director & HoD
12. Manoj Kumar Borthakur Languages, SCERT, Assam
13. Hirendra Kumar Kalita » Ranjit Kumar Kalita, Senior Lecturer, DIET
14. Rajlakshmi Sarma Barpeta
15.  Subhalakshmi Barooah e Sambhita Malini Baruah, Senior Lecturer, DIET
16. Nabanita Baruah Morigaon
17. Bedant Batuah e Chitra Lekha Sarma, i/c Director, ELTI, Assam
18. RoseMary Nag *  Manoj Kumar Borthakur, Subject Teacher,
o Phuleswari Girls’ HSS, Sivasagar
19. Rupanjali Das )
. » Jepulin Das, Assistant Teacher, Satpakhali MV
20. Jepulin Das School, Rampur, Kamrup
(F N\
Illustrators Technical Assistance
i & DTP work
I Ananta G°$°‘ Academic Coordinator 1. Mridul Sarma
i ' :Iank'flr Kaélta Dr. Mizo Prova Borah 2. Rinku Deka
- Horojyoti Sarma 3. Himangshu Hazarika
4. Himangshu Hazarika 4. Mustak Ali
\




SUNBEAM ENGLISH READER - 1l

For Class - VIII

Prepared by:
State Council of Educational Research and Training, Assam
Guwahati - 781019

1 F= 11 < PR
ClasS: oo, SeCtioN & v ROIl NO. & oo
SCNOON & e SESSION & e

Published by:
The Assam State Textbook Production and Publication Corporation Limited
Guwabhati - 781001

0]



SUNBEAM ENGLISH READER-III: A textbook for Class VIII, developed by SCERT, Assam, approved
by the Government of Assam and published by the Assam State Textbook Production and Publication
Corporation Limited, Guwahati on behalf of Govt. of Assam. Free textbook

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: No reproduction in any form of this book, in whole or in part (except for brief
quotation in critical articles or reviews) may be made without written authorization from the SCERT, Assam.

© : State Council of Educational Research and Training, Assam
Guwabhati - 781019

First Publication . 2019

Second Publication : 2020

Printed on : 70 GSM Paper

Published by . The Assam State Textbook Production and Publication Corporation Limited
Guwahati on behalf of Govt. of Assam for free distribution.

Printed by * Bramhaputra Offset
MC Road, Guwahti-3

(ii)



Education, Welfare of Plain
Tribe & Backward classes

Dr. Ranoj Pegu, mess.

Minister, Assam

MESSAGE

Textbooks are the key components of scholastic education. Students gain knowledge
that flows through the pages of the textbooks. Students, enriched with knowledge, are
the wealth and future of our State as well as our Nation. The Renaissance of human
civilization had been influenced by Education only. With this realization and foresight,
the present Government has accorded the highest priority to the development of the
Educational sector in the State.

The present State Government, in a bid to complement the untiring efforts of the
student community to achieve success and fulfil ones' ambition and contribute to the
welfare of the State, has been implementing various educational assistance programmes
under "Pragyan Bharati". Under this programme, Free Textbooks are being distributed
to the students from Pre Primary, Class I to Class XII which is now extended up to
degree level since 2020. The benefits have been further augmented by waiving admission
fees for the students of Secondary and Degree level. The State Government has also
waived examination fees at the Secondary level for the students from the economically
weaker section. Free uniforms are also being provided to the students up to the High
School level. Under the "Anundoram Borooah Award Scheme", free laptops and at
times, substituted with cash rewards, are being provided to meritorious students who
excel in the HSLC examinations.

The Free Textbook component of the noble programme -"Pragyan Bharati"
comprises printing, publication and distribution and, it is implemented with concerted
efforts of the Assam State Textbook Production and Publication Corporation Limited
(ASTPPC Litd.), State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), Board
of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) and Assam Higher Secondary Education
Council (AHSEC). I'thank all these wings of the education department and appreciate
their sincere hard work to make the scheme successful. My best wishes remain to all
the Students - the human resources of the Nation for relentlessly pursuing their studies
with all dedication and sincerity to gain a successful foothold to a bright future.

‘JFJ’-"'-«-".- J"I!" —
(Dr. Ranoj Pegu)
Education Minister, Assam



Preface

Sunbeam English Reader-111 is developed and formulated in fine with the leaming outcomes spelt out
by NCERT. SCERT, Assam has been given the responsibility of preparing this texthook as a sequel to the
new serics of textbooks for the Upper Primary level of Education in Assam for implementation from the
academic vear 20240,

Learming a language means using it for a variety of purposes. Interaction, discussion.and sharing of
ideas provide opportunitics for gathering information about events and expenences. Thgtexthook aims to
link the classroom experiences with fife of the leamners. The lessons are woven around vamous themes that
would make learming for learners jovful and meanimgtul. This would develop their sensttiviry while providing a
holistic outlook towards life, The selection of lessons has been made and thelanguage wgms have been
developed keeping in mind the requirements of the present day leamer andtheworld at Ia:lge Pre-reading
activities at the beginning of cach lesson will ignite the imagnation of thelearners to make thcir leamni inga
fruitful one. This textbook is an effort to reach out to each learner while hefping thenrto create their own
leaming expenence.

At the end of each lesson a note for the teacher 1s appended in orderte provide useful hints to make
learming of English enjoyable and enduring. As a support lor icachers and bearners, Chiick Response
Code (Q R Code) has been introduced in this fexibook. Passages for listening have also been
provided at the end of Lesson 8 of the book,

[t 15 expected that the texis chosen to mateh the leaming giifgomes will help learners in inderstandma
coneepts clearty, Reading these texts and inténaeting bout theinpersonal experiences will make a smooth shift 1o
the next stage of learning, It is suggested that igachers be acqlainted with the curriculum and related Teaching
Leaming Materials before transacting ﬂ":isp:'.tlhmk cum warkbook. The teacher with the help of defined leaming
outeomes will be able to understand the dearning gapgin all children meluding children with special needs and
thereafier plan lesson trmsactionagcordingly forensuring leaming,

In an endeavour to make thetextbook mare effective, SCERT, Assam along with the team effort of the
Steering L’ﬂmmiltc:.hqaﬂcm{c Core Group, Working Group, Subject Experts, Hlustrators, Facilitators in
Charge and Technical Assistants I'mq:t_aﬁﬁ'l areat pain i preparation of this textbook, The Steenng Commitice
is grateful to them fortheir valuable advice and suppont, We acknowledge the contribution of the entire tcam
lor their relenibess cfurt and resoumecs in bringing out this textbook, We thank those who helped us in removing
a fow miinor evris in the first edition of this book.

Wethank theqgachers, subject experts and the public for helping us update this edition of
the textbook with revisions based on the feedback received from them. We invite further
suggestions from students, parents, guardians and general public for improvement of the textbook.

“

&

(Dr. Nirada Devi)
Director, SCERT, Assam
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A Noteto the Teacher

Congratul ations, and wel cometo the new academic year! Inthissession, youwill beteaching Englishtothe
students of ClassVIII through Sunbeam English Reader-111, anew textbook aimed at making the learning and
teaching of English enjoyable and interesting for both learners and teachers. Thistextbook has eight lessons, each
based on a theme relevant for learners of this age group in terms of content and language level. The activities
accompanying thelessonsareaimed at developing learners’ English comprehension skills, and their ability tolistento,
spesk and write English appropriately, and with confidence. Theactivitiesare meant for learnersto completeindividualy,
and alsoin pairsand groups, so that learning English isboth meaningful and enjoyablefor them.

Asyou know, lear ning by doing is the most effective way of learning anew skill. Learning alanguage
islearning askill, becauselanguageisused to do thingsinreal life, such asexpressing our feelings, communicating
our needs, performing functions such as greeting, requesting, inviting, writing an application, and so on. We
have al learnt our language(s) by listening to what others say while they do things, and by trying to say it
ourselves, by making mistakes and not being punished for it.

Through the activitiesin this textbook, we hope you will encourage your learnersto read and understand the
lessons by themsdlves, improve their vocabulary and grammar, and their speaking and writing skills. Thereareaso
activitiesthroughwhichlearnerscan practise using English for non-textual activitieslikemaking postersand sgnboards,
taking part in quizzes and debates, preparing speeches and stories and sharing them. Werequest youto let each child
try doing the activities and reading the lessons by themselves, evenwhen you fedl somechildrenfindit difficult. This
struggleis necessary for them to devel op confidence to speak, read and writein English.

In this textbook, you will also find listening passages at the end to develop learners' listening
comprehension. Please read the passages out to learnersfor the listening activities. Learners should only read
them after the activity to see whether they have got the correct answers. In the textbook, we have also
included aRead for Pleasur e section, where there are interesting short pieces for your learners. This section
is meant to give them practice in reading for pleasure and entertainment, so that they develop the habit of
reading. You may conduct activities onthe content to ensure that the learners have got into the habit of reading.

Finally, you will notice that there arelessons and activities that include stories or incidents about people
from variousethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural-backgrounds. There are also lessonsand activitiesrelating
to children with special needs (CWSN). These are meant to devel op in your learners empathy and understanding
towards people who are different from them. Please use these |essons and activitiesto help your learnerslearn
inclusivity and acceptance, so that they can become caring, tolerant and responsible citizens of the country.

( HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING DIKSHA? )

° Type diksha.gov.in/app in‘your-mobile browser and tap on install button
OR
° Search for DIKSHA in Google Play Store and tap on install button to download the app.

HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING QR CODE ON MOBILE?
Select preferred language

Choose your role: Teacher, Student or Other

Tap to scan the QR code

Grant access and allow app permissions

Focus camera on the QR code in textbook

Click to Play QR code specific e-resource(s)

2
3
4
5
6.
HOW TO ACCESS E-RESOURCES USING QR CODE ON DESKTOP?
1.
2.
3.
4.

=

Under the QR code you will find a al phanumeric code

Type https://diksha.gov.infas/get

Type the alphanumeric code in the search bar

View list of e-resourcesavailable and click on any e-resource of your choice

N\
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L earning Outcomes )

respondsto instructions and announcementsin school and public placesviz. railway station, market,
arport, cinemahall and act accordingly

introducesguestsin English, interviewspeople by asking questionsbased onthework they do
engagesin conversationsin English with peoplefrom different profess onssuch asbank staff, railway
staff, etc, using appropriate vocabulary

usesformulaic/politeexpressionsto communicatesuch as‘ May | borrow your book?',“1 would like
todiffer’, etc.

speaks short prepared speech in morning assembly

speaksabout objects/eventsin the class/'school environment and outside surroundings
participatesin grammar games and kinaesthetic activitiesfor languagelearning

readsexcerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sportsand games, speeches, news, debateson
T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

asksquedtionsin different contextsand Stuations(e.g. based on thetext/beyond thetext/out of curiogity/
whileengaging in conversation using gppropriate vocabulary and accurate Ssentences)

participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama, debate, speech,
el ocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and other such organizations
narratesstories(real orimaginary) and red lifeexperiencesinEnglish

interpretsquotations, sayingsand proverbs

readstextual/non-textual materiasinEnglis/ Braillewith comprehension

identifiesdetails, characters, main ideaand sequenceof ideasand eventswhilereading

reads, compares, contrasts, thinkscritically and relatesideastolife

infersthemeaning of unfamiliar wordsby reading themin context

readsavariety of textsfor pleasure e.g. adventure storiesand sciencefiction, fairy tales, also non
fictionarticles, narratives, travel ogues, biographies, etc.(extensvereading)

refersdictionary, thesaurusand encyclopediaasreference booksfor meaning and spelling while
reading and writing

preparesawriteup after seeking information in print/online, notice board, newspaper, etc.
communi catesaccurately using gppropriategrammatica forms(e.g., dauses, comparison of adjectives,
time and tense, activepassive voice, reported speech, etc.)

writesacoherent and meaningful paragraph through the process of drafting, revising, editing and
findizing

writes short paragraphs coherently in English/Braillewith aproper beginning, middlieand end with
appropriate punctuation marks

writesanswersto textual/non-textual questionsafter comprehension/in reference; draws character
sketch, attemptsextrapolativewriting

writese-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives, persona diary, report, short
personal/biographical experiencesetc.

developsaskit (dialoguesfrom astory) and story from dialogues

vidtsalanguagelaboratory

writesaBook Review
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Lesson 1

The Prince of Panidihing

F4I'I-'I'EIW?

You all know what happens when it rains heavily during the monsoon season
and floods come. In groups, note down five problems brought by floods,
and five things we should do to save ourselves. Then share your points
with the rest of the class.

Here is a story of a flood in a rural area called Chitolia .and how people
responded to it. After you finish reading, compare your answers with the
story. How many things were similar?

It rained heavily all week. The swelling water of the Brahmaputra continued
rising. Panic gripped Chitoliaand its neighbouring villages. Khagen’s own village
Borgaon was not far from there.

That morning, aloud roar alerted theriversidevillagers. They realized that the
worst had happened; the embankment at Chitolia village was breached. Horrified,
they braced themselves for what was to come.

o308 8mee-



In moments, huge waves of water broke into the villages. The water rolled
over some of the house-tops. The air quickly filled with the cries and wails of the
village folk huddled on roof-tops of the chang-ghars and the mad bellowing of the
livestock being swept away.

Khagen, a young man of seventeen, quickly grasped the seriousness of the
situation and swung into action. The village folk and even his classmates at
Nitaipukhuri College called him the Prince of Panidihing. “He's a brave fellow,”
they often said.

“Ramen, hurry up!” Khagen shouted to his friend. “There’s no time to lose!
Get hold of the others. Where are Dambaru, Dhan and Abbas?’ Ramen ran towards
him. “You know....”

Cutting him short, Khagen said, “We need afew rafts of banana trunks. I'll
bring along my father’s boat. We must rush to Chitolia.”

In no time, five rafts were ready, each one steered with long poles by two
boys. Thefleet of rafts with Khagen's boat in the lead now raced towards Chitolia.
The marooned had to be rescued in no time.

By the time the people of Chitolia had been evacuated to the high grounds of
the school building, Khagen and his friends were exhausted. But there remained
thework of making arrangementsof food and water for the men, women and children
sheltered in the school building. The civil authorities at Demow also had to be
informed immediately.

“Hey Khagen!” Naren kai shouted from across the stretch of flood water.
“Doctor Hatibaruah and his wife are stranded in their hospital quarters at Kotiori.
Do something, will you?’

“Ok! Naren kai,” shouted Khagen. “Dambaru, hop into the boat. We' ve got a
job,” he called out to one of his friends. Then he steered the boat towards the
dispensary. He had a knack for solving al kinds of problems.

Half an hour later, the boat reached the doctor’s house. It narrowly missed
crashing into the railing of the verandah of the doctor’s house. The doctor and
Moni Baidew heaved asigh of great relief.

'DDDQ'%&-’D o~



“Step into the boat, Sir and Baidew,” Khagen stretched out his hand towards
Baidew. The doctor was helped into the boat. Moni Baidew was greatly scared to
step into the boat rocking in the water. Somehow, she was a so hel ped into the boat.
Two of the doctor’s men also got into the boat.

“We haveto go upstream for sometime,” Khagen told the doctor. The boat was
now quite heavy, with six persons and the doctor’s bag. But it moved on steadily.

“Areyou still scared, Baidew?’ Dambaru asked the doctor’swife playfully.
She smiled. “No! Not when you two are around,” she said.

Theboat took aU turn now. It began to move swiftly with the current. Khagen
and Dambaru altered the course of the boat to negotiate a sharp fall. But the next
moment, a strong undercurrent almost pulled at the boat like a magnet. Caught up
inawhirlpool, the boat capsized, throwing everyone onboard into the flood waters.

Onceagain, Khagen was quick torespond. Inthe semi-darkness of the evening,
Khagen spotted Moni Baidew's head poppingin and out of the water as she was
carried along by the current. An expert swimmer, Khagen dashed towards her like
an otter. He caught her by the arm and helped her to keep afloat until they reached
a mound above the flood water. The doctor was also rescued and carried to the
mound. Dambaru and the two other men somehow managed to catch hold of the
capsized boat that had almost been swept away. They also managed to bail out the
water with the tubs tied to the boat.

The boys picked up the doctor and hiswife and flung them into the boat. The
crisswas over!

“Khagen! You have saved our lives, given us a new life. We shall never be
able to repay what you did today!” exclaimed the doctor, patting Khagen's back.
Moni Baidew touched his arm gently and said, “ Thanks, Khagen.”

“Sir” Khagen said emotionally. “ You remember, my mom and | had visited
you in hospital three or four times when she had a serious ailment?’

“Oh yes! | remember her. How's she now?”’



“She'sfine by the grace of God and your help!”

“That's wonderful! What do the people of the village call you? Some

“The Prince of Panidihing,” reminded Dambaru.

“You're areal Prince,” the doctor patted Khagen's back once again with a
smile. The bright moon lit up the muddy flood water like gleaming silver. The boat
bent itsway towardsthe school building gracefully. The doctor knew that hewould
be the only doctor in the newly set up relief camp. But with Khagen and the others
around, there wouldn’t be many problems, thought the doctor.

Z‘ACTIVITIES <

1.

Answer the following questions to check your under standing:

(@)
(b)
(©)

Why did the people of Chitoliaand the neighbouring villages panic?
What happened when the embankment at Chitoliavillage was breached?

What action did Khagenand his classmatestake to rescue the villagers of
Chitolia?

(d) How did Khagen and Dambaru rescue Dr. Hatibaruah and Moni Baidew?
(e) Why didthepeopleof thevillage call Khagen‘ The Prince of Panidihing’ ?
How much of the story do you remember? Answer these questions
quickly.

(@ Who was Khagen? How old was he?

(b) ‘It rained heavily al week.” What was the result?

(c) ‘Inmoments, huge waves of water brokeinto thevillages.’ —What is

(d)

this situation called?

“Khagen! You have saved our lives, given usanew life.” —Who said
this? Why did he say this?

'DDDQHE-’D o~



Complete the following sentencesin your own words:

(@ Thewater rolled over some of the house-tops and

(b) By thetime the people of Chitoliawere evacuated,

(c) Half an hour later, the boat reached the doctor’s house

(d) The boat took a U turn now and

(e) Dambaru and the two other' men somehow managed to catch

Read thefollowing. Usethe cluestowritea summary of thesituation
of Panidihingto be published in thelocal newspaper. Give a suitable
title.

o itrained heavily

« panic gripped the village

o _the embankment was breached

« Villagerstook shelter on house-tops

« Villagersfrom neighbouring villages rushed to help

« thecivil authorities were also informed

« Innotime rafts and boats were made ready

« hundreds of villagers were rescued along with their livestock

'DDDQ'L‘)’-’D o~



5.

(&) Let’'slearn some grammar:
Hereisthe opening line of the story you have just read.
It rained heavily all week.

Theword ‘heavily’ gives us more information and adds something moreto
the meaning of theverb ‘rained’.

Read the following sentences from the story:

“He'sabravefellow,” they often said.

Thecivil authorities at Demow also had to be informed immediately.

It narrowly missed crashing into therailing of the verandah.
In all of these sentences, the words often, immediately, and narrowly tell us more
about the verbs (said, informed, missed).

Words such as often or immediately that give us more information about a
verb are called adverbs.

There are several types of adverbs. The most common adverbs are:

() Adverbsof manner
boldly, bravely, quickly; slowly, heavily, etc.
It rained heavily.

(i) Adverbsof time
ago, since, before, early, soon, already, yet, etc.
Khagen and Dambaru are coming tomorrow.
(i) Adverbs of place/position
here, there, near, up, down, everywhere, etc.
Khagen sat near Dambaru.
(iv) Adverbsof direction
left, right, towards, €tc.
Khagen turned | eft at the crossroads.

(v) Adverbsof frequency
always, ever, never, often, everyday, etc.
Khagen isawaysready to help.
“Ba -JQ@% o~



6.

(vi) Adverbs of degree

very, too, very much, enough, so much, of course, rather, hardly,
extremely, etc.

They narrowly missed crashing into therailing of the verandah.
(vii) Interrogative adverbs

when, why, how, etc.

How is she now?
Now read the lesson again and underline all the adverbs. Also find out the
verbs to which they are adding new information.

(b) More practice with adverbs:
Underline the adver bsin the sentences below and say what typesthey are.

()  Khagen quickly grasped the Situation.

(i)  Hewill stay here.

(i)  Thecivil authoritiesat Demow had to be informed immediately.
(iv) Hehad doneit already.

(v) Heisstrong enough to steer the raft.

(vi) Since when has the doctor been stranded?

(vii) Moni Baidew istoo afraid to board the boat.

(a) A largenumber of wordsin English begin with twoor threeconsonants.
Many suchwordsbegin with theconsonant ‘s followed by oneor two
other consonants. Practise saying aloud these wor ds beginning with
the sound /</.

speak  steered  spade  space  dand smile
school stranded  gitch stare stretch  storm
snoke  smooth scared  smédl style stream
strike seadily drong  sporing dtraight  spectacles
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(b) Which of thewordsgiven in thebox in Activity 6 (a) can you find in
the lesson? Read aloud the sentences that contain the words. Then

make five sentences with any five words from the box and practise
reading them aloud.

7. Work in groupsto makefive sentenceswith theword cards. Your sentences
should match the eventsin the story. You may use a card morethan once.
After you have completed, read out the sentences. Oneisdonefor you.

That | morning! a| loud |.roar | alerted | the | riverside | villagers.

4::::7<<::> INTO | | ALERTED <;:j>
LOUD
cor | | orR

% HOUR BOAT &
STEERED | |RIVERSIDE

-:DS{:}%@%C%:;;




8. (a) Read thisnewsitem carefully:
Two diein Assam floods
Anil Nagar, July 16: Two persons, aman and awoman were drowned in
a devastating flood caused by heavy rains in Anil Nagar, Kamrup
(Metropolitan) district, Assam. Most of the flood affected people were
however rescued and taken to therelief camps. The district administration

sought the help of paramilitary forces in the rescue operation. Many
NGOs also offered their help in the operation.

(b) Look at thekindsof information that are mentioned inthenewsitem
and find answersto the following questions:
(i) Wheredid the flood occur?
(i) How many people died in the flood?
(ili) Where were the flood affected people taken to?
(iv) 'Who helped the flood affected people?

(c) Imagine you are Khagen. Working with your partner, write a
newspaper report on thefloodsand how they affected thelivesof the
peoplein your village and theneighbouring villages.

Your report should include the following:
(i) Theheadline
(i) Thedateline
(ili)  Where and how the floods occurred
(iv) Damages caused to life and property
(v) How the people of the village responded to the crisis
(vi) How rescue operations were carried out
(vii) Where relief camps were set up
(viii) How many people were shifted to the relief camps

(ix) What stepsthe government took to providerelief and rehabilitation
to the people

Useinformation given in the lesson to complete your report.
DSD%E}EOEI o



9. What would you have done if you were Khagen? Write a diary entry
describing your experience and actionson the day the floodsoccurred in
your village. Usethe information from the main text to writeyour entry.

10.

Your diary page may include the following points:

(i)
(i1)

(ii1)  What stepsyou took to help your family and people '

Date and time of making the entry

How you alerted the people about the
breach in the embankment

of thevillage (including aerting thecivil authorities)

Project work:

Imagine your village has been.inundated by the flood waters of the
Brahmaputra. Discussin-your group what steps you will take as
volunteersto providerelief to theflood victims of your village. Draw up
a plan of action.

The plan of action may include the following:

(@)

(b)
(©

(d)
(€)

Collecting donations, including clothes, food and other items of daily
usefor the flood affected people

Writing to.various NGOs for help

Writing to civil authoritiesfor aid, on behaf of different individual victims
and so on

Giving company to the affected children and the elderly victims
Providing first aid to the flood affected people

Prepare a notice to be hung on your school noticeboard informing
the students about a free health camp to help the flood victims.

" DSE}%@ EC%G s



For the Teacher

Children in Assam are familiar with floods. The warm-up activity just before the
lesson is meant to help students communicate their experience of floods. The Post
Reading Activities 1, 2, 3 will help the teacher assess learners’ understanding of the
lesson. These should be discussed orally at first to help students practise speaking in
English. The teacher may encourage learners to first speak in their school language to
check their comprehension of the lesson. Theteacher can then help themto giveanswers
in English.

In Activity 3, the teacher can help learnersto write the details of the situations to
complete the sentences provided. This activity is meant to help the learners develop
the ability to express their understanding of the story in writing. This writing exercise
will aso help learners to write news snippets in Activity 4 with suitable titles for
publication in local hewspapers.

Inthesection ‘ Let’slearn some grammar’, learnerswill beintroduced to * Adverbs
and their types. The teacher can help them to identify all adverbsin the story and find
out the verbs to which they add information. In Activity 5 (b), learners will be able to
identify adverbs and mention which type they belong to.

Activity 6 is a practice activity for consonant clusters beginning with ‘s'. This
activity will require alot-of oral practice on the part of the individual learners so that
they pronouncethesewords correctly. Thereisacommon tendency to pronounce words
like ‘speak’ (one syllable) as ‘ispeak’ (two syllables). The teacher should take care to
utter the words provided in the list in Activity 6 (a) correctly so that the learners can
follow and pronounce the same accurately. Children cannot be expected to be able to
pronounce such words accurately at first, but repeated practice and encouragement will
help them improve their pronunciation.

Theteacher can divide the learnersinto groups and hel p them to frame sentences
with the word cards provided in Activity 7. Learners may use the words more than
once. Activity 8 is designed to enable learners to write a newspaper report on floods.
Theteacher can guide the learnersto complete the report by using information given in
the lesson.

'DDD'::I'*]'_Q-"D o~



Learners have learned to make diary entries in Class VII. Based on this lesson
and their experience, they will write a diary entry with the help of points given in
Activity 9.

In Activity 10, the learners should be encouraged to work on their own as they
prepare the plan of action for providing relief to flood victims of their village. The
teacher can monitor them while they prepare a notice about a free health camp to be
hung on the school noticeboard.

L ear ning Outcomes:

The learner:

>

speaks about objects/events in the class/school ‘environment and outside
surroundings

reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sports and games,
speeches, news, debates on T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

reads textual/non-textual materials in English/ Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

reads, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life

writesshort paragraphs coherently in English/Braille with a proper beginning,
middle and end with appropriate punctuation marks

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in
reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives,
personal diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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M

He asked me, the old man by the street -
Blind, lonely, and poorer than me,

“Tell mewhat my land islike. &
7,

“Breathe, Koka,” | said, “breathe deep!
The warm air that reminds you of your childhood friends
b |swhat your land islike.

y Native Land

The cool breeze on your face thismorn
After last night’s endless thunder and rain
|s the peaceful breath of your land. = _ 2

The contented gurgling of that little bab
A_-Tied to her mother’s sturdy back

_Asthey play around the treetops near fﬁd
= |Swhat shapes your native land.

The chant of the evening prayer = _
In the namghor, masjid, church  ——— =
= These make the soul of your beloved land” §4

<= Theteacher will tell learners that Koka means grandfather, dhol, pep.)a and Qogona are musical instruments, pitha

and laroo are items of food, etc.
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ACTIVITIES <_

1.

2.

Read the poem and answer the following questions:

(@
(b)
(©)

(d)
(€)
(f)
(9)
(h)

What does the old man ask the poet?
Why does the old man ask the question to the poet?

How does the poet address the old man? What does that form of
address mean?

Why does the poet ask the old man to breathe deep?

With what does the poet compare the cool breeze on the old man’sface?
Withwhat doesthe poet compare the contented gurgling of thelittle baby?
What does the chorus of the cuckoo.and the sparrows do?

What are the things that create the soul of the poet’s beloved country?

A brief summary of each of the stanzas of the poem has been given below.
M atch the stanzaswith the given summaries. M ention the stanza number
alongside the correct summary.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

My native land makes me feel as safe and secure as a baby carried on a

mother’s back.

The spirit of my native land can be understood in terms of its unity in
diversity. Like different family members who have similarities and
differences, yet belong to the same family and have the same home, in
our native land, our family members practise different religions and

traditions.
The lonely, blind old man in the street asked me to describe our native

land.
Our native land isrich in its gift of nature and is brought to life by the

birds and animals that playfully roam its rich green forests.
The touch of our native land is as peaceful as the cool, fresh breeze

blowing after a night of thunder and rain.
o222\ Eme o
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3. Notethat the poem isa seriesof information to a blind man on what his
land islike. Thegirl providestheinfor mation by making use of the senses
that are very strongin blind persons. These senses are:

(@) touch

(b) hearing

(c) smdll
(i)

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

Find out the examples that the poet uses to make the old man feel
what hisland islike. Here is an example: the'warm air

Find out the exampl es that the poet usesto make the old man hear
the sounds to understand what hisland is like.

Find out the examples that the poet uses to make the old man
smell what hisland islike.

Was the old man abl e to guess the season when the poet described
what hisland was like?

4. Herearesomewordsfromthe poem. Match thewordsin column A with
their meaningsin column B:

(A) (B)
thunder satisfied
morn the happy sound made by babies
contented strong pleasant smell
gurgling the loud explosive sound that follows lightning
in the clouds
chorus strong and firm
aroma singing or speaking at the same time
sturdy morning

Now make sentences of your own using the words.
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5.

6.

(a) Practise pronouncing the following pairs of words. Then recite the
poem with correct pronunciation.

) sturdy - study
(i) breathe -  breed
(i) warm - worm
(iv) rain - ran
(V) than - then
(vi) church - search
(vii) deep - o dip
(viii)  land = lend

(b) Here are a few more sentences for practice. Practise saying these
sentences after your teacher.

(i)  The sturdy boys study hard.

(i)  Theworms come out when the weather iswarm.
(ili)  Than and then do.not mean the same.

(iv)  They lend me their plough to till the land.

(v) «People searchfor peace in the church.

(vi) — Sheranintherain, laughinginjoy.

(vii) Theriver istoo deep to take a dip.

In the poem you will find the poet referring to three
musical instruments that are used in the husori
programmes of Bihu.

(@) dhol: adrum made especialy for the Bihu festival
and hence called the Bihu dhol or Bihu drum
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(b) pepa: atype of pipe made out of buffalo horn -

(©)

played during husori v

gogona: a type of stringed musical instrument
belonging to the harp family I

(Therearemany more musical instruments used in husori performances. Find
more about them and write down the words naming the instruments and their
meanings. Draw their diagrams as shown above and write a small paragraph
of about six lineson the musical instrumentsthat are used inthe Bihu festival.)

Write a letter to your friend inviting him/her to your house during the
Rongali Bihu holiday. Includeinyour letter what special food items will
be made, what rituals will be followed and so on.

You may use the following for mat:

Your address

(Thisiscalled the heading.)
My dear.........c. o0, (Your friend’s name) Date

(Thisis called salutation.)

(Body of the | etter, which you may extend to more than
one paragraph)

(Next paragraph)

(complimentary close)

(Your friend’s address) (Your name)

ome o5\ Dme a s
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8.

(@) (i) Your teacher will read aloud a passage about an American
tourist. Listen to it carefully. As you listen, fill in the gaps in the
passage below:

The Melais a day community fair_held by the

community in at Jonbed inMorigaon district
over the weekend of the Bihu. It isafair in Morigaon, Assam
organized by the community. TheAmericantourist

Gordon was delighted to know about Assam. He had heard of

and the rhinoceros. He wanted to visit the river iSland

. Hewasin time to celebrate Bihu.

(i) Answer the questions below by recalling the information from the
passage read out by your teacher:

a) What wasthe name of the American tourist?

b) Where did the author meet him?

c) What was the name of the author’s travel agency?
d) © Which placesin Assam was the tourist keen to visit?
e) Inwhich month was the tourist in Kolkata?

(b) Now read the first passage at page 112 individually and in groups
and write a dialogue between the tourist and the author. Use the
information and enact it in theform of arole play beforethe class.
You can add additional information to make the role play more

interesting. The role play must begin with a proper introduction
between the author and thetourist.

o256\ 2 as
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The poem ‘My Native Land’ refers to the “chorus of cuckoos and
gparrows’. The English language has a variety of words to denote the
sounds made by birds and animals. For example cuckoos ‘coo’ and
gparrows ‘chirp’. These words are called onomatopoeic wor ds because
they sound similar to the actual sounds. L ook at the onomatopoeic wor ds

in the box given below. Match them correctly with the pictures of the
birds and animals given here.

Parrot Crow
cluck caw hiss bleat
hoot screech Coo Moo
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10. Let’slearn somegrammar:
Read this sentence:
The old man said to me, “ Tell me what my land is like.”
Note that “Tell me what my land is like.” is an imperative sentence.
I mper ative sentences express orders, requests, instructions, etc.
When we change imperative sentences to indirect narration we use ‘to’:
The old man asked me to tell himwhat his land was like.
Here are a few other sentences:
(@) The teacher said to me, “ Show me your homework.”
The teacher asked me to show her my homework.
(b) Theteacher said to us, “Don’t make anoise.”
The teacher told us not to make a noise.
(c) | saidto the boy, “Please come tomorrow.”
| requested the boy to come the next day.
Rewrite the sentences below in‘indirect speech in the same way as the
sentences above.
(@) The poet said to the old man, “Feel the cool breeze on your face.”
(b) The man said tome, “Listen to the gurgling of that little baby.”
(c) Theteacher said to us, “Enjoy your holidays.”
(d) Shesaid to me, “Tell meyour mobile phone number.”
(e) My mother tells me, “Always obey your teachers.”
(f) 1 said to him, “Come to our house tomorrow.”
(g) Shesaidto me,“Get me aglass of water, please.”
(h) ~The man said to me, “Please close the gate.”

11. Work in pairs.
Share with your partner what inspires you the most about your native
land. It could be the following:
e Thegiftsof naturethat your nativeland has, likeitsrivers, forests, islands,
wild life, etc.

e Thebeautiful peopleof your land, who have different culturesand celebrate
different traditions, festivals, etc.

o8\ @me s
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12. Let’smake Pitha:
I ngredients:
(i) 2Kkgsof sticky rice (Borarice)
(i) %2kg black sesame seeds (Til)
(i) 1kg jaggery (Gur)
Directionsto preparetherice powder:
(i) Wash and soak the rice for an hour.

(i) Strainriceand spread it out on aparchment paper or newspaper and let it
dry partially.

(iii) Grind thericeto avery fine powder.

Directionsto make thefilling:

(i) For thefilling, wash and strain sesame seeds, and let them dry.

(i) Roast the sesame seedsin apan until they give out a nutty fragrance.

(iii) Coarse grind the sesame seeds.

(iv) Méetjaggery inapan, and add it to the ground sesame seeds. Thefilling
IS readly.

Directionsto make a Pitha:

(i) Heattheflat frying pan.

(1) ‘Takesomeof the prepared rice flour. Spread the rice flour on the panin
the shape of acircle or an oval. Press the flour gently with your fingers.

(iii) Put some filling on the flour.
Roll up the pithato your desired
shape and gently push it to the "%
edge of the frying pan till the
pithaiscrispy. You can now start
making the next pitha.
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For the Teacher

This poem, written with an Assamese flavour, is meant to incul cate patriotism. It
teacheslearnersto love and be grateful to one’s native land. The poem remindsreaders
of the beauty and abundance which we receive from our motherland. The description
of common events with a poetic flavour is also meant to sensitize learners to literacy
aspects of poetry.

Whiletesting thelearners comprehension of the poem, you may use the different
senses like that of touch, smell, and listening by incorporating innovative activities.
Activities 1, 2 and 3 are designed to test the learners’ comprehension. These are to be
conducted orally before learners write them in their notebooks.

Activity 4 will help in building learners vocabulary. Prior to reciting the poem,
help learners to pronounce the words provided in Activities 5(a) and (b) correctly.
Draw students’ attention to the thin line of difference in the pronunciation of words
with different spellings. This exercise will help learners use words with similar
pronunciation correctly while speaking inreal life:Activity 5 (b) is especially meant to
give learners practice in saying English sentences with confidence.

A format for writing an invitation letter is given in Activity 7. Learners will
include names of food items that are made during Rongali Bihu.

Read aloud the passage for listening that has been provided at the end of the
book in the sectionPassagesfor L istening. In order to test the listening and speaking
skills of the learners, make them complete Activity 8 (a) (i) while listening, and then
ask them to answer the questions provided in Activity 8 (a) (ii). Help learners to recall
the information from the passage you have read by giving them enough clues. Provide
opportunity to each student to speak clearly and appropriately.

Before you move on to the next lesson, allow learners to read the poem aoud
with correct pronunciation.

Activity 9isafun activity. After learners have matched the words, encourage them
to read them aloud. You can also make them use the words in sentences of their own.

Activity 10 (Let's learn some grammar) is a revision exercise to give learners
practice to report speech in the imperative form. In addition to the sentences given for
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practice, you can encourage learners, in pairs, to form more sentences. Other pairs can
then be asked to correct mistakes, if any.

Arrange your class into pairs and help them to share their views about what
inspires them the most about their native land. Provide them clues, besides the ones
that are given in Activity 11.

You can explore Activity 12 by engaging learners to be creative and write their
own recipes. They need to know that there can be different recipe formats. They are
expected to learn to follow the directions in recipes, enjoy reading them and share their
real life experiences.

L ear ning Outcomes:
The learner:
» responds to instructions and announcementsinschool and public places viz.
railway station, market, airport, cinema hall and act accordingly

> reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sports and games,
speeches, news, debates on T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

> participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

> narrates stories (real ‘or imaginary) and real life experiences in English
> reads textual/non-textual materials in English/Braille with comprehension

> identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

» infersthe meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

» communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms(e.g., clauses,
comparison of adjectives, time and tense, active voice, passive voice, reported
speech, etc.)

> writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives,
personal diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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Lesson 3

Explorelndia: Quiz Time R

BE8GSL

Look at the picture below:
What is happening?
Who are the people that you see there?
What do the letters A, B, C, D, E stand for?
What kind of information will be put up on the scoreboard?
What is the gentleman with a sheet of paper in"his hand doing?
As you may have guessed, this is a picture of a quiz show.
In pairs, tell each other what happens in a quiz.competition.
Then read more about the quiz in the lesson below.

by asking questions. It is a test of knowledge between individuals or teams as a
form of entertainment.
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L et’sread about a quiz programmein which five school teams aretaking part:

Host: Good morning, everybody! | am Anjali Das. | am an Assistant Teacher of
thisschool, and your host today. A very warm welcometo this State L evel School
Quiz Competition. Our contestants have comefrom all over the state. Five school
teams from the five zones of the state, with two members in each team, have
reached this selection phase. Only one school team from these will be selected to
represent Assam in the National School Quiz Competition to be held in New
Delhi next month. We have with us today the renowned Quizmaster of the state
Mr. P. K. Baruah who has consented to conduct the quiz. Let uswelcome Baruah
Sir with a big round of applause. Thank you.

Teams, may | now request you to introduce yourselves.

Team A (a member): Hello everybody, and good morning! | am Arnab Gohain
and thisismy partner Dipali Chetri. We are representing the East Zone, and we are
from C.R. School, Tinsukia.

Team B (amember): Good morning everybody! We are Rehena Sultana and Pahi
Das from Tezpur Academy, Sonitpur. We represent the North Zone.

Team C (a member): Good morning! My name is Himani Mazumdar and my
friend’snameis Samiran Ghosh. We have come from Dispur H.S. School, Kamrup
(Metro). Oursisthe Central Zone.

Team D (a member): Hello'everyone, and good morning! I’'m Namita Sinha and
my partner is Rita Doley. The name of our school is R.K.M. School, Cachar. We
are representing the South Zone.

Team E (amember): Good morning! My nameisHazrat Ali. My partner’s name
Is Ragjen Kalita. We are from Govt. H.S. School, Barpeta, representing the West
Zone. Thank you.

Host: Thank you all. All the best for the quiz! Now let me introduce our scorer
today. She isAparna, a Class-XII student of the organising school. It's time now
for thereal action. Over to our respected Quizmaster Sir.
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Quizmaster: Good morning everybody present here, and good luck to al the
contesting teams! Before | begin, | request the scorer to tell you the rules of the
guiz competition, please.

Scorer: Thank you, Sir. Therewill befiveroundsintotal. In each round, each team
will get at least one direct question. For every correct answer, you will get ten
marks and for a passed over question, five markswill be awarded. Therewill beno
negative marks for awrong answer. Each team will get only ten'seconds to answer
aquestion. Theteam which scoresthe highest markswill bethewinner. Thewinning
team will represent the state in the National Level Quiz competition. That's all.
Thank you.

Quizmaster: Thank you, Aparna. Teams, are you ready?

Teams: Yes, Sir!

Quizmaster : Contestants, asyou know, thisquiz competitionisapart of the National
Level Quiz Competition. So our questions will e based on our knowledge of our

country, India. The first round isbased on the subject familiar to you all — Assam
and the North East region of India

L et’sbegin with an easy question. I’ ll'ask you aquestion and give you four possible
options. You will haveto select the correct answer. Here goes the first question to
TeamA.

The ancient name of Assam was Kamrup. It was also known by another name.
What isit?Option (A) Kamatapur, Option (B) Sonitpur, Option (C) Pragjyotishpur
and Option (D) Rangpur.

Team A: Pragjyotishpur, Sir!

Quizmaster: Absolutely correct! Good start. You will get 10 points. Team B, now
your question: Su-ka-pha was the first king to establish the Ahom kingdom in

Assam. In which year did the Ahoms come to this region of the country? Option
(A) 1600 AD, Option (B) 1282 AD, Option (C) 1826 AD and Option (D)1228 AD

[eam B: Sir, itis1228 AD.
o mafmieh 24\ Beme
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Quizmaster: Quite right. You will also get 10 marks. The next question is for
Team C: Which country does not share a border with Assam?

Option (A) Bhutan, Option (B) Myanmar, Option (C) Bangladesh and Option (D)
All of these

Team C: We think Myanmar, Sir.

Quizmaster: Are you not sure? Yes! You are correct. So 10 points to you. Now
your question, Team D: Assam came under British Rule in 1826. Can you tell us
from whom the British government took over the administration of Assam? Option
(A) The Mughals, Option (B) The Bengalis, Option (C) The Burmese, Option (D)
None of these.

Team D: Sir, it was from the Burmese,

Quizmaster: Correct answer! 10 pointsto you, Team D. All the four teams have
started well. Now your turn, Team E, this questionisfor you: Whereisthe‘ Talatal
Ghar’ built by the Ahom kingslocated? Option (A) Gargaon, Option (B) Charaideo,
Option (C) Rangpur and Option (D) Jorhat.

Team E: Rangpur, Sir. It was the old name of Sivasagar.

Quizmaster: Oh! You know: it. Full marksto you. With thiswe come to the end of
the first round. All the five teams are equally poised at ten points each.

Now we go on to thesecond round, whichisnamed, ‘ Get the facts: The Nation and
the States . Thistime’ll start with Team E. Hope you are ready. Here goesthefirst
guestion: We know that our country Indiais aso known as Hindustan. What isthe
other name for India?

Team E: Umm...! Passed.
Quizmaster: Team D?
Team D: Bharat!
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Quizmaster: Yes. ‘Bharat’ or ‘Bharatvarsha is another name for India, named
after the son of Dushyanta and Shakuntala, whom ‘ The Mahabharata’ creditswith
conguering the whole of the known world.

WEell, Team D, you will get 5 points for a passed over question. The next direct
guestionistoyou Team D: TheIndianflagisreferredtoas‘ Tiranga’ or ‘tricolour’.
Can you say why?

Team D: Asit hasthree colours. saffron, white and green.

Quizmaster: Absolutely. Full pointsto you. Team C, your question: We know that
the white in our flag stands for peace and truth. What does the saffron signify?

Team C: Sorry Sir, passed.

Quizmaster: Passed to Team B.

Team B: Passed.

Quizmaster: TeamA?

Team A: The colour signifies courage and sacrifice, Sir.

Quizmaster: Well done, Team A. You will get 5 points for this answer. Now, a
direct question to Team B: What is the navy blue wheel in the centre of the white
band of the flag called and what does it indicate?

Team B: Passed.

Quizmaster: TeamA?

Team A: Passed.

Quizmaster: You, Team E?

Team E: Passed Sir!

Quizmaster: Team D?

Team D: Sorry Sir.

Quizmaster: Team C, can you answer?
Team C: We don’'t know the answer, Sir.
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Quizmaster: No team could give the answer. It is called the Ashok Chakra or
Dharma Chakra, and it isawheel with twenty four spokes. It signifiesthat thereis
life in movement and death in stagnation. Well, Aparna, please let us know the
scores at the end of this round.

Scorer: At theend of thefirst two rounds Team A has scored 15 points, Team B 10
points, Team C 10 points, Team D 25 points and Team E has got 10 points.

Quizmaster: Thank youAparna. At thispoint, Team D isahead of the other teams.
We will now begin the third round with the first question to Team B: You might
know that Porbandar isthe birthplace of MahatmaGandhi, the Father of the Nation.
Do you know in which state Porbandar is |located?

Team B: Uttar Pradesh, Sir.

Quizmaster: Sorry, wrong answer. Passed to Team C.
Team C: Maharashtra.

Quizmaster: No. Team D?

Team D: Madhya Pradesh.

Quizmaster: Incorrect. Team E?

Team E: Gujarat.

Quizmaster: Correct answer. So, you will get 5 points. The next question goes to
Team C: You know that the famous marble stone monument — the Tg) Mahal —is
located at Agra. Do you know who built it and why?

Team C: Shah Jahan, but | don’t know the reason.
Quizmaster: All right, Team D, can you say why?
Team D: Shah Jahan built it in memory of hiswife Mumtaz Mahal.

Quizmaster: Yes, you areright. Both Team C and D will share 5 points each. Now
Aparna, who will get the direct question?

Scorer: Team D, Sir.
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Quizmaster: Okay. A direct question to you, Team D. A famous temple of the
Sikhsislocated in Amritsar, in Punjab. What isit called?

Team D: Gurudwara, Sir.
Quizmaster: By what nameisit known? Team E?

Team E: The Golden Temple, Sir.

Quizmaster: Yes, it was built by Guru Ram Das. 5 pointsto you, Team E. The next
guestion is to you, Team E. Digboi is known for its oil fields and the first ail
refinery in India. In which stateisit located?

Team E: Assam
Quizmaster: Correct answer. 10 points to you. Direct question to Team A: This

place is known for the historic Salt March by Gandhiji.in 1930. Which place am |
talking about?

Team A: Passed.
Quizmaster: Team B?
Team B: Passed.
Quizmaster: Team C?
Team C: Dandiin Gujarat

Quizmaster: Absolutely right answer. 5 points for a passed over question. With
these questions this round is over. Can you tell us the score at this level, Aparna?

Scorer: Yes Sir. At the end of thisround, Team A remainsat 15 points, Team B 10,
Team C scores 15, Team D gets 30 and Team E hasrisen to 20 points.

Quizmaster: Thank you, Aparna. Now the fourth round starts. The first question
goes to Team D. The largest population of Indian rhinos can be seen here. What
place am | talking about?

leam D: Kaziranga National Park
o @ 35\ Eampe
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Quizmaster: Quiteright. Full pointsto Team D. Team C, aquestion for you: What
is the ancient name of Patna, the capital of Bihar?

Team C: Passed.

Quizmaster: Team B?

Team B: Passed.

Quizmaster: TeamA?

Team A: Patliputra, Sir.

Quizmaster: Team A will get 5 points for a correct answer. Direct question to

Team B: These two cave temples are famous for thelr scul ptures and paintings,
located near Aurangabad in Maharashtra. Name them.

Team B: Sorry Sir, passed.
Quizmaster: TeamA?
Team A: Passed.
Quizmaster: Team E?
Team E: Ajantaand Ellora

Quizmaster: Absolutely correct. 5 points to you. The next question to Team A.
Where is Shantiniketan?

Team A: Shantiniketan islocated near Kolkatain West Bengal.

Quizmaster: Quite right. 10 marks for the direct answer. Question to Team E: It
was built in'1193 by Qutubuddin Aibak, located in South Delhi. What isit?

Team E: Passed.
Quizmaster: Team D?
Team D: The Qutub Minar

Quizmaster: Correct. 5 pointsto Team D. Thisround isover. Now wewill move
ontothelast round of thisQuiz. Teams, areyou enjoying yourselvesor feeling tired?
All Teams. Enjoying ourselves, Sir.
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Quizmaster: All right then, the first question of the final round isfor Team C. In
which state will you find the Khasi people?

Team C: Meghalaya
Quizmaster: Correct, 10 marks. The next question to Team D: Name the national
tree of India.

Team D: Passed.
Quizmaster: Team E?
Team E: The Banyan tree, borgos in Assamese

Quizmaster: Right, the Banyan is India's national tree. You get 5 points. Now
Team E, your direct question: Which is India’s national animal?

Team E: The Royal Bengadl tiger, Sir.

Quizmaster: Correct answer. 10 marksto you..Now, Team A: What is India’s
national flower?

Team A: Therose
Quizmaster: Sorry, | am afrad you are wrong. Passed to Team B.
Team B: Thelotus

Quizmaster: Correct. 5 pointsto Team B. Direct question to Team B and it isthe
last question of this round. We know that the national anthem of India is ‘Jana
Gana Mana'. It was composed by Rabindranath Tagore. When was it adopted as
the national anthem?

Team B: 1947

Quizmaster: Sorry, not correct. Team C?
Team C: Passed.

Quizmaster: Team D?

Team D: On 24" January, 1950
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Quizmaster: Correct answer. Youwill get 5 pointsfor it. And with thiswe conclude
this Quiz competition. Aparna, please tell usthe final scores.

Scorer: At the end of this round, Team A's score is 30, Team B 15, Team C 25,
Team D 50 and Team E scores 40 points. So the winner of today’s Quiz isTeam D.

Quizmaster: Congratulations Team D! Thank you all. Let’s have a huge round of
applause for all the teams!

Host: Sothewinner of this State Level School Quiz CompetitionisR.K.M. Schooal,
Cachar. Thisteamwill represent the state in the National School Quiz Competition.
Congratulations and all the best wishes for the National Level Quiz. Thank you,
and good bye.

Z‘ACTIVITIES<

1. Answer the following questionswith infor mation from the lesson:

@
(b)

(©)
(d)
(€)

What isaquiz?

How many school teams participated in the quiz programme for the
selection phase?

Who was the Quizmaster?
What were the rules of the quiz as announced by the scorer Aparna?
Whichteam wasthewinner of the State L evel School Quiz Competition?

2. Howwell doyou know your country? Completethefollowing sentences.
They are from the lesson and are about our country.

(@) The ancient name of Assam was Kamrup. It was also known as

(b) Su-ka-pha established the Ahom kingdom in Assam in the year

(©)

does not share its border with Assam.
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(d) The colours of our tricolour National flag are : and

(e) White stands for and
(f)  Mahatma Gandhi was bornin in the state of
(9 Amritsar in Punjab is famous for the of the

(h)  Thelargest population of Indian rhinos can be seenin
(i)  Theancient name of Patna, the capital of Bihar, was

()  The Qutub Minar, the world's tallest free standing stone tower was
built in by

Test your memory. M atch the statementsunder A with correct statements
under B without looking at the lesson:

A B

. Onenameby which eur country . 1. It signifies courage and sacrifice.
Indiais known is Hindustan.

. The colour.of the first'band of 2. It signifies that there is life in

our flag.is saffron. movement and death in stagnation.
. The blue wheelin'the centreof 3, Gandhiji’s Salt March started here

our flag iscalled the Ashok in 1930.

Chakra or the Dharma Chakra.

. Shah Jahan built the Tej Mahal. 4. ‘Bharat’ or ‘Bharatvarsha’ is
another name for it.

. Dandi in Gujrat isfamousfora 5. It was in memory of his wife
historical event. Mumta] Mahal.
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4.

Listen to an announcement. Your teacher will read/play it for you. As
you listen, statewhether each statement istrueor false. Mark the option
T if thestatement istrueor Eif it isfalse.

(a
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9
(h)
(@

The announcement isabout theincessant rainsin Assam. (T/F)

The announcement is about postponing the quiz programme: (T/F)

The quiz programme has been postponed indefinitely. (T/F)

The quiz programme has been reschedul ed for next Monday. (T/F)

The next date of the quiz hasbeen notified in theannouncement. (T/ F)
The participants of other districts are requested to go back. (T/F)

The new date for the quiz will be natifiedshortly. (T/F)

Students of the venue school are asked to go to their classes. (T/F)

| magine you are members of the literary and cultural forum of your
school. In groups, draft anoticeinviting participantstojoin theZonal
L evel Quiz competition to be held on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti

on October 2nd, Monday at 10a.m. Writeall theimportant infor mation
about the quiz on the noticeboard.

VOTICEBOARD
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(b) Now think of the preparationsfor the event. Writetherulesyou
would like the groups or the participants to follow during the
competition.

L et’slearn somegrammar :
L ook at these two sentences-
(@ How do you spend your free time?
(b) What isyour free-time activity?
These two sentences begin with a question word.
What, where, when, who, whose and how are question words.
Now write questions to which each of the following sentences
are answers.
(@ Wearefrom C.R. School; Tinsukia.
(b) You will get ten marksfor adirect question.
(c) Shah Jahan built the Taj Mahal in memory of hiswife.
(d) Guru Ram Das built the Golden Temple.
(e) Thehistoric Salt March started in Dandi in Gujarat.
(f) Kazirangaisfamousfor the one-horned rhino.
(9 Thewinner of today’s quizis Team D.

Hereisanother type of question:
(@ Areyouin doubt?
(b) Canyou answer the question?

Thesetwo questions are known as Yes-No type questions because we can
answer the questions using yes or no.

In pairs, make Yes/No questions for the following answers from the
quiz. Oneisdonefor you.
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(@ Areyou representing the East Zone?

Answer :

(b)

Yes, we are representing the East Zone.

Answer :

()

Yes, Tezpur Academy isin Sonitpur.

Answer :

(d)

Yes, the winning team will represent Assam in the National
School Quiz Competition.

Answer :

(€)

No, the ancient name of Assamwas not Kamatapur.

Answer :

(f)

Yes, saffron signifies courage and sacrifice.

Answer :

Yes, Porbandar is located in Gujarat.

| magine you aretheschool captain whoisin chargeof all thevolunteers
for the quiz programme. In order to maintain discipline among the
students during the quiz an announcement hasto be made. Discussin
groups and prepare an announcement to be made at the beginning of

the quiz.

Read the lesson carefully. In the lesson, the member s of each team have
introduced themselvestotheaudience. Takingacuefrom them, taketurns
to introduce your selvesto the class.
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10. Let'stakeatrip toour past:

Your teacher will dividetheclassintofivegroups. Each group will prepare
and present a project on the following:

Pragjyotishpur, the Ahom Kingdom, Bharatvarsha, the Tgj Mahal, the Golden
Temple. (Use charts with pictures and other information. The group leader
will make the presentation in the class. The chartsand drawingswill be put up
in the classroom for display.)

11. Let'stalk:

T EEEe——
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For the Teacher

The lesson familiarizes learners with a state level school Quiz Competition.
Learnerswill be ableto feel for themsel vesthe mood that pervades a Quiz competition.
They will aso gain knowledge about India. Comprehension exercisesin Activities 1,
2 and 3, may be started with oral elicitation of answers before learners write them in
their notebooks.

For Activity 4, read the listening passage provided at the end of the book. Ensure
that you read it at a reasonable speed and with correct pronunciation so that students
can comprehend the information in the announcement. Learners’ understanding of the
statements will depend on your reading of the announcement clearly and correctly.

Divide the students into groups and help them to_draft a notice with all the
necessary information that is provided in Activity 5 (a). Encourage them to do Activity
5 (b) by themselves

InActivities6 and 7 (‘ Let’s |learn some grammar’), learners will be introduced to
the use of question words for asking questions. The learners will be able to practise
both ‘“Wh’ and Yes/No question types.

Activity 8 and Activity 9 are listening and speaking activities. Divide learners
into groups and ask them to prepare an announcement to be made in order to maintain
discipline among the students during the quiz programme. Enough scope should be
provided for members of the groups to make the announcement to the class, while
other groups can note down the mistakes and share them with the presenting group
later. Help students to-introduce themselves to the class just as members of the quiz
programme did in the lesson.

Divide the class into five groups, and help them to prepare and present a project
on any of the places mentioned in Activity 10. After a presentation by the group
leaders, ask them to hang their charts and drawings on the classroom wall for display.

Initiate a friendly discussion with the learners in order to inspire them to share
their views on the picture in Activity 11. Learners should be made to feel a sense of
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empathy towards children with specia needs, if there are any in the class. The teacher
should relate real life success stories of people with special needs who have become
legends. Such stories will inspire and motivate learners to explore their potential to
the extent that they achieve laurelsin life in their field of choice.

L ear ning Outcomes:

The learner:

>

responds to instructions and announcements in school and public placesviz.
railway station, market, airport, cinema hall and act accordingly

introduces guests in English, interviews people by asking questions based
on the work they do

speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside
surroundings

participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

reads textual/non-textual materials in English/ Braille with comprehension

Identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms (e.g., clauses,
comparison of adjectives, time and tense, active voice, passive voice, reported
Speech, etc.)

writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives,
personal diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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Dokchory lear nsabout the Panchayat

Do you know who builds our roads, bridges and office buildings?

From where does the money to build all this come?

In groups, discuss how government money is spent for public welfare.
What will you do to help people who are old, unwell or homeless?

In this lesson you will read about how Panchayats spend money for the

people.

Dokchory is a student of Class VIII of Disangmukh Jangati High School. Her
Ba-bu (father) Konke Mili takes her to school on hisbicycle. She lovesthe bicycle
ride for she gets to know new things every day. ‘ Dokchory’ means a necklace of
beads the Misings usually wear in festival time.
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Dokchory
Konke Mili
Dokchory
Konke Mili

Dokchory
Konke Mili

Dokchory
Konke Mili

Dokchory
Konke Mili

Dokchory
Konke Mili

Dokchory
Konke Mili

Isn’t that your Panchayat office, Ba-bu?
Yes my child. It has got a new sign board.
But what is a‘Panchayat’, Ba-bu?

Long ago Dokchory, Panchayat meant a system of governance
by five elderly men called Panch Gramin Pramukh. Their word
wastherule. Therewasno quarrel among the villagers, because
they respected their Gram Pramukhs.

You are not old and yet you are in the Panchayat?

You see, nowadays, anyone whao is above 21 can contest
Panchayat elections. A Panchayat isthe body that isresponsible
for the development of villages. The Panchayat is a very
Important institution for social change, you know. The
Condgtitution of Indiagrants power to the Panchayat to raisetaxes,
plan development schemes and work for local development.

What kind of work do you do, Ba-bu?

We build and repair rura roads, bridges, houses for the poor
and so on.

Where do you get all the money from?

A good guestion! The Panchayat raisesalittle money from taxes
on vehicles, river ghats, bazaars and beels, etc.

|sthat money enough to do so much work?

We get an annual grant from the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department of the government. The local MLA
or Ministers can aso contribute substantially, if they wish.

Why don’t you build a house for poor Dhaniram, Ba-bu?

O, Dhaniram — the man with no legs? We did build a house for
him last year but heleft it after hismother died. Differently-abled
people like him need help with their daily chores, you know.
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Dokchory

Konke Mili

Dokchory

Ba-bu, please do something for the poor man. He spendsthe bitter
cold December nightson the open verandah of our school building.

Don’'t worry —we are building a home for people with specia
needs like him, so that they can live with dignity. Young people
like you should do volunteer work there, when you can. You
will see how they learn to do their own chores; and also paint,
read, play games and enjoy other hobbies. You will see how
such people can lead normal, happy lives and learn to be
Independent.

Thank you, Ba-bu. | will help you in the Panchayat’s work.

Z‘ACTIVITIES<

1.

Here are some words from the text and.their meanings. Test your
under standing by matching thewor dson theleft with their meaningson

theright.

institution — - manner of‘governing or ruling

elections —  angry dispute, unfriendly relations with someone

sincerity —  organisation or society

differently abled  — - theexercisethrough whichwevotefor new leaders

schemes —  the money citizens of a country have to pay the
government to help it do different kinds of work

substantial — plans

rural — largein size or amount

tax — relating to avillage or the countryside

quarrel — having aphysical or mental condition that
makes it difficult for a person to do all the work
that other people do

governance — devotion to a purpose
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2.

3.

4.

Complete the following sentences with information from the text:

(@)
(b)

Dokchory studiesin Class

The name of her school is

Her father’s nameis

He worksin the

Dokchory goes to school on

She loves theride because she

To contest the Panchayat elections, one hasto be yearsold.

Answer the following questions to understand the text better:

(@
(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)
(f)

What was the meaning of Panchayat |long ago?

What is the meaning of Panchayat now?

What kind of work isdone by the Panchayat?

From where does the Panchayat get money to perform all its work?
How did the Panchayat help Dhaniram?

How did Dhaniram spend the cold December nights?

You have just read about the Panchayat. Using information from the
lesson, fill in the table below:

The Panchayat

Minimum age to contest:
Powers of a Panchayat:
Kinds of work a Panchayat does:

Sources of money:
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The morning assembly of Disangmukh Janajati High School begins at
8.45 every day. Each student of the school has to deliver a speech
according to aroster prepared by the school authorities.

When Dokchory’sturn came she gave the following speech:

Good morning!

Respected Principal, teachers, parentsand my dear friends. | am Dokchory.
Today | am going to talk about the Father of our nation, MahatmaGandhi,
who is aso known as Bapu. His full name is Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi. Gandhiji was born on 2 October, 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat in
India. He was agreat freedom fighter who led Indiainitsfight against the
British rule. Gandhiji died on 30 January, 1948. Hislife story is a source
of inspiration for all of us.

Imagine that your turn todeliver a speech for the morning assembly is
tomorrow. Prepare your own speech using Dokchory’s example, and
present it in the class.

—Your teacher will ask each student to deliver the speech one by one.
Discussin small groups:

(@ If you want to help the needy, would it be fine to do it immediately?
Why or why not?

(b) How would you like to help a person with special needs? Share your
Ideas in your group.
(c) Did Konke Mili plan the right thing to help Dhaniram? Give more

suggestions.

Dokchory will work for the Panchayat when she finishes school. Write
a paragraph on what you will do for your village or town when you
grow up.
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8.

In class VIl you learnt about Reported Speech and Reporting Verbs. In
thislesson, we see more of such sentences.

L ook at this sentence from the lesson:
She said to her father, “What is a Panchayat?’

Thereported clause starts with a‘wh'’ question. Wh words are who, when,
whom, whose, what, where, which, why and how. A wh-question is changed
into the indirect form by using the question word at the beginning of the
reported clause.

e.g. She asked her father what a Panchayat was.

L et’s practise changing other questionsinto the reported form:

(@ Shesadto her father, “What kind of work do you do?’

(b) Shesadto her father, “Where do you get al the money from?”’

(c) Shesadto her father, “Isthat money enough to do so much work?”’
(d) Sheasked him, “Why don’'t you build a house for poor Dhaniram?’
(e) Shesadto him, “What is a Panchayat?’

Now read this sentence. It isanother type of reported sentence:
(@) Shesaidto herfather, “ Do something for the old man.”

Herethe reported clauseis an |mperative sentence. In an imperative sentence,
the subject, whichisusually the second person‘you’, isgeneraly left unwritten.

(b) Do something for the old man. (= You do something for the old man.)

There are other types of imperatives such as negative and emphatic
Imper atives. For example, theimper ative sentence

(c) Comein please.

can be turned into:
Negative: Don’'t comein, please.
Emphatic: Do comein, please.
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10.

Find out how much you haveunder stood. Changethefollowingimper ative
sentencesinto their negative and emphatic forms:

(@)
(b)
(©
(d)
(€)

Say thewordsin the box aloud:

Repair the roads.

Build ahouse for Dhaniram.
Work for local development.
Close the door, please.

Please wash your hands.

Panchayat

much

child

change

Dockchory
Panch

Did you notice that they all have the sound ch?

Now, find other words from the lesson which have similar ch sound in
them. Writethem in your notebook. Add afew moreand practise saying

them aloud.

Hereisa crossword puzzle for you to find out the adjectives (describing
wor ds) in thepuzzletofill up theblankson theright. Oneisdonefor you.
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11. Let’'splay a game. Look at the following pairs of words quickly. Each
pair looks the same, but are different in meaning as well asin spelling.
The different meanings are given against each pair. Fill in the blanks by
putting in one or two letter () to show the differencein spelling. The one
who completesit first will be the winner.

12.

@ d——ry
d——ry
(b) w—— ther :
w ——ther
(c) I——ke

| —ke
(d w——gh
w——sh
e n—-w
n—— w

arecord of everyday’'s events or thoughts

aplace where milk is processed to make different
milk products

temperature of aplace

expressing a doubt

alarge areaof water

similar to

to make something clean by using water
to want something to happen

fresh, not old or used

the present time

Rupalee Chetia is a contestant for President in the coming Panchayat
election: In groups, design a poster seeking votesfor her victory.

< The teacher may help the learnersin this activity by providing hints.
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13. Recitethe poem:

\Vow: aformal and
Serious promise

Fame: the state of being
known and talked about
by many people

Sriving: tryingvery
hard to achieve
something

L ove of Country

Who loves his country will not rest
Content with vow and pledge alone,
But flies her banner in his breast
And counts her destiny his own—
Not only when the bugle plays
Stands forth to give hislife for her,
But on the field of common days

Isstrong to live hislife for her,

Heis not satisfied to clam

As heritage, her power and fame,
But striving, gains the right to wear

The shining honour of her name.

claim: to
demand

— Nancy Byrd Tuner

bugle: amusical
instrument like a
small trumpet



14. Think and write:

Do you love your country? Discuss with your friend how you can show
your love for your country. Write a paragraph on it.
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For the Teacher

The lesson is designed as a conversation between a little Mising girl Dokchory
and her father Konke Mili. Through their conversation, information about the Panchayat
IS revealed.

Post Reading Activity 1 will help learners to build their vocabulary and
understanding.

Encourage each student to prepare and deliver a speech on the basis of Dokchory’s
speech provided in Activity 5. Divide the class into small groups and ask them to
share their ideas on the questions given in Activity 6 among themselves before they
say it aloud to the whole class. Encourage every student in each group to participatein
the discussion. Provide them with stories to-help them form a mental picture of each
situation before you ask them to respond to the situations.in the three questions given
in Activity 6. Your story telling ability should be used as an effective resource while
you ignitelearners’ imagination and help them to discuss and speak aloud their views.
Dokchory’s desire to work for the Panchayat will help learners to imagine and plan
how they would like to serve their village or town when they grow up. Motivate each
and every student to actively participate in the discussion. Your attention and guidance
will be required during this activity.

Students have already formed their concept about Reported Speech. Activity 8
will help them to practise interrogative sentences into the reported form while you
help them to understand the use of negative and emphatic imperative sentences.

The sound ‘ch’ is an unfamiliar sound for most speakers in Assam. Demonstrate
how to pronounce the sound correctly before you help learners to say words with the
‘ch’ sound in Activity 9. Identifying words having ‘ch’ sound from the lesson and
saying these aloud will help learnersto pronounce any word with ‘ch’ sound correctly.
You can also help them notice that there are words like ‘ character’ or * machine’ where
the ‘ch’ is pronounced differently.
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Activity 12 will help learners to design a poster. Help them understand how
politicians need to talk about their plans for the people during campaigning. This will
help them compl ete the poster.

Recite the poem ‘Love of Country’ with correct stress, intonation and voice
modulation. Encourage learners to listen to you carefully before they recite the poem.
You could even have a recitation competition and declare the best three recitations.

L ear ning Outcomes:

The learner:

>
>

speaks short prepared speech in morning assembly
speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside
surroundings

participatesin different events such asrol e play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

reads textual/non-textual materials in English/Braille with comprehension

Identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

reads, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life
infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms (e.g., clauses,
comparison-of adjectives, time and tense, active passive voice, reported
Speech, etc.)

writes short paragraphs coherently in English/Braille with aproper beginning,
middle and end with appropriate punctuation marks

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in
reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

writes e-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives,
personal diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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L esson 5 )
M L ouis Pasteur

Where would you see the following signs? These signs mention the names
of some deadly diseases. Find the names of the diseases and write them

in the boxes below:

p
BEWARE OF ANIMAL BITES

THEY MAY CAUSE RABIES

Prevention is the only
cure for AIDS

Ve

Ve

MEASLES is a deadly disease.

It can lead to
e Pneumonia
e Diarrhoea
e Other life threatening
complications

—_— ;x"#— T,
|,; {w\ ?ﬁ)
LW

The anopheles mosquito isa carrier

J of MALARIA

e Keep food and water covered!
o Use repellent.
e  Sleep under a mosquito net.

RUBELLA is caused by a VIRUS.

RUBELLA infection during pregnancy
can lead to children born with congenital
birth defects, as

e Blindness
e Deafness
e Mental retardation
e Congenital heart defects
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L et’sread about L ouis Pasteur. Louis Pasteur found a curefor rabies, one of
the deadliest diseases of the 19™" and 20" centuries.

One day aboy called L ouis Pasteur was playing with hisfriendsin Abois, a
small town in France. Suddenly he saw a man running towards him. The man
was very frightened. “\What isthe matter?’ Louis asked him. “Someone has been
bitten by amad wolf from the mountain.” L ouiswas scared because he understood
that the mad wolf was suffering from rabies.

Rabiesisaviral diseasethat causesinflammation of the brainin humans and
other mammals. Animalswith rabies go mad and die. Human beings get the virus
when they are bitten or scratched by animals with rabies. “ The man who was
bitten by the mad wolf will get the disease and die,” thought Louis. The incident
disturbed him. Who knew that one day he would be the one to find a cure for the
deadly disease?
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Many yearslater, while experimenting on
rabbits, Pasteur found the deadly virus that
causes rabies. In his experiments, he treated
the ailing rabbits by injecting them with the
same virus and succeeded in curing them. “If
only | had a chance to try.it out on human
beings!” he thought. The chance came soon.

On July 6, 1885, a boy was returning
from school when hewas bitten by amad dog.
His mother came to Pasteur crying, “ Can you
savemy son, Sir?Wouldyou please save him?
| am ready to give you everything | have.”

“Don’'t worry,” Louis said, consoling the boy’s mother. “I’ll do whatever |
can.” “Maybe it will benefit the entire
human race in the future,” he thought.
Pasteur was not sure if his method would
work on human beings. Yet he made up
his mind to take the risk. He injected the
boy with the virus and kept him under
watch. To_his pleasant surprise, the boy
responded to Pasteur’ streatment. Thisnew
method of treatment of rabies made Pasteur
famous al over the world.

In 1888, the French government
founded the Pasteur Institutein Paris. This
institute is dedicated to the study of
biology, micro-organisms, diseases and vaccines. Louis Pasteur died in 1895.
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1. Answer thefollowing questionsto check your understanding:
(8 What happened oneday while Louis Pasteur was playing with hisfriends?
(b) '
(©
(d)

(e) When and where did the French government establish the Pasteur
Institute? What is it famous for?

2. You must havenoticed that thelesson hasmany wor dsrelated to diseases.
Read thelesson car efully and note down all these wordsin theword web
below. One has been done for you.

- DISEASE
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3. Herearefivefriendssharing information about diseases. Completetheir
dialogues with information from the lesson.

(@ Pua:

(b) Rohan: _ _

Measlesisadeadly disease. It canlead to w.cven i onneeee ..
(c) Pushpa: [Rubellainfection canleadto ..........cooeiiiiin j
(d) Jumon:

The anopheles mosquito ..........ccovvviiiiiii i




4. Doyou know what aflowchart is? It isa diagram that shows how one
thing leadsto the next. Read the lesson once again and complete the
flowchart to show the chain of events. Thefirst entry hasbeen inserted
for you.

Pasteur sees a man bitten by a mad wolf.

. 4

. 2

5. Herearesome sentencesfrom the lesson.
A man came running towards Louis Pasteur. The man was very frightened.

“What is the matter?’ Louis asked him. Someone has been bitten by a mad
wolf from the mountain.

L ook at thewords printed in italics.

Can you recall which grammatical structureisrepresented by thewords
in italics? Fill in the blank spaces provided below to give the answer.

Thewordsprinted initalicsarein the P voice.
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6.

By changing the verb forms, the sentence can also be written in the
following way:

(@ A madwolf from the mountain has bitten someone.

Thissentenceisin theA voice.

Now, read thelesson and find out other sentencesin Activevoice. Reframe
these sentencesif necessary. Then convert them into their Passive forms.

(@) Let'slearn sometenseforms:
We use the Simple Present tense
(i) to expressuniversa truths:
Animals with rabies grow mad.
(if) to express habitual or repeated action:
L ouis Pasteur plays with his friends.
(iii) to indicate situations that are permanent:
He works in the institute.
(b) We use the Present Continuous tense to express an action that is
presently going on:
He isworking on his experiment.

(c) Now completethese sentencesusingthe SimplePresent or the Present
Continuous forms of the verbsin brackets:

(i) We football in the afternoon. (play)
(i) Thesun in the east. (rise)
(ili) Don't makeanoise;thebaby . (deep)
(iv) Someone at the door; can you hear it? (knock)
(v) Theman towards the bus. (run)
E = (e
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1.

(vi)  Thebususudly at 8 o’ clock. (come)
(vii) He for an engineering entrance examination. (prepare)

(viii) He German. (learn)

(@) Weusethe Smple Past tense:

(i) totalk about an action that has already taken place, e.g.

This method of treatment of rabies made Pasteur famous all over the
world.

(if) toshow a seriesof completed actions, e.g.
He injected the boy with the virus and kept him under watch.

(b) Weusethe Past Continuous tense:

(©)

(i) torefer to an action that was going on for a certain period of
timein the past. e.g.

One day, aboy called Louis Pasteur was playing with his friends.

(ii) toshow that something happened whileanother action wasgoing
on, e.g.
Many years later, when he was experimenting on rabbits, he found
the deadly virusthat causes rabies.

L et’s see how much you have under stood. Complete these sentences
using the Simple Past or the Past Continuous forms of the verbsin
brackets.

(i) Louis Pasteur in 1895. (die)

(i1) Pasteur knew that the mad wolf from rabies. (suffer)
(ii1) When | reached his house, he lunch. (have)

(iv) | last evening. (arrive)

(v) Theboys football when it suddenly began to rain. (play)
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Imagine you ar e the young boy who was bitten by the mad dog. You are
telling your friends what happened when you were coming home from
school. Fill in the gaps in the passage below with correct forms of the
verbsto complete your story.

Y esterday | (return) from school alone. On the way |

(see) agroup of boys around adog. Thedog  (seem) to be mad, and
the boys (throw) stones at it. This__~ = (make) the dog
angry and frightened. The dog (begin) to bark angrily. The boys
_ (find) this very funny and they (hit) the dog with astick. |
(stand) nearby quietly. Suddenly thedog =~ (rush) at me
and  (bite) me. | (shout) to the boys to help me. But they
_____ (run) away. The dog (isysoangry thatit  (will) not

let go of my leg. Finally, three men from-a nearby shop (come) out
and (chase) the dog away.

Here are afew wordsfrom thelesson. Seeif you can match thewordsto
their meanings:

Words Meaning
scared « aliving thing, too small to be seen without a
microscope, that causes infectious diseases
scratched o Sick and not improving
aling « to be frightened of something or afraid that
something bad might happen
virus o avery smal living thing that you can only see

under a microscope

micro-organism « Whentheskinis cut or damaged slightly with
something sharp, such as nails
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10. L ook at thepicturesgiven below. Writesentencesin theboxesusingwords
from the lesson to describe the pictures.

11. Look at thefollowing sentences. They arein Direct speech. Imagineyou
are reporting the conversation to someone. Rewrite the sentences in
I ndirect/Reported Speech.

(@ “What isthe matter?’ Louis asked him.
(b) “Canyousave my son?’ the woman asked Louis.
(c) “I'll dowhatever | can,” said Louisto the boy.
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12. Workingroups. Makeaposter (using picturesand captions) to createpublic
awar eness of what happenswhen mosquitoesand animalsbite. Remember
to mention the (i) diseases, (ii) their prevention and (iii) their cure.

13. Mamu was trying to write about Florence Nightingale for her school
magazineon theoccasion of World Health Day. L et’sseehow sheprepared
towriteit:

o First she made a mind map for her passage. She wrote down important
wordsand phrasesrelated to Florence Nightingal e so that she could include
them in her passage.

lamp in her hand

parents
Crimean War 1854

military hospital at
Scutari in Turkey

many languages
voice of God

love and sympathy

Cady with

attended to every patient the L armc

tough fight

unhygienic wounded serve the people
soldiers

o Then she organized the points and wrote her first draft.
o Afterthat, sherevised her draft and wrote the final copy.

Read her final copy and do thetask that follows.

Florence Nightingal e was the second daughter of William Edward Nightingale
and Frances (Fanny) Smith. From her childhood Florence Nightingale wanted to
serve people. So she completed a course in nursing to serve sick and old people.
When the Crimean War broke out in 1854, she volunteered at once to go to
Constantinople to serve the sick and wounded soldiers. She took three nurseswith
her but Sydney Herbert, the then Secretary of State at War, wanted her to take out
amuch larger party of nurses. Shewas officially asked to take charge of the nursing

- \8
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in the military hospital at Scutari in Turkey. The party left England in October
1854. They reached the barrack hospital at Scutari on November 5. On arrival she
found that the hospitals were overcrowded. Everything wasfilthy and unhygienic.
Patientshad to lieevenin the corridors. She had atough fight with the administration
to set everything in order. She spent many hoursaday inthe wards. She attended to
every patient and comforted them with love and sympathy. She used to moveinthe
wards each night comforting wounded soldiers with a lamp in her hand. The
wounded soldiers began to call her The Lady with the Lamp. Soon, she becamethe
symbol of love and hope for al. Her lamp lit up their lives with a-healing touch.
Florence Nightingale realised that human love was as important as medicine for
healing. To her, the best way to serve God was to serve the suffering people.

Now think of a few wordsto describe Florence Nightingale.

Working with a partner, draw/ paste a picture of Florence Nightingalein a
piece of chart paper, and paste around the pictureall thewordsthat you have
written to describe her.

14. Read the definition given below:

A proverb is a well-known phrase or sentence that gives advice or says
something thatis generally true.

Some examples of proverbs are—
Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
An apple aday keeps the doctor away.

The most important function of proverbsisto teach people good morals.
They often contain advice, with the pur pose of teaching wisdom to common
people. Since proverbs are usually metaphorical and indirect, they allow
writersto expresstheir advicein aless harsh way.

Pick out the proverbsfrom thelist given below:
(@ A white elephant
(b) Crocodile tears
\ /500
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15.

16.

(c) All that glittersis not gold

(d) Every cloud hasasilver lining

(e) Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise
(f) A black sheep

Now, read thelesson car efully. Then, using thetext asthe basis, in groups
discuss and prepare a speech on the following prover b:

Prevention |s Better Than Cure.

Remember to preparethe speech from the perspective of maintai ning good health.
Thegroup leader or any other member chosen by the group will then present the
speech beforethe class. Theclasswill votefor the best speech among the groups.
The teacher will suggest necessary improvements to the groups.

The speech voted to be the best by the classwill then be presented before the
morning assembly of the school.

Prepare a quiz on the lesson L ouis Pasteur.

Each group will select a quizmaster and a scorer to conduct the quiz and
keep the scores. The quiz will be held among the groups other than the
group conducting the quiz. Each group will take turns to conduct the quiz
in the class.

The groups will make a note of the questions of each group. Then all the
guestionswill be compiled by the class and the answerswill be written down
Intheir notebooks. (You may refer to Lesson 3 for ideas.)

Fun with sounds:. practise saying thistongue twister asfast asyou can.

Four Frenchmen from France fried forty-five flying fish that fly faster than
flat flying fleas.

Now, in pairs, make a tongue twister using information from the lesson,
and makeyour friendssay it for fun.
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17. Refer toadictionary or your text and give
two examples of adjectives with the
following prefixes or suffixes. (One is

donefor you.)

happy tidy

un- dis- -less

NI VAN

unhappy || untidy

-ful -0us

VRN VA

Now, use some of these adjectivesin your own sentences.
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18. (a) Recite:
The mosquito named Little
Has venom in her spittle.
Net, repellent and spray

Always frighten her away.

(b) Now, develop a poster based on the poem.

Y n
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For the Teacher

Thetheme of thislesson being disease, its prevention and cure, learnerswill become
familiar with the language used to talk about common diseases and their cure.

Activity 1- 4 aretotest learners comprehension and givethem practicein writing
answers and dialogues.

In Activity 4, help learners to complete the flow chart to show the chain of events
that existsin the lesson. Learners have already |learnt the concept of Active and Passive
voice. Activity 5 will help the learners to find from the | esson sentences in the Passive
Voice and convert them into Active Voice.

Activities 6 and 7 are designed to enable learners to understand the tense forms
‘Present’ and ‘Past’. You may provide more examples beside the ones given in the
exercise. Thiswill enable learners to complete Activity 8.

In Activity 9, learners will learn to understand the meanings of new words from
the content. They will then be able to practise using such words in sentences of their
own inActivity 10.

Activity 12 and Activity 13 are meant to encourage learners to practise their
composition skills by using the words and sentences they have learnt in the lesson.

You can ask learnersto draw and paste a picture of Florence Nightingale on achart
paper and write @l the words around the picture to describe her.

Activity 14 is another exercise to familiarize learners with the different uses of
English. It introduces learnersto ‘ Proverbs and their use. Since proverbs allow writers
to express their advice in aless direct way, learners will be able to use these in their
speech or in writing.

Tongue twisters are sequences of words with similar sounds that are difficult
to pronounce quickly and correctly. Your students will enjoy the tongue twister in
Activity 16. Encourage them to make more tongue twisters using information from
the lesson.

! &8
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Activity 17 isboth avocabul ary building exercise and agrammar task. Thisactivity
will build learners’ store of active vocabulary. Learners will enjoy the poem in Activity
18. You may help them to understand some of thewordsin the poem beforethey develop
a poster based on the poem.

L earning Outcomes:

Thelearner:

>

reads excerpts, dialogues, poems, commentaries of sportsand games, speeches,
news, debates on T.V., Radio and expresses opinions about them

participates in different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

interprets quotations, sayings and proverbs
reads textual/non-textual materialsin English/ Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

infers the meaning.of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

refers dictionary, thesaurus and encyclopedia as reference books for meaning
and spelling while reading and writing

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms (e.g., clauses,
comparison of -adjectives, time and tense, active passive voice, reported
speech, etc.)

writes a coherent and meaningful paragraph through the process of drafting,
revising, editing and finalizing

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in
reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

writese-mail, messages, notice, formal |etters, descriptions/narratives, personal
diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.

[
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A New Day, A New Way R6B9V S
Each one of us is born with some natural talent. Some can sing, some can
dance or paint, and others like to do social work.

Work in pairs. Find out what talent your friend has. Then join another pair and
think of how you can use your talents to earn a living when you grow up.

Here is a story of Seema Deka and her daughter Swati. It is titled ‘A New Day,
A New Way’. Can you guess why?

Read the story to find out.

It was early evening. Seema Deka drew the window curtains of her living
room. She felt very tired. Without switching on the light, she sat on the edge of
her bed, lost in thought. She recalled what Kalpana ma am, the Manager of her
office had told her before closing time: “L ook Seema, it’ll take afew daysto pay
the staff their salary this month. Please tell the otherstoo.”
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Seemawas quite upset by the information, although her mood didn’t show on
her face. She needed twelve thousand rupees to pay Swati’'s school fees and she
was depending on her salary to make the payment. And now...

“Maa, what are you doing sitting in this dark room?’ Swati flung the door
open and switched on the light. “You look worried, Maa. What's the matter?”

“The salary for this month will be late. I’ m wondering aboui...”
“The fees? Don't worry, Maa. We'll figure out something.”

Seemalooked at Swati’s calm and resol ute face. Shelooked so mature, Seema
thought. And yet shewasonly in Class X. Theface of her late husband cameto her
mind. He had passed away nearly five years ago. Sheimagined how proud Swati’s
father would have been of her. He would have been even more proud to know that
his dear little Swati was adored by her teachers and her classmates at school.

“You know, Maal” Swati started. She began to tell her mother about a lady
from an NGO who had visited their _school to create awareness on
“Entrepreneurship Development and Self Reliance”. Swati suggested to her
mother that they could try the NGO for some help. She looked at her diary where
she had jotted down the number of thelady’s mobile phone, and rang her up. She
introduced herself, reminding her of her visit to their school. She also told the
lady about her mother and sought her guidance to start asmall business. The lady
sounded very warm and helpful and told Swati to send her mother to her office
‘Brave Mothers' the next day at 10 o’ clock in the morning.

Swati was overjoyed at the lady’s response. She hugged her mother tightly
and told her that everything would be all right. Seemacouldn’t hide her tears. How
quickly her little girl had grown up!

The following morning Seemamet the lady and talked to her about her hopes
of setting up asmall business. The lady took her to alarge room where a group of
women were stitching soft dolls. The women wore blue sarees and aprons and had
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Brave Mothers embossed on their dress. The lady explained to Seema that their
NGO was a sdlf-help group. “We offer vocationa training in avariety of fieldslike
toy making, embroidery, tailoring, culinary arts, mobile phone repairing and so on”.

“Seema, tell me what you are good at. We'll give you training in that area.
Once you finish your training, you'll be offered a small loan to start a business.
Besides, you will be mentored at every stage by our team,” said thelady warmly. “I
would like to choose culinary training as a vocation since | love cooking,” said
Seema. Thelady appreciated Seema s confidence and gave her anideaof thebusiness
potential inthisarea. She said, “We offer catering services such astiffin servicesto
office goers and working women staying in paying guest accommodation. You'll
be trained to cook the different recipesthat we servefor lunchand dinner. You will
also learn about packing and handling. You will have to assure your customers of
good quality food and hygienic standards.” Seemalooked abit confused, although
she listened attentively. Sensing her confusion, the lady clarified that she need not
worry. Seemawould operate on her own, and to start with, the NGO would assign
thirty of their valued customers to her. Shewould be given aloan amount to set up
her own kitchen at home. Based on Seema’s performance, she would be assigned
more customers. Since Seema needed money immediately, the lady also assured
her that her loan would be sanctioned even before her training. A savings account
would be opened in a bank in her name where she would be able to deposit her
savings. Thelady added, “ All'our members contribute money to acommon pool so
that it can help another woman like you. So, Seema are you ready?’

Seema couldn’t hide her excitement. “Yes, Madam!” She responded
enthusiastically.

It was going to be al right, thought Seema, as she headed back home. It wasa
bright, sunny day, and Seema thought the sun was shining more brightly on her
today. Her heart brimmed with new dreams and the smile around the corner of her
lips broadened like aflower in bloom. She couldn’t wait to get home and tell Swati
the good news. Together, they would build a new future!
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Z‘ACTIVITIES<

1.

Answer the following questions from the lesson:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)
(f)

Why was Seema upset?

What did Swati suggest to her mother?

What happened when Seema met the lady at the office of the NGO?
What did the women of ‘Brave Mothers' do?

What was Seema interested in doing?

How did the NGO help Seema?

Check your comprehension.

Find out themeaningsof thewor dsinitalicsand select thecorrect answers
from the options.

(@)

Seema looked at Swati’s calm and resolute face.

(i) sad
(i) adamant
(iii) brave

(iv) determined, firm

(b) “I would liketo choose culinary training as a vocation.”

(i) ~tailoring
(if)  toy making
(i11) embroidery
(iv) cooking
Her heart brimmed with new dreams.
(i) lacked
(i) overflowed
(iii) loaded
(iv) exhausted
ot



3. Herearesome morewordsfrom thelesson.

Read the words in column A and find out their meaningsin column B.
Draw linesto match each word with its meaning.

A B

(8 edge (i) put one'sarmsaround somebody to hold
them tightly, especiallyto'show deep love
or liking

(b) adored (i) wrote something quickly

(c) jotted (iii) loved somebody very much

(d) hugged (iv) araised design on afabric

(e) embossed (V) the outside limit of an object, a surface
or an area

4. Sit in groups. Each group will take up one of the following points for
discussion. Theleader of each group will present the answersto the class
on behalf of the group:

(@ What, according to you, are the qualities of a good daughter/good son?
(b) Do you think Swati is agood daughter? Why do you think so?

(c) What are the good qualities you have that match with Swati’s? (Each
member will write his’her good qualities as a daughter/son.)

(d) What will you do to become a better daughter/son?

f
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5. Let'slearn somegrammar:
L ook at theunderlined wordsin the following sentences from the lesson.

“ Seema Dekadrew thewindow curtains of her living room. Without switching
on the light, she sat on the edge of her bed, lost in thought.”

The underlined words on, of and in are prepositions. A preposition is a
word usually placed before a noun or a pronoun to show itsrelation to a
place, time, cause, purpose or means.

Here are some common types of prepositions. They denote
(@) placeor position:
e.g. in, on, at, over, under, above, below, behind, between, beyond
(i) Thebook ison thetable.
(i) Heisat school now.
(b) time:
e.g. at, on, in, for, from...to, since, during, till/until
(i) Shewill go to office in the morning.
(i1) She sat therefor three hours.
(c) cause
e.g. because of, on account of, from, out of, of
(i) - The match had to be stopped because of the rain.
(i) Our school is closed on account of Bihu.
(d) purpose:
e.g. for
(i) | amwaiting for the taxi.
(e) means
e.g. by, with, on, in
(i) 1 goto school by bus.
(i1) I will cut the cake with this knife.
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Now fill in the blankswith the correct preposition from the choices given

in brackets.

(@ Seemawas upset the information.
(with/in/by)

(b) Swati told her alady who lived here.
(about/of/for)

(c) Sheasked Seemato seethe lady her office.
(on/at/by)

(d) Shewasthe boss the NGO.
(for/by/cof)

(e) Swati goesto school bus.
(by/on/with)

Asyou know, there are different ways of presenting the same idea.

Find a sentence in the text that has the same meaning as each of the
following statements. The first one has been done for you.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

She was very wise for her age, Seema thought.
She looked so mature, Seema thought.

He had expired afew years ago.

Depending on Seema’s success, she would be given more work.

Her heart was filled with new hopes and desires.
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Read thelesson car efully once again. Working with your partner, usethe
information givenin it todesign asignboard for theNGO ‘BraveMothers
which will be displayed near the gate.

Thisisthe copy of a letter that Seema wrote to the Branch Manager of
Assam Co-operative Milan Bank for the sanction of aloan. Read it.

To
The Branch Manager

Assam Co-operative Milan Bank
Naharguri, Assam
Date: 1 January 2019

Sub : Application for sanction of ‘@aloan amount of Rs 10,000/-

Sir,
| have been a customer with your bank for over fiveyears. | would liketo
apply for a personal loan of Rs 10,000/- to set up a catering business. |
have donethe necessary market survey and have submitted al the necessary
documents.

| will be very grateful if you could sanction the loan at the earliest.
Thank you, and looking forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
=
SeemaDeka
Now, writea similar letter to ‘Brave Mothers asking for aloan to set up

your toy making business. Carefully note how to begin and end a letter.

Also note how the date, subject line and salutation are written.
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10.

1.

In the lesson, Swati tells her mother that she would call up the NGO,
‘Brave Mothers'. She would seek help from the representative from the
NGO who had visited her school to createawarenesson “ Entrepreneur ship
Development and Self Reliance”.

Now work in pairs. Imagine one of you is Swati’smother and the other is
thelady from ‘Brave Mothers. Write atelephone conver sation between
Swati’s mother and the lady. Note down the conversation and enact it
before the class.

Find out from your teacher/parents/nearest bank/inter net how to open
an online bank account. Write out the instructions in clear steps below
and tell your classmates how to open the account.

Swati’s mother has set up a small catering service with the money taken
asloan from the NGO and her personal loan from her bank. She wants
her business to grow quickly. So she tells Swati to prepare/write out an
attractive advertisement for her businessto put in the local newspaper.
Workingwith your partner, preparetheadvertissment using chart paper,
colour pencils and pictures. The teacher will select the best three
advertisementsto put up in the class noticeboard and award prizes.
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S Whatisahouse?

== |t'sbrick and stone

-

.,..

A House A Home m =
I |

and wood that’s hard.
Some window glass
and perhaps ayard.
It's eaves and chimneys
and tile floors

and stucco and roof
and lots of doors.

Whatis a home?
It'sloving and family
and doing for others.
It'sbrothers and sisters
and fathers and mothers.
It's unselfish acts

and kindly sharing

and showing your loved ones
you' re always caring.
— Lorraine M. Halli
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For the Teacher

This lesson is meant to encourage learners to realise that everyone is born with a
natural talent. Encourage learners to work in pairs and find out the other’s talent. Help
them to discuss how they can use their talents to earn a living when they grow up. This
pre-reading activity will motivate learners to read the story.

The lesson highlights the various avenues available to make aliving only if we
utilise our talents in the best possible manner.

Activity 1-3 meant for comprehension and vocabulary building also givelearners
practice in writing. Encourage learners to find the meanings of the words given in
Activity 3. They can also use the dictionary to match the words to their correct
meanings, but make them first try to work out the meanings on their own.

InActivity 4, divide the classinto small groups and allow each groupsto pick up
a question for discussion. The leader of the group should present the answers to the
class.

In Activity 5, students will learn more about different types of prepositions. The
exercise that follows will help them use prepositions appropriately in sentences.

Activity 7 ismeant to help learners use their newly learnt information for areal life
task. By working in pairs to design a signboard for the NGO ‘Brave Mothers', they
will be able to use their imagination and talent to design a poster.

Activity 8 is another practice activity for real life use of English. You can guide
learners to write an application to the Branch Manager of a Bank asking for a loan.

Arrange students in pairs and ask them to imagine they are Swati and the lady
from ‘Brave Mothers'. Elicit norms of telephone conversation before encouraging
them to write a conversation between the ladies. You can ask them to enact it in front
of the class.
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Activity 10 is meant to take learners beyond the classroom by teaching them how
to open an online bank account. In Activity 11, learners will prepare advertisements
on chart paper. You can select the three best advertisements to put up on the class
noticeboard and also award them prizes.

L earning Outcomes:

Thelearner:

> speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside
surroundings

> participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

> reads textual/non-textual materials in English/Braille with comprehension

> identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

> reads, compares, contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life
> infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

> prepares.a write up after seeking information in print/online, notice board,
newspaper, etc.

> communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms(e.g., clauses,
comparison of adjectives, time and tense, active passive voice, reported
speech, etc.)

> writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in
reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing

> writese-mail, messages, notice, formal letters, descriptions/narratives, personal
diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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Lesson 7

Sympathy

We all need the help of others at times, don’t we?

Here are a few situations where a person needs help. With a partner, decide
what kind of help you can offer. Then share your ideas with the rest of the
class.

1. Abeggar has been hit by a passing car, and has injured his leg.

2. An elderly lady is waiting to cross the street, but there is too much
traffic.

3.  You are buying some fruit, and a dirty little child is standing near
you watching you without a word.
What kind of help do you think people prefer <= money or physical help?
Why?
Think about what kind of help you yourself would prefer.




Now read the poem “ Sympathy” and see a similar situation through
the poet’s eyes.

| lay in sorrow, deep distressed;
My grief a proud man heard,;

His looks were cold, he gave me gold;
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But not akindly word.
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My sorrow passed - | paid him back

The gold he gave to me; o
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Then stood erect and spoke my thanks
And blessed his charity.

| lay in want, and grief, and pain;

A poor man passed my way,

For all hedidto me? ©
Oh, gold is great, but reater far
|s heavenly sympathy.

— Charles Mackay
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< |ACTIVITIES <

1. Readthepoem and choosethe correct optionsto completethe sentences.

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The poet wasin deep sorrow. A proud man came and helped him by
(i) offering him kind words

(if) ignoring him

(ili) giving him gold

(iv) giving him pleasant company

When the poet lay in want and grief, the one who helped him was
(i) arichman

(i) apoor man

(iii) aproud man

(iv) aholy man

The poor man gave the poet

(i) acoldlook

(i) sympathy

(iii) gold

(iv) not akindword

When the poet’s sorrow passed, he went to the proud man and
(i) . gave him back the gold

(ii) ignored him

(1if) didn’t give back the gold

(iv) helped him

The poet refersto sympathy as ‘heavenly’ because sympathy
(i) isafeeling found in proud people

(i1) isfound only in rich people

(iii) isan ordinary human feeling

(iv) isablessing from God
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2.

(@)

(b)

(€)

Here are some questions to help you find out how much you have
under stood the poem:

(i) How did the proud person help the poet when the poet was

unhappy?

(i) What did the poor man do when he found the poet lying in pain
and sadness?

(iii) Why does the poet think that he cannot help the poor man back in
the same way?

(iv) Why isthe poor man’s help greater than gold?
(v) “Oh, goldisgreat, but greater far

|s heavenly sympathy.”

Why does the poet think so?

Find in the poem lines that match the meaning of the following
sentences.

(i) | wassad and very unhappy.

(i1) I wasin need and was sad and hurt.

(ili) Hefed meand took care of me.

(iv) Goldisvaluable but sympathy and love are far more valuable.
M ake sentences with the following phrases:

(i) -lookswerecold :

(i) night and day

(iii) pay him back

Below are some lines from the poem with some words underlined.
Choose the correct meanings of the words from the options given in
brackets.

(@

| lay in sorrow, deep distressed
(tired/unhappy/angry)
Answer :
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(b) Hegavemegold
(money/jewellery/sheets)

Answer :

(c) And blessed his charity
(money/kind help/pride)

Answer :

(d) A poor man passed my way
(to move past/stopped me)

Answer :

(e) Isheavenly sympathy
(selfishness/godly goodness/pride)

Answer :

(f) Greater far isheavenly sympathy
(the feeling of being sorry at another’s sadness/the feeling of pain/a

superior feeling)

Answer :

L et’s have fun with wor ds!

Thejumbled wor dsbelow have been taken from the poem. Spell thewor ds
correctly. List their antonyms (if any) alongside. Mention whether the

wor ds arenouns or adjectives. One has been done for you.

Jumbled Words

Correct Words

Antonyms

Nouns/Adjectives

WSOror

SOrrow

joy

noun

ymsapyth

dkiynl

ifegr

rdupo

ycahirt

lcod
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5. Asyou know, the lines of a poem are not always written like prose.
Herearesomeof themain ideasof thelinesof thepoem, butin ajumbled
order. Rearrange each set of words to get a complete sentence.
Remember to start the sentence with a capital letter and end it with a
full stop.

(@) deeply/distressed/was/he

(b) heard/a proud man/of/his grief

(c) looks/cold/were/his

(d) didn't offer/he/alkindly word

(e) the gold/him/back/paid/to/he

(f) even/thanked/him/I

(90 gave him/bread/the poor man/and/him/|ooked after
(h) than/the poor man’ g/is/gold/greater/sympathy

6. Read the paragraphsandthen match'them to the appropriate stanzas
of the poem:

The poet was lying in sorrow and in pain. A poor man saw him and took
care of him. He also offered him food to restore the poet’s health. He took
great care of the poet until the poet regained his health.

When the poet recovered, he went back to the man and repaid all the gold.
He also stood straight, offered the man thanks, and blessed him for his
hel p.

Once the poet was full of grief and was very depressed. A rich and proud
man heard about the poet’s problems and came to help him. The proud man
offered him money, but did not offer any words of sympathy.

The poet wonders how to repay an act of selfless kindness. He realises that
having money to repay adebt isagreat thing, but kindnessisaheavenly act
that cannot be easily repaid.
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7. (&) Look upthedictionary tofind out what ismeant by theword ‘values'.
(b) Discusswhat is meant by theterm ‘human values'.

(c) Makealist of different types of human values. Taking the help of
the dictionary, write the meaning of each of the human values you
havelisted. Also, write at least one synonym and antonym for each
human value you have selected. One example hasbeen wor ked out

for you.
Human values Meaning Synonym Antonym
kindness The quality of being« |care, coneern” | unkindness
kind, gentle, friendly
and generous
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8. Ingroups, turn thetheme of the poem “ Sympathy” into astory. You can
write about four men in avillage—onewhoisvery rich, onewhoisvery
poor and two who are neither too rich nor too poor.

Hints:
e One man fell into deep distress (describe the type of distress)

e Approached arich man; rich man gave money.
e Herepad the rich man’s money when he recovered from his problems.
o Later hefell sick; was nursed back to health by a poor man.
e Conclusion
9. Let'slearn somegrammar:
Read the following sentences-
(@ Give me some bread. (b)  Take me to the doctor.

We can say these sentences in a polite way by using could and would as
shown below:

@ () <CouldWouldyougiveme (b) (i) Could/Would you take me

some bread? to the doctor?

(i) I wonder if you could give (i) | wonder if you could take
me some bread. me to the doctor.

(iil) Would you mind giving me (iii) Would you mind taking me
some bread? to the doctor?

Now let’s practise saying these sentences. Divide the class into two groups
and givethem names. L et one group ask questionsbeginning with will/would/
can/could. The other group will give answers.
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For the Teacher

This poem will help students learn and discuss the importance of kindness and
sympathy. Tell your students to recall an incident when they helped someone, or when
somebody hel ped them. Taking your learnersthrough the pre-reading (warm-up) activity
will enable them prepare to read the poem * Sympathy’ with better understanding. This
poem will develop values of kindness and sympathy in the learners.

Read the poem aloud with proper stress, intonation and voice modulation in order
to bring out the essence of the poem. Encourage learners to read after you— this will
help them comprehend the meaning of the poem too.

Activity 1-6 are meant to help learners to check comprehension. Encourage them
to work together for the answers.

Activity 7 (a), 7 (b), 7 (c) will enhancethelearners dictionary skills. By thistime,
at the threshold of the secondary level, learners need to learn reference skills, which can
be developed through dictionary exercises as well as using thesaurus or other online
references to find the meanings, synonyms, and antonyms of words. These activities
will also help learnersto understand the meanings of the words ‘value’ and ‘values and
develop an awareness for human values. 'You can guide them in differentiating ‘right’
and ‘wrong’ and in understanding what values are important in life.

You can initiate a friendly talk about self direction so that each student learns to
reflect on the importance of independence of thoughts and actions. Elicit responses
about beliefsand help them to decide, choose, create and explore their lives and beliefs.

You extend the talk by discussing about pets, non-violence, peace and love.

Activity 8 followsfrom Activity 7. It is meant to help learners transform the theme
of the poem into a story. Encourage learners to use the hints that are provided while
building their stories.

Activity 9 isafun grammar exercise. Make students sit in groups and say polite
expressions for making requests using ‘could’ and ‘would'. Give different names to
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the groups. Ask one group to ask questions beginning with will/would/can/could.
The other group can give answers such as, ‘ Yes, | will’; or *Yes, | can’ and so on.

L ear ning Outcomes:

The learner:

>

uses formulaic/polite expressions to communicate such as ‘May | borrow
your book?, ‘1 would like to differ’, etc.

participates in grammar games and kinaesthetic-activities for language
learning

participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc.; organized by school and
other such organizations

narrates stories (real or imaginary) and real life experiences in English
reads textual/non-textual materials in English/ Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms(e.g., clauses,
comparison of adjectives, time and tense, active passive voice, reported
speech, etc.)

writes a coherent and meaningful paragraph through the process of drafting,
revising, editing and finalizing

writes answers to textual/non-textual questions after comprehension/in
reference; draws character sketch, attempts extrapolative writing
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Lesson 8

Chandraprabha Saikiani

Do you know what rules society had for women a hundred years ago?

XILZ253

Work with a friend. List at least five rules women in the early 20th century
had to follow, that modern women do not need to.

What will you do if you are asked to speak with boys from behind a bamboo
screen?

Now read this story about a passionate Assamese woman who tried to
remove the taboos faced by herself and other women of her days.

Chandraprabha Saikiani wasarenowned
socia reformer from Assam who fought to
make formal education available for girls.
These happened during a time when society
did not allow girls to step out of home. Barn
on 16 March 1901 to Ratiram Mazumdar and
Gangapriya, Chandraprabha spent her. early
yearsin Doisingari villagein Kamrup district.
She and her sister Rajaniprabhawere so eager
to study that they did not mind wading through
mud to attend a school which only had boys
and was situated several kilometersaway. This
was the beginning of ajourney of alifetimeto rid society of all the taboos against
women that prevailed during those days.

Chandraprabha Saikiani realised that girls had to fight ahard battleto receive
an education as good as that received by boys. So after school, she would gather
other girls and teach them what she had learnt during the day.

Chandraprabha’seffortsgreatly impressed school sub inspector NilkantaBarua,
and she and her sister were awarded a scholarship to study in Nagaon Mission
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School. Chandraprabhamade the best of her school education. On several occasions
she fought for the rights of girls. In those days girls weren't admitted into the
hostel unlessthey converted to Christianity. Chandraprabhavehemently opposed
this and the school authorities were compelled to allow girls of all religions to
avall the hostel facilities.

In 1925, Chandraprabha challenged the prevailing custom of women sitting
behind abamboo screen in public meetings. In the Assam Sahitya Sabha session
held that year at Nagaon, she delivered a very powerful speech and demanded
theremoval of the bamboo screen that was placed between men and women. She
was staunchly against such restrictions and her protest against these norms of
society was not confined to this incident alone. The next year, at her initiative,
the first women'’s organisation, “ Assam Pradeshik' Mahila Samiti” was formed.

Chandaprabha Saikiani was greatly affected by the deep rooted caste system
in India. In her own state, Assam, she took matters into her own hands. One of
such radical steps was to fight for the entry of every one, irrespective of caste,
gender and class, into the famous Hayagriva Madhava temple at Hajo.

In 1921, when Chandraprabha met Mahatma Gandhi, she was inspired to
join the freedom movement. She spread the message of khadi, boycott of foreign
clothes, removal of untouchability, banning of opium and other social evils. From
1930 onwards she immersed herself in the freedom movement. She was
imprisoned thrice, in 1931, 1942 and in 1943. Nothing could dampen her
indomitable patriotic spirit. Whenever she saw any injustice, her rebellious spirit
rose to the occasion.

Thisgreat freedom fighter spread the message of her mission also through a
number of books. The Padma Shri was conferred upon her afew days after her
death in 1972. Apart from this great honour, she was also remembered with a
commemorative postal stamp in 2002.
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ACTIVITIES<

1. Answer the following questions from the lesson to check your

comprehension:

(@ Who was Chandraprabha Saikiani?

(b) What did Chandraprabha do to educate the girls of her village?

(c) Which two incidents show us how Chandraprabha fought for the rights
of girls?

(d) On what occasion did Chandraprabha Saikiani-inspire women to come
out from behind the bamboo screen?

(e) What steps did Chandraprabha take to €iminate the caste system?

(f)  What was Chandraprabha Saikiani’s role inthe freedom movement of
India?
2. Work in pairsand completethefollowingsentenceswith infor mation from
the lesson:

(@ Atatimewhen society did not allow young girlsto step out of home, she
fought

(b) Inthosedaysgirls schools did not exist, so Chandraprabha

(c) Chandraprabha and her sister were awarded

(d) Inorder to eliminatethe evils of the caste system, Chandraprabha fought
for the entry of

(e) Benginspired by Mahatma Gandhi, Chandraprabha
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3. Readthefollowing sentencesand find aword from thetext toreplacethe
underlined part.

(@)

(b)

(€)

Chandraprabha Saikiani was afamous and respected social worker from
Assam.

She tried to get rid of al the cultural or religious restrictions against
women that prevailed during those days.

Chandraprabha refused to accept and questioned the prevailing custom
of women sitting behind bamboo screens in public meetings.

She was strong in her attitude against society’s restriction and her
protest against the norms of society was not confined to a particular
incident.

Whenever she saw any injustice, her desire to resist authority roseto the
occasion.

4. Listen to your teacher read out the first paragraph of the lesson. As
you listen, complete the table below with information about
Chandraprabha Saikiant:

Chandraprabha Saikiani | A socia reformer fromA
Birth March

Father

Mother

Sister

School A school which only had
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5. Thereareseven paragraphsinthelesson Chandraprabha Saikiani. Choose
the appropriate description for each paragraph.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

()

Thefirst paragraph isabout:

(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s childhood

(if) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s birth as the social reformer

(ii1) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s career as a school teacher

The second paragraph is about:

(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s preparation to be a'school teacher
(if) Girl’s education vs boy’s education

(il1) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s efforts to get an education just like the
boys of her village

Thethird paragraph is about:

(i) her fight for freedom

(i1) her fight for the rights of girls

(i) her fight against British rule

Thefourth paragraph isabout:

(i) formation of Assam Pradeshik Mahila Samiti

(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s protest against restrictions imposed on
women

(iii) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s speech at the Assam Sahitya Sabha
meeting

Thefifth paragraph is about:

(i) the caste system of India

(if) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s visit to Hgjo

(iii) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s protest against the caste system

The sixth pragraph is about:

(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s meeting with Mahatma Gandhi

(if) Chandraprabha Saikiani as the freedom fighter

(iii) the punishment Chandraprabha Saikiani received for being a
freedom fighter
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(@ Theseventh paragraph isabout:
(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s rebellious spirit
(i1) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s imprisonment

(iii) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s motivation to join the freedom movement

Discussin groups and share what you have lear nt about:
(@ The condition of women during the days of Chandraprabha Saikiani
(b) Chandraprabha Saikiani’s role in the freedom movement

Your group leader will read your pointsaloud for therest of the class.

Let’slearn some grammar:
In thislesson you have come across ver bsthat use ‘to’ before them-
(@) Shewasinspired to join the freedom movement.
Theform“tojoin” isanon-finite verb generally known astheto-infinitive.
The to-infinitive can also be used as the subject of a sentence asin-
(b) To keep the guests waiting is not good.
It can also be used as the complement of a sentence-
(c) Itisnot good to keep the guest waiting.

Now practise using the to-infinitive.

Combinethese sentencesby using to-infinitives. Thefirst oneisdonefor you-

(@ | will visit the book fair. | will buy afew novels.
| will visit the book fair to buy afew novels.

(b) Wearegoing to Puri tomorrow. We will visit the Jagannath Temple
there.
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(c) Shestartedasmall school for girls. Shewould help them to overcome
the taboos against women.

(d) Shedelivered a very powerful speech. She demanded the removal
of the prevailing customs of women sitting behind bamboo screens.

() She and her sister were awarded a scholarship. They will study in
Nagaon Mission School.

8. You must have come across English words which have different forms.
One word can be used to form several other words, and such words
usually go to a different word class. For example, look at the following
word web where you will see different forms of the word beauty.

beautify
Verb

Now complete the wordwebswith other formsof thewordsgiven in each
web below:




rebdlion movement
Noun Noun

patriotic
Adjective

9. (a) Have you heard of CEDAW? The full form of CEDAW is the
Convention.on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against
Women. CEDAW is an international treaty adopted in 1979 by the
United Nations General Assembly. Described as an internal bill of
rights for women, CEDAW was ratified by 189 countries. Some of
theimportant features of CEDAW are:

= _Governments shall take concrete steps to eliminate discrimination
against women.

—  Governments shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that women
can enjoy basic human rights and fundamental freedoms.

— Governments shall take appropriate measures to eliminate sexist
stereotypes.

— Women will have the right of vote, to participate in forming and
implementing governmental policies.
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—  Womenwill havetheright to represent the country at aninternational level.

—  Women and girls should receive career and vocational guidance and have
access to education opportunities at par with men or boys.

L ook how thingshave changed sincethedaysof Chandraprabha Saikiani!
Today gover nments themselves have undertaken the task of eiminating
discrimination against women. But the gover nment alone cannot succeed
in thistask unless women become awar e of their rights.

(i) Work insmall groupsto find out more about CEDAW on theinternet and
write down some more important features of CEDAW. (You can search
WWWw.un.org.)

(i) Based on your reading, prepare a poster on the topic - ‘Let’s stop
discrimination against women'’.

(b) Now that you have learnt about Chandraprabha Saikiani and the
nor ms of society women had to follow, choose any one of the topics
below.and write a short essay. You can work in small groups.

(i) Chandraprabha Saikiani asasocia reformer

(i) The different challenges that women faced during the time of
Chandraprabha Saikiani

(iif) Chandraprabha Saikiani fought a hard battle for herself and her younger
sister in order to receive an education as good as the one the boysin her
village were receiving.
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(c) Think of yoursdf in the place of Chandraprabha Saikiani and list
some ideas to eradicate taboos against women that are still present
in our society today.

10. Your teacher will dividethe classinto five groups (A, B, C, D and E) and
assign paragraphsto each group.
Group A - Paragraph 1, Group B - Paragraph 2, Group C - Paragraph 3,
Group D - Paragraph 4, Group E - Paragraph 5. Working in groups:
(@) Look up thedictionary tofind out the meaning of theword ‘skit’.

(b) Read the given paragraph very carefully. Using the information
provided in it, write out dialogues to make a skit. Develop the
charactersand also try to design the backdrop. Then act out the skit
in front of the class.

(c)" Prepare a slogan on theissue highlighted in the paragraph. Write
thesloganson chart paper and hang them around theclass. Hereis
a sample slogan.

Happy Women, Healthy Women!
Sop Female Foeticide!
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For the Teacher

Based on the biography of an Indian social reformer, writer and freedom fighter
from Assam, this lesson tells us about Chandraprabha Saikiani’s journey of life.

Similar to all other lessons, Activities 1 to 5 are designed to test learners
comprehension of the lesson. You can initiate an oral discussion of the answers before
learners write them.

Divide learners into groups and initiate a discussion about what learners have
learnt about the two issues mentioned in Activity 6. This activity will not only enhance
learners’ understanding of the lesson but will also develop their speaking skills. Ask the
group leader to read out their points aloud to the rest of the class.

‘Let’s learn some grammar’ in Activity 7 is an exercise that will help learners
understand and practise the use of the to-infinitive. They will learn other uses of the
preposition ‘to’ through this activity.

Activity 8 is an interesting word building activity. It will help learners to work
with words which can be used to form other-words or go to a different word class.
Completing the word web on their own will help them develop their word range.

The discussion on CEDAW is meant to create an awareness in girls about their
rights. Activity 9 will help learnersto find out more about CEDAW on the internet and
prepare a poster onthe topic ‘ Let’s stop discrimination against women’. Discuss with
learners the changes that have taken place since the days of Chandraprabha Saikiani.
Create an awareness that good will of government alone cannot succeed in elimination
of discrimination against women. Help students to search more about CEDAW on the
internet and write some of itsimportant features. Ask learnersto prepare a poster on the
topic —‘Let’s stop discrimination against women.” The writing skills of learners will be
enhanced as they complete Activity 9 (b). Encourage them to note their points before
they write an essay on the chosentopicin 9 (c). Thisactivity can also be done asagroup
activity.

For Activity 10, divide the class into five groups (A, B, C, D and E) and assign
paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 respectively to each group. Help each group to prepare a skit
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based on the paragraphs and ask them to enact it in front of the class. The same groups
will prepare a slogan based on the paragraph assigned to them and write it on chart
paper. Remember to hang the charts on the classroom wall.

L earning Outcomes:

Thelearner:

>

responds to instructions and announcements in school and public places viz.
railway station, market, airport, cinema hall and act accordingly

speaks about objects/events in the class/school environment and outside
surroundings

participatesin different events such asrole play, poetry recitation, skit, drama,
debate, speech, elocution, declamation, quiz, etc., organized by school and
other such organizations

reads textual/non-textual materials in English/Braille with comprehension

identifies details, characters, main idea and sequence of ideas and events
while reading

reads, compares; contrasts, thinks critically and relates ideas to life
infers the meaning of unfamiliar words by reading them in context

refers dictionary, thesaurus and encyclopedia as reference books for meaning
andspelling while reading and writing

prepares a write up after seeking information in print/online, notice board,
newspaper, etc.

communicates accurately using appropriate grammatical forms(e.g., clauses,
comparison of adjectives, time and tense, active voice, passive voice, reported
speech, etc.)

writese-mail, messages, notice, formal |etters, descriptions/narratives, personal
diary, report, short personal/biographical experiences, etc.
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Passages for Listening

L esson 2, Activity 8 (a) (i)

| met the American tourist, Jim Gordon, at the Park Hotel
in Kolkata. We introduced ourselves. He was delighted to
know that | was from Assam and owned atravel agency
named Garuda Travels. Jim had heard of Kaziranga and
its world famous one-horned rhinoceros. He was keen to
visit it. He also wanted to visit the largest river island in
the world, Majuli. Jim asked me what other places he
should visit in Assam. | told him there were places of
historical interest, wildlife sanctuaries, tourist spots and
tea plantations that he could visit. Since it was mid-
January, he wasjust in time to see the Magh Bihu, one of
the major festivals of Assam, which celebrates the year's
harvests with much fun and feasting. It was also thetime
when the Jonbeel Mela, athree-day community fair held
by the indigenous Tiwa community, was held in Dayang
Belguri at Jonbeel, Morigaon.

L esson 3, Activity 4

Due to incessant rains in Assam since Monday last, the
quiz programme that was scheduled to be held this
afternoon has been postponed indefinitely. The participants
from other districts aswell as the quizmaster were unable
to travel to the venue. The next date of the quiz will be
notified shortly. Students are requested to continue with
their regular classes.
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READ FOR PLEASURE

Thissectioninthetextbook titled Read For
Pleasureaimsat providing sudentswith stories,
poems, biographies, etc. which they will read
for information and pleasure. It is hoped that
such efforts towards reading for pleasure will
encourage students to read similar passages on
their own which will contribute towards
development of their reading skills.
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1 The Wooden Hor se

Here isthe story about how the Greeks defeated the Trojans
in a ten year long war by tricking themwith a wooden horse.
The story is from Homer’s immortal epic named The | liad.

For ten long years the Greeks besieged the city of Troy without any success. The city
was surrounded by tall walls and the gates were very strong. The Greeks found it difficult
either to scale the walls or to break through the gates. Defeating Troy seemed to be an
impossible task for them.

Then one morning, the citizens of Troy woke up to discover that the Greek shipswere
sailing away. “Could they be tired of the war?’ one citizen said. It was a relief for the
Trojans to see the Greek fleet of ships sailing away.

Suddenly one of the Trojans noticed something outside the city gate. It was a huge
wooden horse mounted on a platformwith wheels. The person, who was |eft behind by the
Greeks, told them that it was an offering to the goddess Athena and it would make Troy
unconquerable.

The Trojan soldiers examined the wooden horse. They were delighted.

Then the commander of the Trojan forces met the prince and said, “| suggest we drag
the horse in.”

The Trojans were happy that at last the war had come to an end. They brought the
horse to the city and held a grand feast to celebrate their victory.

The feasting being over, the Trojans went to sleep. The whole of Troy lay in deep,
peaceful sleep. Slowly atrap-door in the wooden horse slid open. A group of Greek soldiers
hiding inside the belly of the wooden horse came out one by one.

They tip-toed to the city gates and opened them. The Greeks, who had only pretended
to sall away, returned under cover of darkness. Once the gates were unlocked, the Greek
soldiers swept in. They killed the Trojansin large numbers and set the city on fire. Troy was
destroyed.
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2 Two Drops of Pulse Palio

It was a market day at Hajadisa, a small village in the district of North Cachar
Hills of Assam. Villagers belonging to numerous tribes of the district had assembled
inthe market place, and they were busy in bargaining, buying and chatting with friends
and acquaintances.

The market place was full of buyers and sellers right from the early morning. At
11 am., amobile medical van belonging to the State Dispensary of Maibang stopped
near the market place. Two doctors, three nurses and two attendants were sitting in
the van. It was quite a big van, which resembled a bus. “Attention please, friends,”
cried a voice from the van. “We are here to administer polio drops to the children
aged five years or below. Hope you have heard ofthe pulse polio immunization
programme. Two drops of pulse polio will save your child from a deadly disease.
Please bring your children to us, we will administer the dose free.”

Sunil Nunisa and hiswife Maahad come to the market with their three year old
baby. The cute baby was sleeping on its mother’s back. Sunil was afarmer and Mala
was ateacher of aprimary school in'a small village near Hajadisa. Sunil did not like
modern medical treatment. He strongly believed that modern medicine was harmful.
He always preferred a quack to a doctor. Mala, on the other hand, was in favour of
modern medical health care.

“Hey, have you listened to the announcement?’ Mala said to Sunil. “Come, let’s
go to the doctors who have come from Maibang,” she said eagerly. “Going to the
doctors? What for?’ shouted Sunil. Mala looked at her husband and said quietly,
“Our baby needs polio drops. You may not like modern medicine, but our daughter
needs it. Polio is dangerous, you know.”

“Mala, I'm afraid | can’'t agree with you. Two drops will prevent a disease! How
ridiculous!” Sunil said gravely. His remark was full of disbelief and contempt.

“Sorry, | can’t agree with you on this point,” Malareplied.

“But | do believe in our age-old village medicine. Modern medicines have many
side effects,” Sunil said emphatically.
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Mala knew that her husband did not like doctors and medicines.

“Well, | agree with you partly,” Mala said to her husband. “But Polio drops have
no side effects.”

“Well, Mala, there’s no point in quarrelling with you in the market place. Come,
let’s go to the doctors and find out how the drops are administered.”

“That's a very good ideal” Mala said happily. She was very pleased with her
husband.

A crowd had already gathered near the mobile medical van. Mala and Sunil met
one of their neigbours. “Hello, Dina, have you brought your child for the polio drops?’
Mala asked her neighbour.” O yes, | knew that the doctors would come with polio
drops,” Dina replied.

“Look,” Mala said to Sunil, Why can’t our child get polio drops when all these
children are getting it?’

Sunil was not ready to accept Mala's argument, but he did not want to make her

angry and said, “Well, | do accept your point to some extent, but | can’t do anything
blindly.”
“Who asks you to do anything blindly?’ Mala said to Sunil. “Don’t you think

that we should think for the safety of our little baby? Don’t you think polio is
dangerous?”’

“Well, Mala, what you say is quiteright, but we should be careful. Many children
suffer due towrong medical treatment, you know,” Sunil remarked forcefully.

“1"do accept your remarks to a point, but I'm afraid you are still biased. We
should not deprive our baby of the medical facility that has been provided. These
doctors have come all the way from Maibang to save our children. Come, let’s ask
them to administer pulse polio drops to our little baby.”

Sunil looked around. The doctors were busy in administering the polio drops
and there was a heavy rush towards the medical van. Sunil looked at his wife who
was already in the queue. “OK! I’'mjoining you in the queue.” Saying so, he followed
her slowly.

0500900



3 The Second Voyage of Sindbad

This is the adventure story of a sailor named Sindbad, who lived in Baghdad
during the rule of Caliph Harunal Rashid. Sindbad made seven voyages and every
time he was just lucky to come back alive. This story relates to his second voyage as
narrated by Sindbad himself.

After my first
voyage, | wasenjoying a
life of peace and luxury.
One day it occurred to
me that | could as well
travel around the world
and make money by
trading. Soon after, |
bought goods and
boarded a ship for my
voyage. | thought it
would be great fun to
visit some distant lands.

One day we arrived
on a beautiful island. It
was covered in lush
green vegetation. There
were streams of clear water, trees bearing delicious fruit and sweet-smelling flowers
of many colours. | walked up to a stream and sat under the shade of afragrant tree. |
ate some fruit, drank some water and soon fell asleep.

When | woke up the ship had already sailed away, leaving me behind all alonein
the island. | ran to the shore. | was mad with grief. Desperately, | climbed up atree
and looked around. A little further away, | could see a white dome-like object beside
arock. | wondered what it could be. | went closer and discovered that it was alarge
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egg. It was the egg of ahuge bird. At the next moment | saw abird gliding down. The
bird sat on the egg covering it with her wings and dozed off. It wasthe bird called roc,
about which | had heard before. | moved forward quietly. | tied myself to one of itslegs
hoping it would take me away to a safer place. Early next morning the roc spread her
wingsand flew into the blue sky carrying me away. The bird landed in adegp valley that
was full of diamonds and precious stones. The valley was full of huge serpents that
were longer than palm trees. The roc picked up aserpent inits beak and flew away just
amoment after | had untied myself from her leg.

| hid myself in a cave for fear of the deadly looking serpents. |- was sure that |
would never be able to get out of the valley of diamonds. Coming out of my cave, |
suddenly noticed abig chunk of meat fall just near me. Someonewasthrowing the meat
from the top of the mountain. The diamonds and precious stones stuck to the meat.
Presently a huge eagle swooped down, clutched the meat inits talon and flew up to the
mountain top.

| understood that diamond merchants used this strange device to collect diamonds.
They threw pieces of meat down into the valley. The diamonds and precious stones got
stuck to the meat which the eaglescarried away to the mountains. The merchants collected
the diamonds from the mountain. Just then an idea came into my mind: why not | tie
myself to a chunk of meat?

| tied myself to a chunk of meat. The next moment | found myself being carried
away swiftly aong with the chunk of meat by an eagle to the top of the mountain.
There | hurriedly untied myself from the chunk and stood up. The merchant whom |
met there, was astonished to see me. “Who are you?’ he asked. “How did you happen
to come here?’

| told my story. He listened to me with wonder and said, “It's very interesting. |
suggest you stay as my guest in my house. How about joining me in my business? It
would be wonderful to have you for a business partner.”

| had no interest in being his partner. Nevertheless, | stayed as his guest for severa
days. Then | set off for Baghdad and my second voyage came to an end.
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4 Albert Schweitzer

Albert Schweitzer was a German doctor who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1952.
He was born into a family which was known for their devotion to religion, education
and music. Both his grandfathers played the organ and Schweitzer himself was a great
organist. His musical career started with his early piano and organ lessons. He was a
great performer too.

Albert Schweitzer was chiefly interested in studies of religion and music. One
morning as he looked outside his window at the beautiful summer day, he had a strange
feeling. He felt he had no right to be happy when there were so many unhappy peoplein
the world. That day he decided that he would spend his life helping the poor and the
needy.

One day Schwelitzer read an article on the tribal people of the Congo region in
Central Africa. These people were very ill because they did not have enough food to eat,
and there was no doctor for hundreds of milesaround. That day Schweitzer decided to
become a doctor and work for those suffering Africans. He then went to study medicine
at the university for five years. After becoming a doctor, he married Helene Bresslau. In
1913, Schweitzer and his wife took a ship to Africa.

The moment Schweitzer-and his wife reached Lambarene, they found a crowd of
people, who were very ill, waiting for them. Most of these people had travelled for
hundreds of miles, hoping that the doctor would do some magic to cure them. But there
was a problem. The tribals did not understand German, nor did the doctor and his wife
know the African languages spoken by these people.

In spite of very hot weather, mosquitoes and other insects, Schweitzer with his
wife stayed in a village called Lambarene and served the poor Africans al their lives.
They lived among theill and the suffering tribals without complaining about the heat, the
discomfort, and the unfamiliar food or customs of the Africans. They worked with kindness,
love and patience, without expecting anything in return.

0500900



Luckily, among the tribals there was a man named Joseph who knew French, and
could work. Joseph could speak eight languages, and even though he could not read or
write French, he never made a mistake in helping Dr. Schweitzer give medicines to the
patients.

Doctor Schweitzer did not know any magic but throughout the Congo basin in
Central Africa, Schweitzer came to be known as ‘Oganda’ - the doctor who could do
magic- because he cured so many of the sick people. In 1914 the First World War broke
out in Europe, and the French government put Schweitzer and his wife under house
arrest because they were German.

WEell, after four years, the Schweitzers were allowed to travel back to their native
village, Gunsbach. Instead of being angry, the doctor waited patiently for six years, and
in 1942 he went back to Africa. This time hiswife stayed back, but another doctor went
with him. But when they reached Lambarene, Schweitzer found that his hospital and all
the other buildings had turned into awild place, being covered by dense African jungle.

Once again Schweitzer lost no-time, and began his work slowly clearing out the
forest. Every morning he would examine patients; and in the afternoons he would rebuild
the hospital buildings.

By 1947 Lambarene had become alarge hospital. There were 350 beds and ateam
of trained doctors and nurses. Schweitzer led them all, but he was especially interested in
helping patients suffering from leprosy. At that time leprosy was a feared disease, and
lepers were treated badly by other people. Instead of ignoring them, Schweitzer made a
specia hospital for such patients and served them himself.

Although Schweitzer was busy with his patients in his hospital for the people of
Africahe continued hismusic. In fact, Dr. Schweitzer was famous all over theworld asa
great organ player. His books on music and religion are known well all over the world.

For his noble spirit, his simple life, and his never-ending eagerness to help the
poor and the needy, Dr. Schweitzer won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1952. You see, he
could have lived a happy and comfortable life in Germany, but he chose to work for the
ill and the suffering Africans, even though he knew that it would be a hard life.
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The Village Child

My homeis ahouse
Near awood

I’d livein a street

If I could!

| do wish someone
Lived near.

There's no one to play with
Atall. Lo
The trees are so high
And so tal:

The City&hild :
| livein acity

And | should be lonely INa street: =
For hours ¢ e lx o It is crowded with traffic
Were it not for the birds. And fest;
And the flowers, - o There are buses and motors
And trams.,
| wish there were meadows
And lambs.
The houses all wait
Inarow
There is smoke everywhere
That | go.
| don’t like the noises
| hear
| wish there were woods
very near.




6 TheThree Runners

In the days when white people ruled South Africa and apartheid was the law of the
land, two middle-aged blacks met in a section of Johannesburg where only Whites were
allowed. One of them had a permit to work in the area, the other did not. This meant he
could be put behind bars for trespassing into an exclusive zone.

Suddenly they saw apoliceman coming towardsthem, and froze. “Run!” whispered
the man with the permit to hisfriend. “I’ll follow.”

They started running and the policeman shouting “ Stop, stop,” began chasing them.

Finally, he caught the second man.

“Did you think you could outrun me!” he snarled. “ Show me your permit!”

The man, playing for time, began fumbling in his pocket and finally produced his
permit.

The policeman was taken aback. He realized that he had been tricked. The man
without the permit was now too far away to be caught.

“When you had a permit why did you run!” he bawled.

“Doctor’s orders,” said the man. “He has asked me to run amile every evening.”
“Oh, yes?’ sneered the policeman. “Then why was your friend running?’

“His doctor. too has ordered him to run,” said the man.

The policeman became red with anger.

“You think you're very smart, don’'t you?’ he snarled. “But tell me, if you were
only running for your health why didn’t you stop when you saw me running after you?
And don't tell me you didn’t see me chasing you... | know you did!”

“Of course | knew you were running after me!” said the man.

“Then why didn’t you stop?’ asked the policeman, triumphantly.

“It was stupid of me,” said the man, “but | thought you too had been ordered to run
by your doctor.”
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The Spider and the Fly

“Will you walk into my parlour?’
said the spider to thefly;
“ "Tisthe prettiest little parlour

that ever you did spy.

The way into my parlour
IS up awinding stair,
And | have many curiousthings

to show when you are there.”

L d

“Oh no, no,” said thelittle fly;
“To ask meisin vain.
For who goes up your winding stair

Can ne er come down again.”



3 On Happiness

Theword ‘happy’ isvery interesting. We useit to wish somebody a“Happy New Year” or
“Happy Birthday”. The birth of a child is euphemistically referred to as a happy event. We
cheer up afriend with “Don’t worry, be happy”. Yet all the time, we wonder what happinessis
and how it can be achieved. A standard dictionary would define happiness as a state of being
happy. On the contrary ‘happy’ is defined as afeeling of pleasure and contentment.

Many of ustend to believethat the early years of life are the happiest stage of aperson’slife.
However, it may interest you to know that happiness does not depend upon age. Indeed, no
particular stage of lifeislesshappy than another. Old age can beashappy asmiddleageor for that
matter, the tumultuous teenage years. This fact was borne out by worldwide survey of about
170,000 people conducted in 1980 in the University of Michigan as reported by Jeremy Daniel.

Another myth that the study explodesisthat wealth has a correlation with happiness. The
finding is that wealth does not beget happiness. Although individual buying power had more
than doubled in the last few decades, the study found that affluent individual s were no happier
because of their wealth. In another survey, it was found that the privileged weren’t much happier
than the ordinary folk.

Researchers have identified a number of traits that seem to be shared by happy people.
They aremostly extrovertsand largely optimistic, they have asense of control and self-esteem.
Inthiscontext, they have offered several suggestionsthat could contribute towardsthe cultivation
of individual happiness. A few of them have been given below.

® | earn toenjoy the moment and try to live in the present.
e Take control of your time.

® Always be positive. More and more evidence suggest that negative feeling lash back
at us.

® Do not engage in self-absorbed idleness or spend your time sitting in front of the TV
set. Get involved in something that utilizes your skills.

® Get moving. Exercise can be an antidote for depression.

Of course, we cannot say that all these stepswill make usimmune from sadness. But, itis
definite that these steps can lead us along the road to happiness.
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SAVE NATURE TO SAVE |
YOURSELF.
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