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| Bholi
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;.‘ Rown,QmQ, \Smak@nicknamed Bholi«the Simpletow

was theyoungest daughter of a village
official namedl Ramlal] Due to a brain

-

Injury as a baby and a severe attack of

smallpox at age two, she was left with
pockmarksand developed a speech

stammer.



)

 Bholi
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While her siblin_g_sigiew up healthy and

received good arrangements for

education or marriage, Bholi was
( ) negleécted by her family because of her

looks and difficulty speaking.
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_Going to School/¥xe ST

When a new primary school for girls

opened in the village, the local

P R

government offlcer requested Ramlal to

- —

send his daughters as an example. HIS

wife feared no one would marry educagad
girls, so they decided to send Bhaoli

instegd, viewing her as a burden with

poor marriage prospects.
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Though terrified at first, Bholi was dressed

in clean clothes and taken to school, where

she founad gmfort and hope through a

-

kind rm((encouragmg teacher who helped

= P —

her speak her name without fear.

L'
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Growing Up and a Marriage Proposal/

Bishavrnbey Noh T afi g R A wraeE
\

\_a_w.ef ! Years passed and the village modernized
into'a small town. A wealthy, older grocer
.namedtB'EhambEr Nath)proposed to marry
Bholi without asT(ing for a dowry. Despite
his a_d;ér_féed age, limp, and groWn
children, Ramlal and his wife accepted the
proposal, believing it was Bholi's only

chance to get married.

]
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The Wedding Day / 1} a1 =

During th_e wedding ceremony, Bishamber

saw Bholi's pockmarked face when her

veil slipped. He refused to marry her

VJ" 5 KI unless Ramlal paid a heavy bribe of five
thousand rupees, To save his family's

honor, Ramlal wept and gave him the

money.
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However, seeing the groom’s'greed and

cruelty, Bholi rejected the marriage, threw

the ceremoma@nto th and

/

-
Az < spoke out/clearly without stammerings
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A New Purpose/Shia= T =41 3829

After the groom and guests left, Ramlal
;vorried about Bholi's future. Bholi calmly
reassuredher parents that she would take
care of them in their old age and teach at

the school where she had learned so much.

Her teacher proudly watched her

transformation into an independent and

—

gy

confident person.

E—
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1. Why was Bholi called a simpleton?
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e,

Why was Bholi called a simpleton?
Answer : When Bholi was ten months
old, she fell off hernd damaged
éBa;of her brain. That is why she
;e;*laiaed a backward child and was

called a simpleton.
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2. Why did Ramlal's wife agree to send

Bholi to school?
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2. Why did Ramlal's wife agree to send

Bholi to school?

Answer : She thought Bholi had an

ugly face and a lack of sense, so she
had V(;ry little chance of getting
married. She wanted the school
teachers to worry about Bholi

instead.



 Bholi

3. How did Bholi's teacher encourage

her on her first day at school?
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How did Bholi’'s teacher encourage

' . 4
Wit
[ ]

her on her first day at school?
Answer : The teacher spoke to Bholi
in a very soft and loving voice. She
affectionately asked her to name
herself and promised to make her
the most learned person in the
village so no one would laugh at

her.
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4. Why did Bishamber demand five

thousand rupees from Ramlal?




kY ) qgan“”
[ Bholi

4. Why did Bishamber demand five

thousand rupees from Ramlal?

Answer : Bishamber saw Bholi’s
packmarked face during the garland
exE:ha;lge. Taking advantage of the
situation, he demanded five
thousand rupees as dowry to marry

her.



Bishamber Nath?
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5. Why did Bholi refuse to marry
Bishamber Nath?

Answer : Bholi refused to marry
Bishamber because he was a greedy,
mgan,_and heartless man who
numiliated her father by demanding

money for marriage.
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CHARACTER SKETCH OF BHOLI
% Shy
<+ Neglected

aca  swea -_— o S Y

s+ Resilient

“ Independent
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Drdgonw
Belinda 310 e ®12 @ white hous¢’# a3

wpeg_m;amﬂ'
= Tk qamaablac Ckitten
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragonx

Custard &+ d agd dangerous AT—3deh -
El%_i_sharESi.’R—r' o spikes ¥, 3R @R <hl
griferai daggers &ht avg of | «tfoh foee oft ag
gH2T Ueh [RIAT cage o forg Aar wgar amn
Belinda 3R srehl w1+t pets Custard <kl H3iTeh
331d 21 Belinda 3R I&es i1 pets g &l
ggd brave ddTd 9 Belinda iR &t RE TBIGT
ad! oft, Ink 3R Blink 2R} ahl TR T S1aT
e o, 3R Mustard T8 & 2R Siar fger
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d 9¢ dTef wagon H d&ar Custard TR gdd o1
3dTeh Ueh f&, Al @ ga @a=Ae pirate
(FET 1eR) O & 31eR 31 T 3Tk ST grAat 7
pistal &ft, &/ ek bright cutlass (de@R) off,
31 3Yehl TUch UR chal ahl UTI

Piratg@_ﬁﬂaﬁ gl Belinda =2 @ e o1ift

Mustard S¥? 91T 7T, Ink ﬂ?a?aﬂfrﬁ%i
T, SR Blink 3ra=t mousehole (faret) & =er_

a1l
\-—_———..
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon1

cifehT i1 @9 coward shgd &, agt Custard Ueh
e_ginezﬁ'ra?gﬂﬁmaﬂ?rg pirate W e US|
Pirate & 39 wz @l bullets 9=, ifch gk ¢
Custarg 5-’[ pitate @l g1 fA77e (gobble) ferami
Eﬂﬂh‘sﬂa Belinda 9 Custard &t embrace (ﬂﬁ
o) fohar ik Mustard 39 9res i Ink 3R
Blink Faff & o ari & == (gyrate) @
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oifche @dRT e1d af Mustard, Ink 3iR Blink

o @ TET T o7 R ORR & SRTG

(flustered) 7 gid, at @ Custard & oft ST

bravery [&@re

| Custard 3 o gr1ifd @ 39h! ara

A1 &t 3R hgl foh oft IHF SuTeT g 8|

-— .-

_3d H, Belinda 3R I8 94t pets amud g+

white house # IHt a¥g ¥g &1 9 it oo

g <hi sIgd brave #ATFd g, 3R Custard 311

ot 3197 fIQ Uk safe cage ANTAT |ALEH—
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon1

Belinda lived in a little white housgﬂ
With a little black kitten

and a little grey mouse,

And alittle yellow dog and

g e e = i s

a little red wagon,

And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon.

Ve mmm = e——

< Realio, Trulio - ar&a |, ¥

X Wagon

* Dragon - 3SR
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Now the name of the
little black kitten was Ink,
And the little grey mouse,

she«alled him Blink,

And-the little yellow dog

was sharp as Mustard,

But the dragon was a




 The Tale of Custard the Dragon &=l

Custard the dragon had big sharp teeth,

7 And spikes on top of him and scales underneath,

77_sp9us Mouth like afireplace @

«els <  Spikes - ﬂ'ﬁﬁ\aﬁ?_/ B
< Scales - UUSIGR @1
< Daggers - &R, @R
% Toes - &R &Y Suferat
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon1

Belinda was as brave as a barrel full of bears,

And Ink and Blink chased lions down the stairs,

Mustard was as brave as a tiger in a rage,

But Custand cried for a nice safe cage.

B Barrel-‘ff@ AR
P

“* Rage =T8T
< Cage - fusm
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Drdgonx

Belinda tickled him,

o B Q
ferdveld — SRNT she tickled him unmerciful,
Q .
I SR P TS Ink, Blink and Mustard,
o TN JEm oW

e e —

_“_my rudely called him Percival,

. Ay es

avind - SATHT They'all sat laughing
C Hoila - &&ﬁ) in the little red wagon
At the realio, trulio, cowardly dragon.,

*

% Tickled
Unmerciful -
Rudely - 3/ 9¥g &4
» Cowardly - R

+ +
0.0 Q.Q *

+»

+*

+



| The Tale of Custard the Dragon %<l

2

Belinda giggled till shhe house,

And Blink said Weeck!

L,

which is giggling for a mouse,

Ink and Mustard rudely asked his age,

When Custard cried for a nice safe cage.
%+ Gigoled - fA«If@«eRR gaT
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon1

Suddenly, suddenly they heard a nasty sound,

And Mustard growled, and they all looked around.

Meowch! cried Ink, and ooh! cried Belinda,

S

For there was a pirate, climbing in the winda.

< Nasty - 310, a1
< Growled - IRfaT

% Pirate - ¥4I aTh
< Winda - f&=ht Voot cewee

—
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragoni

Pistol in his left hand, pistol in his right,,
And he held in his teeth a cutlass bright,

His beard was black, one leg was wood;

It was/clear that the pirate meant no good.

& Cutlass O31& aaarR
" Beard ~<rél
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon
Belinda paled, and she cried Help! Help!

But Mustard fled with a terrified yelp,
Ink trickled down to the bottom of the household,

And little mouse Blink strategically mouseholed.
% Paled - dieh tI—E TS < Trickled - R&=T, Ig=m
< Fled =971 Ta7 < Mousehole - g T fat
< Terrified = ST G3AT

< Yelp - @

% Strategically - Ioiifas Tu 4
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But up jumped Custard, snorting like an engine,

Clashed his tail like irons in a dungeon,

With a clatter and a clank and a jangling squirm,

He went at the pirate like a robin at a worm.

—— boos wow s J eSS e

< Snorting - @312 &1, TR G aret fAahreT

< Dungeon -dgd@mr@T < Jangling - 1951418 C
% Clatter - @s@sIEI < Squirm - eI
< Clank - @9
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The pirate gaped at Belinda’s dragon,

And gulped some grog from his pocket flagon,
He fired two bullets, but they didn’t hit, B

And Custard gobbled him, every bit.
% Gaped - He@geT 38 W

< Gulped - Tieeh feran

% Grog - MME

< Flagon =y3Tel, aide

< Gobbled - g & a1, fATTeT TR
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Belinda embraced him, Mustard licked him,

B

No one mourned for his pirate victim.

Ink and Blink in glee did gyrate

Around the dragon that ate the pirate.

—
—

% Embraced - et oI

< Mourned - 0ieh HEAT
< Victim - f2IhR

% Glee - @it

< Gyrate - T ga-1T
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon
But presently up spoke little dog Mustard,

I'd have been twice as brave

if I hadn’t been flustereq.

And/up spoke Ink and up spoke Blink,

We'd havetbeen three times

as brave, we think,
< Presently - @Rd, M R Tq1E
s+ Flustered - 9<_mdr goll
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And Custard said, I quite agree

That everybody is braver than me.
Belindastill lives in her little whlte house,
Wlt-h her Ilttle black Kitten

mmm s WD 7 WA sy sooa

angl her little/ grey mouse,

And her little yellow dog and her little red wagon,

And her realio, trulio little pet dragon.

A—

Belinda is as brave as a barrel full of bears,

And Ink and Blink chase lions down the stairs,
< Wagon - Mgt < Dragon - 3SR
< Chase - f¥aT1 T
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Mustard is as brave as

e tiggr in a raqe,
But Custard keeps crying for
d hice safe cage.

% Rage - I[&1
% Cage - fUsRT
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POETIC DEVICES
< Rhyme Scheme ! The poem is written in
rhyming.couplets within four-line
stanzas, following the strict rhyme
scheme of AABB throughout every
stanza (e.g., house/mouse,

wagon/dragon).
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< Alliteration : The intentional repetition

of consonant sounds at the beginning

of nearby words appears frequently:

>

"sharp stash"/"spikes on top of
him ;nd scales underneath”
“clatter and a clank™

"brave as a barrel full of bears™

"tickled him, she tickled him"
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[The Tale of Custard the Dragonﬁ

< Anaphora : The deliberate repetition of
a word or phrase at the beginning of
consecutive lines or sentences :
> ["Anda little black kitten... And a
little'grey mouse,/And a little
yellow dog... And a realio, trulio..."
> "Suddenly, suddenly they heard a

nasty sound”
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% Repetition : The reuse of specific words

or phrases for emphasis, musicality, and

humorous effect :

>

“realio, trulio™ (repeated across
multiple stanzas as a whimsical
nonsense phrase)

"Help! Help!"

"Suddenly, suddenly”

"a nice safe cage"
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< Simile : Direct comparisons between two
different things using the words "like"
or "as":
A/ bréye as a barrel full of bears®

» "Draye as a tigerin arage"”

>  "Mouth like a fireplace, chimney for
a hose"
» "snorting like an engine"

» "went at the pirate like a robin at a
worm”
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[The Tale of Custard the Dragonﬁ

< Metaphor :Implicit comparisons where
one thing is described as being another:
» "sharp as Mustard" (attributing the
quality of sharpness directly)
> "dac__:it_;]ers on his toes" |(comparing

his sharp toenails to daggers)
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<+ Onomatopoeia : Words that imitate the

natural sounds of things or actions :

Lo
¥

7
/

V_V IV

—

"Weeck!" (the sound of the mouse
giggling)

""Mepwch!" (the cat's cry of alarm)
"Growled™
"Yelp"
"Clatter”, "clank", "jangling"
(metallic sound effects)
"Snorting”
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[Tho Tale of Custard the Dragon 1

< Oxymoron ; A figure of speech containing
words that seem to contradict each other:
» "cowardly dragon” (dragons are
traditionally fierce and terrifying
mythical beasts, making a cowardly

one a humorous contradiction)
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% Allusion : Indirect references used to
build exaggerated imagery or humor:
» "Percival" (alluding to Sir Percival,
a legendary knight of King Arthur's
Round Table known for chivalry,

used mockingly here)
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< Refrain : The repetition of entire lines or
stanzas at the beginning and end of the
poem to create a circular, song-like
ballad structure (the opening and

closing stanzas are nearly identical).
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THEMES
“+ Appearances Can Be Deceptive
“ True Courage vs. False Boasting
o5 Ul:d;_re;émation of the Quiet and Meek
% Loyalty and Protection

< Humor and Parody
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1. How did Custard look like? Describe

his appearance.
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1.

How did Custard look like? Describe
his appearance.

Answer : Custard had big sharp

teeth, sharp spikes on his top, and

scaleS'underneath his body. His

mouth looked like a fireplace and

his toes were sharp like daggers.
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2. How did the other pets make fun of

Custard the dragon?
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2. How did the other pets make fun of
Custard the dragon?

Answer : The other pets called him

-

a coward and mockingly named

him Pércival. They sat in the red

wagon and Iaughed at him because

he always cried for a safe cage.
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[The Tale of Custard the Dragonﬁ

3. What did the other pets do when

the pirate entered the house?
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3. What did the other pets do when
the pirate entered the house?

Answer : When the pirate entered,

everyone got scared. Belinda cried

for help, Mustard the dog ran away,

Ink the kitten hid in a corner, and

Blink the mouse ran into his hole.

—
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[The Tale of Custard the Dragonﬁ

4. How did Custard save everyone from

the pirate?
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4. How did Custard save everyone from

the pirate?

Answer : Custard jumped up boldly,

snofted like an engine, and attacked,

the p¥rate. When the pirate shot twq

bullets at him, Custard swallowed

and ate the pirate completely.
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5. What excuses did Mustard, Ink, and
Blink give after Custard killed the

pirate?
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5. What excuses did Mustard, Ink, and
Blink give after Custard killed the
pirate?

Answer :_They made excuses to

b
coverup their fear. Mustard said he

would have been twice as brave if he

hadn't panicked, while Ink and Blink

said they would have been three

times as bra_ve.
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Siddhartha’s Early Life

Az &1 uRfYe Sshia=

Gautama Buddha was born as Prince

Siddhartha in northern India. At twelve,

he was sent*to stuleindu sacred

scriptures. Four years later, he returned

_home and married a princess. They had a_

son and lived a royal life for ten years.
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The Four Sights/¥IR g9

At the age of twenty-five, Siddhartha went

hunting.ang-saw four sights for the first

time: & sick’'man, an old man, a funeral

iy,

procession, and @ monk begging for help.

Seeing all this suffering moved him

—

deeply, so he left his palace to search for

spiritual truth.
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Enlightenment and the First Sermon/

T &y 3R uger I

Siddhartha traveled for seven years. He |

then sat under a peepal tree and promised
not to leaveluntil he found enlightenment.

After seven days, he gained wisdom,
renamed the tree the Bodhi Tree (Tree of
Wisdom), and became known as the

Buddha. He gave his first religious speech
in the holy city of Benares.
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Kisa Gotami's Grief/fear mt = g

A woman named Kisa Gotami had onlx

one son,whe died. Unwilling to accept his

death, she'went to her neighbors asking

for medicine. The neighbors thought she

had lost her mind. A kindly man then
guided her to seek help from the Buddha.
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Buddha’s Condition/q& &\ ard

Kisa Gotami begged the Buddha to heal
her dead child. The Buddha agreed to

help;, but onjone ¢ condition: she had to

1br|ng him a handful of mustard seeds

from a household where no child, parent,

‘—-—"

—
-—.——--,—"'-

husband, or friend had ever died.
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The Universal Truth of Death/

W T hadl g

Klsa Gotami went from door to door.

People gaxe her seeds willingly, but

whenever she asked if anyone in the

family had passed away, they replied that

death had touched every home.
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Exhausted and hopeless, she sat by the

road watching the city lights flicker and

go out. She realized that human lives

flickerrand end in the same way, and that

death comes to everyone.
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The Buddha’s Lesson on Death/

9% & di=

The Buddha explained that life is short

and filled with pain. Just as ripe fruit must

fall and clay’pots eventually break, every

living being must die. Grieving or crying

cannot bring the dead back; it only causes

sickness and body pain.

i
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To find inner peace, one must let go of

sorrow and accept death as a natural part

gf life.

YA (-
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1. Why did Kisa Gotami go from house

to house?
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1.

Why did Kisa Gotami go from house
to house?

Answer : Kisa Gotami went from
house to house to get medicine for
her dead son so that he could

become alive again.
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2. What condition did Lord Buddha
put before Kisa Gotami to give her

medicine?
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2. What condition did Lord Buddha
put before Kisa Gotami to give her
medicine?

Answer : Lord Buddha asked her to

—

bring-a handful of mustard seeds

from a house where no one hag

ever lost a child, husband, parent,

or friend.
.
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3./ Why was Kisa Gotami unable to get

a handful of mustard seeds?
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3. Why was Kisa Gotami unable to get
a -handful of mustard seeds?

Answer : She could not get the

mustard seeds because in every

homeé’someone had died in the,

past. There was no house without
death.

JE—__
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4. What great truth about life did Kisa

Gotami realize at the end?
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4. What great truth about life did Kisa
Gotami realize at the end?

Answer : She realized that death is

-

common to all human beings.

Everyone who is born in this world,

‘must die one day.
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5. According to Lord Buddha, how can

a person get peace of mind?
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5. According to Lord Buddha, how can
a person get peace of mind?

Answer : According to Lord Buddha,

d person can get peace of mind by |

letting go of weeping, grieving, and

sorrow, and by accepting death

caimly.
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